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Wisconsin elected Donald Trump over Hillary Clinton in the 2016 Presidential Election, 
voting in favor of a Republican candidate for the first time since 1984. Seems like a 
simple repeat story of racism, misogyny, phobias and privilege to some folks, but 
immaturity, laziness, immorality and dependability to others. America has been extra hot 
lately, yet we continue to talk politics through an oversensitive PC lens, leaving social 
and economic ideas polarized, intertwined and mutually exclusive. Even though we 
have more technological advantages than all previous recorded generations, our 
individual and community voices are blurred more than ever. We still live in a time 
where name calling is more influential than individual actions. Hardly a soul has the 
courage to muster up a wisp of original thought, and I don’t wonder why. Those with 
power of many sorts play it safe in our country, staying firmly entrenched in old 
dichotomies that work for them, leaving the body of us now with the choice to voice our 
opinions as either a Liberal Democrat or Conservative Republican in our de facto 
national 2 party system. Politicians have been known to prey on the hope of their 
supporters, and the Electoral College ultimately decides the president, but we can't 
keep pinning our problems on tired ideas of what is corrupt bureaucracy, bigotry, 
activism or terrorism personified. I wouldn’t spend too much time trying to figure out 
“who’s side I’m on” either. Leave the dead horses to the birds. This ain’t some bipartisan 
bullshit. 

I hardly ever hear a part of my perspective out here in Los Angeles, California and my 
culture has never been accurately represented on national platforms. I don’t even have 
a side to take. I’m not supposed to exist. I’m not popular because I’m not supposed to 
be possible. My personal story is exceptional. I’ve seen the country and city, streets and 
fields, weapons and books, gigs and licks, arts and crafts, athletics and sciences. I have 
a lot of pride for where I come from, what we do and what we stand for, but I also know 
we have some problems that need solutions. The Aristocrats of the Federal 
Government, Mass Media and Entertainment Industries – and those of affiliated 
enterprises – do not communicate critical realities to the public. First, I’m clearing up 
some things that are best communicated directly. Throughout, I’m drawing attention to 
naturally forming relationships, and by the end, I’ll hopefully have painted a vivid picture 
of the different people that’ve come to call Wisconsin and the Midwest home, including 
my own. I show that not only have Civil Progress, Innovation and Production been 
strongest alongside these resilient Multiethnic Communities, but also, these same 
communities have been considered to be the most Culturally Insignificant and Politically 
Anti-American. Change has to work or it won’t make sense. That’s what it takes to move 
Forward. This is a long story, and it might be hard for many of ya to consume at times, 
but read it through or stop here. 
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The Wisconsin narrative is a lot different than the “America” version most are fed in 
school. Most of us know how America tells its side. Ya know, “In 1492, Columbus sailed 
the ocean blue”. The Spanish Catholics settled the islands and coastal South, and 
continued to push through the Southwest. Then British Colonists arrived to in Virginia in 
1607, and shipped convicts over to the East Coast in 1610s. The “Pilgrim Fathers” 
arrived to “New England” Massachusetts in 1620, followed by the Quakers to the 
“Middle Colonies” of Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey and Delaware. Sephardic 
Jews moved into the cities of the East Coast and South. Huguenots took a liking to New 
York, Virginia and the Carolinas. Many royal officials and merchants were Anglicans. 
The Scotch-Irish moved into Appalachia alongside the German Palatines, with the 
Pennsylvania Dutch just beyond the mountains. There were also some Swedish and 
Finnish on the frontier. Blah, blah, blah… Now it’s time to learn our side of the story. 

The first settlers of Southern Wisconsin lived among the Mammoths around 14,500 
years ago. That’s the oldest carbon dated evidence of humanoid life in the Western 
Hemisphere of Earth. Did you know that? That’s the first thing I said. Then came the Old 
Copper Complex Culture of early Native Americans that lived in the Green Bay, WI area 
between 5,000-6,000 years ago during the “Chalcolithic" Copper Age. Settlements of 
Woodland Mound Builders lived all over Wisconsin between 800 BC-1100 AD. Norse 
Viking Leif Erikson arrived to “Vinland” (Canada) in 1000, making him the first recorded 
European to settle on “North America”. The largest settlement North of Mexico at the 
time was called Cahokia (East St. Louis, MO). The city had over 20,000 residents. Their 
friends of Aztalan (Jefferson County, WI) were booming at the same time. Madison, WI 
still has the highest concentration of Effigy Mounds in the world. These early Native 
Americans built more in “Dejope” than anywhere else in the land and then they 
disappeared. There were 20,000 Effigy Mounds in Wisconsin in the 1600s. Many were 
plowed over for to develop but there are still 4,000 left in the shape of lizard, bear, deer, 
bird, panther, man, cone, bow and arrow. Experts say the mounds had religious or 
political meaning. They’re an important part of our history, and cool to look at, but what 
lies under the surface is crazy. Turns out, these mounds might’ve been built by a Race 
of 7-10 foot tall Giant people, and these could be their burial sites. The agrarian Oneota 
entered into Southern Wisconsin next. They brought new culture and technology but 
were eventually forced out by settlers to the east (New England). 

From the 1600s on, Dakota Nadoues(sioux), Chippewa (Woods Ojibwe), Potawatomi, 
Menominee, Sauk, Fox (Meskwaki), Petun and Huron (Wyandot), Cree, Ottawa, 
Winnebago (Ho-Chunk), Kickapoo, Mascouten, Ioway (Iowa), Illinois, Miami and Oneida 
were all found living throughout Wisconsin. Ho-Chunk were a militant rice cutting 
people, Petun the tobacco and tattoo experts. The Potawatomi liked living by the water 
of the Great Lakes. Sioux were fierce hunters and the only tribe in the area to use 
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horses. Some tribes scalped and ate their enemies but not all. The Midwestern 
Algonquin tribes were known for it. Sauk were feared, as they ritually burned their 
enemies alive, and were related to the Fox tribe, that was in constant battle defending 
their territory in what is now called the Fox River Valley. Some think the Dakota are 
descendants of the Mound Builders, others think the Ho-Chunk are. 

Maybe the most well known of the Algonquin, the Chippewa, were a tribe composed of 
skilled hunters, trappers, fishermen, gatherers of wild rice, and tappers of maple sugar. 
They originated from Madeline Island, of the Apostle Islands, just outside of the 
Chequamegon Bay in Northern Wisconsin, and had organized mining, fishing and sugar 
camps on Isle Royale – across Lake Superior from their ancient settlement – for 
thousands of years before the European Immigrants arrived. The Chippewa are closely 
related to Potawatomi and Ottawa. Together, they formed the “Council of Three Fires” in 
early years. Their religious beliefs included animate and inanimate entities, which was a 
big reason for their adapted interest in European resources, and why they were so 
connected and equipped against the British, Americans, Iroquois and other opposing 
local tribes. The 100,000 strong Chippewa were still forced to move west, pushing the 
Dakota into the Great Plains. The Chippewa stayed in the Great Lakes. 

After French voyageurs, Jesuit missionaries and fur traders arrived to set up posts 
around the lakes and establish “New France”, Wisconsin quickly became the center of 
exploration, missionary work and the fur trade. The majority of Wisconsin explorers, 
missionaries and trappers lived, worked and intermarried with local Native American 
cultures from the beginning, creating the first significant non-violent Multiethnic 
Communities in the history of the United States. The French set up an exchange of 
staple commodities more often in line with meeting necessities, rather than feeding 
desires – as was standard English practice. The French created a local economy, 
promoted peace and cooperation, but also moved to explore the area further, building 
new facilities and forming alliances with many area tribes. They also introduced modern 
conveniences including guns, metal traps, kettles, blankets, and unfortunately, disease. 
Also, once the Great Lakes Algonquian-speaking tribes got guns, they did use them to 
defend themselves, but also employed them to expand or reclaim their territory with 
deadly force, resulting in further bloodshed. At least half of all Native American 
populations were killed off by constant war, in conjunction with newly arrived 
European-born Plagues and Viruses, STDs, and the Common Cold. However, 
Wisconsin still has more Native American tribes than any state east of the Mississippi. 

In 1629, Jean Nicolet fled from the Kirke Brothers and English attackers of the east, and 
lived amongst the Huron before arriving to the Red Bank of Door County, Wisconsin in 
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1634 to meet a few Ho-Chunk “People of the Big Voice” in La Baie des Puants “The 
Stinky Bay” (Green Bay). He also encountered the Potawatomi at this time. 

The Ho-Chunk continued to pursue the Potawatomi shore-faring people of the La Baie 
area, so the victims had to constantly move around to survive. Some headed up north 
or joined the other recently arrived Wisconsin “Refugees” around lower Lake Michigan. 
After they squeezed the Potawatomi out, the Ho-Chunk redirected their attention to the 
Fox. But while they were crossing over Lake Michigan in canoes to attack, the 
Ho-Chunk were caught in a storm and a reported 500 of their warriors drowned. Then 
they gathered big numbers, only to get sick and lose many more. The Ho-Chunk 
emerged from this with less than 1,500 warriors and 4,500 in total. They were also 
starving, since war and epidemic had made it impossible to harvest their crops. The 
hostility between the Illinois Iroquois and Ho-Chunk existed for many years before the 
Wisconsin refugee tribes began to arrive. Perhaps motivated by a need to form an 
alliance against the newcomers, who were also overrunning their territory, or even pity 
for an old enemy fallen on hard times, the Illinois sent 500 warriors and rations to help 
the Ho-Chunk. This proved a serious mistake. The Ho-Chunk welcomed and held a 
feast for the Illinois, but in the midst of the dancing and celebration, they secretly cut the 
Illinois' bowstrings on their weapons. Then they fell in on their guests. They killed all of 
them to appease the spirits of Ho-Chunk warriors killed earlier by the Illinois. 

Fathers Charles Raymbault and Isaac Jogues arrived to Chequamegon Bay to make 
peace with the Sioux in 1641. Petun, Huron, and Ottawa refugees fled from New 
England “Beaver Wars” in 1649, retreating to the southern shore of Lake Michigan and 
the Chequamegon Bay. The Oneida arrived to Northern Wisconsin around this time too. 
Iroquois chased down, relocated, and attacked Huron, Petun and Ottawa in 1649, 
pushing them first to Baie des Puants and then to Huron Island (Washington Island, 
WI). The Iroquois burned many of their villages too. The attackers sent a war party of 
800 to Huron Island in 1653, but after the islanders allied with the Potawatomi and 
Menominee on shore, and built up defenses, the Wisconsin community united to 
collectively stop the Iroquois push from moving any further west into the country. 
Unfortunately, many missionaries were martyred in the process, causing not just further 
casualties but those with political consequences from the “Habitants” in command of 
New France – in Canada. 

Huron and Petun moved from Baie des Puants to Lake Pepin on the Mississippi 
between Wisconsin and Minnesota in 1658. Pierre-Esprit Radisson, an early French 
explorer and fur trader, called the Eastern Dakota Sioux of the area the “Nation of the 
Beef”. Radisson said they lived in towns with large cabins covered with skins and mats. 
They hunted large herds of bison, which are believed to have roamed the Chippewa 
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River Valley. The Dakota also harvested wild rice, collected other area flora and fauna 
along the riverbed. Radisson and his trader friend Médard Chouart, Sieur de Groseilliers 
“wintered among Sioux” and then built a trading cabin on Madeline Island outside the 
Chequamegon Bay around 1658 – marking the start of Hudson’s Bay Company. By 
1660, almost all Great Lakes Algonquian were living as Refugees in mixed villages in 
Wisconsin. French moved into the area and started developing a culture of their own 
amongst the Native Americans. Intermarriage throughout mixed cultures, some settled, 
others nomadic, made accurate population counts impossible. Lucy Eldersveld Murphy, 
Ethnologist of The Ohio State University, Newark says: 

“People of mixed Native and European ancestry like Fisher, Hurtibise, and Grignon 
would be called Métis in Canada or Halfbreeds by Anglo Americans, but they did not 
refer to themselves in these terms, preferring to think of themselves in cultural rather 
than "racial" terms. Whether of part-Native or purely European heritage, the old 
residents shared a distinctive and complex Great Lakes culture that differed 
considerably from that of New England and the other eastern United States. The 
Francophones often called themselves Habitants; outsiders frequently used the word 
Creoles, a descriptor that meant locally-born or of-the-local-culture (and often implied a 
French-Canadian connection) but did not carry the specifically Afro-French meaning 
people often associate with New Orleans nor the purely European ancestry implicit in 
the term Criollo as used in Latin American history.” 

The political climate started to change. Tensions rose in the Chequamegon Bay due to 
new structures and Sioux raids. A Priest's church was burnt to the ground. French put 
up Fort Chequamegon in 1663 (Ashland, WI), which would be burned down several 
years later. Father Père Claude-Jean Allouez founded La Pointe du Saint Esprit there 
during a westward push of French traders into the Great Lakes. One of the most famous 
was Nicolas Perrot, the “Trafficker of Iron”, who made his first recorded voyage to Baie 
des Puants in 1667 to make peace between the Fox, Sioux and Chippewa. He also 
worked with Potawatomi. Perrot made peace but also grew popular for gifting guns 
– contrary to the French idea. He returned to Montreal but his superior Father Allouez 
arrived to town in 1669 to start the St. François Xavier mission in the mixed Sauk, Fox, 
Potawatomi and Ho-Chunk village at the mouth of the Oconto River in Baie des Puants. 

In 1668, a French Jesuit Missionary named Claude Dablon founded a mission at 
Michilimackinac. Then that was burned down. In response, Jacques Marquette 
relocated the mission north of the Mackinac Strait, to the Michigan Upper Peninsula 
(UP), in 1671. He called it Sault Ste. Marie. 
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From 1670-80, Minnesota Sioux and Wisconsin Fox went back and forth in battle. 
Neither side got its way in the end. Perrot returned to Wisconsin in 1671 to oversee the 
construction of a series of small forts that doubled as trading posts. Further anxiety built 
after Jesuits started targeting particular Native American beliefs. The French built on 
Isle Royale. More French followed. Soon, “The Northwoods”, as we call them now, 
swarmed with traders, many of whom traded illegally and were labeled as Coureurs de 
Bois or "Forest Runners”. 

In 1671, the Huron and Ottawa convinced the Potawatomi and Sauk to attack the Sioux 
of the opulent Prairie Island on the Mississippi. They failed. Potawatomi survivors went 
to Huron Island, for which it became known as Potawatomi Island. Huron and Ottawa 
retreated to Michilimackinac (Mackinac Island, MI), bringing Marquette with – who 
established the St. Ignatius mission there. Marquette and fur trader Louis Joliet 
eventually made their way from their way back to Wisconsin from Michigan. They went 
across the Fox River to what Marquette called the “Meskousing” and Joliet the 
“Miskonsing” – the Mississippi River – down to Louisiana, establishing posts along the 
way. Fox made peace with Seneca and Iroquois in 1673. Marquette, with Natives and 
traders, moved to the Kaskaskia (Ottawa, IL) community on the Illinois River in 1675. 

Fox made peace with French in 1679. Other French forts in the area strengthened the 
network, including Fort Niagara in the far east of the region (1678). Henri de Tonti and 
René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle oversaw the construction of Fort Crevecoeur 
(Peoria, IL) in 1680. Then Toni moved on to Kaskaskia. Later in 1680, a group of 600 
Iroquois warriors attacked, and stabbed Toni, nearly killing him, before he would flee to 
La Baie. The Potawatomi saved him. The Kaskaskia village was burned and the 
Iroquois built a fort on that site at Starved Rock. La Salle was the one to misread 
Marquette’s writing and put “Ouisconsin” on maps, which would later be changed by 
British officials to Wisconsin. 

Daniel Greysolon, Sieur du Lhut aka “Du Luth” arrived at Fond du Lac (Duluth, MN) at 
the far western tip of Lake Superior in the Spring of 1679. The peace meetings he held 
with the Sioux and Chippewa were successful. After they finished the proceedings, he 
followed a group of Sioux to their primary Isanti settlement at Mille Lacs Lake – just 
southwest of where he landed. Du Luth returned to Fond du Lac to trade goods for 
beaver pelts but the Fox did not welcome the trader on his return to Michilimackinac. 
The Sioux reluctantly negotiated peace with Chippewa in exchange for French trade in 
1679, and the new alliance rallied 800 to attack Fox in eastern Wisconsin, killed over 50 
and took Fox children. In turn, the Fox attacked Michilimackinac in 1682, beheaded 
warriors and seized women and children. 
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The French responded by fortifying many of their missions and constructing new ones 
to establish their presence, and discourage British settlement. They built Fort de Buade 
(Saint Ignace, MI) across from Michilimackinac in the UP in 1683, Fort Saint-Louis du 
Rocher on “Starving Rock” across from Kaskaskia in 1683, and Father Allouez 
organized the efforts behind Fort Saint Joseph (Port Huron, MI) on the bottom right side 
of Lake Michigan in 1691. 

René-Robert Cavalier de LaSalle and his troop constructed LaSalle’s Fort in Prairie du 
Chien near the mouth of the Wisconsin River in 1682. He made peace with the 
Chippewa, and helped escort their prisoners home in 1683. The French continued to 
build, with Fort St. Croix on the river of the same name in 1683. 

Perrot set out to the Mississippi to make peace between the Dakota and Iowa, building 
Fort St. Nicolas (Prairie du Chien) near the mouth of the Wisconsin in 1683, Fort de la 
Baye des Puants in 1684, then Fort Trempealeau due north of La Crosse, WI on the 
Mississippi in 1685, and Fort St. Antoine in 1686 – just above the mouth of the 
Chippewa River. The Fox plotted to attack a poorly guarded Fort Perrot, but the Miami 
tribe warned the voyageur, who would go back and trick the Fox into thinking the fort 
was more established than it was. Tensions rose and 40,000 of Perrot’s furs were burnt 
in Bais de Paunts by a band of Mascouten, Fox and Kickapoo in the same year. Perrot 
got scared and ran away to HQ in Montreal. The Fox attacked a Chippewa hunting 
camp in 1687, took women and children. Nicolas Perrot was concerned about the 
wellbeing of the area and returned the next year to negotiate the surrender of the 
captives taken by the Fox. Then in 1688, Nicolas Perrot was ordered by Louis “The 
Great” XIV of France to take possession of the Upper Mississippi. Perrot’s posts were 
also looted, and he might’ve been burnt at the stake if not for the Fox who came to 
rescue his ass. Du Luth went to the Fox camp near Baie des Puants and retrieved the 
prisoners for the Chippewa, but not before the Fox jumped him and the prisoners on the 
way back. The Fox recruited some Mascouten to try to kill Perrot in 1689 but failed. The 
Fox redirected their efforts back to the Sioux… War was often on the prairie and the big 
river. 

Father Allouez established the Mission de Saint Joseph (Niles, MI) in the 1680s. Also, 
European Immigrant traders started arriving to the Miami Kekionga community (Fort 
Wayne, IN), the capital of the Miami nation. This settlement was located on the main 
portage between the Great Lakes via the Maumee and the Mississippi rivers. 

In 1690, some Miami, then living upon the Mississippi, brought Perrot a specimen of 
lead Ore from a "Ruisseau", probably Catfish Creek (Dubuque, Iowa), and requested 
Perrot to come and establish a trading-post among them. Perrot went right over and did 
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just that as soon as he got the news. During this time, the region became known as 
"Perrot's Mines." The French diplomat also negotiated peace between Sioux and Fox. 
French Traders established Fort La Pointe on Madeline Island in 1693. Missouri mines 
were started around the same time as in Wisconsin but Missouri’s were operated 
differently. They imported African slaves from the Caribbean to do the labor instead of 
doing it themselves. Lazy. 

Fox and Sioux parties visited Montreal in 1695 for negotiations, separately. French 
garrisoned the Arkansas Post in 1686. The first French port, named Fort Miamis, was 
built in 1697 and was part of a group of forts built between Quebec and St. Louis, MO, 
including St. Joseph in Niles, MI in 1697, Kaskaskia, Cahokia, Prairie du Rocher and St. 
Phillippe in the “American Bottom” of Illinois in 1699. French Jesuits and Bishops built a 
crude church at Cahokia in 1699. Soon, traders moved in and the community became a 
central hub for trade and the central location for Missionary work among Native 
Americans. Inside the village, all were safe. However, outside parties still caused 
problems. One Sunday, while picking strawberries just outside town, several of the 
villagers were jumped by four Sioux warriors – who decapitated a slave, stabbed a girl, 
stomped another, and scalped two women. A party of French and Natives leaped into 
canoes and pursued the murderers down the Mississippi. After a grueling chase, 3 of 
the Sioux were caught, cooked, and eaten. Sioux gathered several hundred to attack 
the Fox but Perrot convinced Miami and Mascouten to not ally Fox, forcing the 
outnumbered community to western Wisconsin. The Fox battle with Iroquois subsided 
around the top of the 18th Century. 

Antoine Laumet de La Mothe, Sieur de Cadillac was appointed commander of 
Michilimackinac in 1694, which controlled trade over the Pays d'en Haut “Upper 
Countries” of the Great Lakes area. He established Fort Pontchartrain du Détroit 
(Detroit, MI) in 1701, moving the trade center and achieving a near monopoly over 
Great Lakes trade. This squeezed out the middlemen. The Ottawa and Huron moved to 
Detroit, then Miami. Most of the tribes living in close quarters were under no shared 
banner, and conflicts popped off between different tribes outside the fort. Ottawa tribes 
also attacked French forts. A devastating fire broke out in Detroit in 1703. Étienne de 
Veniard, Sieur de Bourgmont was put on charge of in 1706. He lost his patience with 
the conflicts outside the fort, and ordered his troops to shoot a French priest and 
sergeant, 30 Ottawa and 50 Miami outside the base. Big mistake. The commander 
wasn’t ready for the tension of the frontier life. Bourgmont abandoned his post and 
became a coureur des bois for a while. Then he returned to Detroit in 1712 to fight 
alongside Detroit against the newly arrived Wisconsin Fox, Sauk and Mascouten tribes 
that were looking to settle nearby alongside the Ottawa, Huron and Miami. Charles 
Renaud, Sieur du Buisson, with orders from Louis XIV, denied Fox company 

8 

http://www.museum.state.il.us/RiverWeb/landings/Ambot/Archives/fwp/EarlyHistory.html
http://www.gphistorical.org/legends04.html
https://books.google.com/books?id=Jw3kn_AgNTkC&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.usgennet.org/usa/wi/county/clark/neighbors/wood/history/1923FurTrade.htm


specifically, and the Fox retaliated against the newly reinforced Detroit. When Ottawa, 
Huron and Potawatomi allies to Detroit, that were elsewhere at the time, showed up to 
defend the base, the Fox, Mascouten and Kickapoo were killed. Survivors fled back to 
Wisconsin. The Fox were singled out, which pissed them off, and they had told the 
French to stop trade with Dakota, which they didn’t. This lead to further political tensions 
and eventually the “Fox Wars” in Wisconsin and Michigan from 1712-1737. 

The Fox sieged and tried to bargain with Detroit using slaves in 1712, which would set 
off a complicated, political and cultural “Slave Trade” between the French, Fox and 
other tribes in the area. It was sort of like trading POWs like today, only the French 
emphasized the “Slave” part to reflect victory in Canada. 

The French established Fort Michilimackinac, Fort Saint Joseph (Niles, MI), and the Fort 
des Miamis armed trade center in Kekionga village in 1715.  

In the course of the “Fox War”, the first military invasion occurred in 1716, when Sieur 
de Louvigny led a considerable army of 800 French soldiers, accompanied by a 
miscellaneous host of traders, voyageurs and Natives through La Baie des Puants to 
the Fox forts at Little Butte des Morts in the Winnebago Pool. The Fox stood their 
ground for considerable time during the siege, which ended in a compromise with the 
invading forces. The French army enslaved Fox Natives for the first time, whereas 
before the French had been negotiating between tribes. They also started up with the 
Illinois tribe, thus changing up the economic stance of the French community, and 
further emphasizing their political presence in the area. The French had allied with Fox 
enemies Miami and Sioux too, further inconsistency in their moves.The next year, in 
1717, the French built Fort La Baye where modern day Green Bay is. What came out of 
this wasn’t a settlement, but many Native and “Mixed-Blood”, formally called Métis, 
families. This shaped the French-Native-Métis culture and “Michif” language, and 
intercultural exchange between the two communities. Many of the Métis families had 
come to from the Michilimackinac area. Others settled across the river from the fort, 
which was called “Munnomonee” for the Menominee people that lived there.  

New France fortified two trade posts on the Wabash River at this time. One was built in 
1717, and the next year, Paul Le Gardeur, Sieur de Pierre, and other French traders, 
built a copper mine on Madeline Island, WI in 1718 over the former site of St. Esprit. 
They called it La Pointe, and they had to fight for it. Of spiritual importance to the 
Chippewa and valuable for its copper ores to everyone, La Pointe was an important 
point of contention for everyone in the area. The French re-established Fort St. 
Phillippe, IL down the Mississippi for Mining, and Fort Ouiatenon (West Lafayette, IN) 
around 1720. The settlement in Indiana was called “Wea Town” and was inhabited by 
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mostly Wea (Ouia) Natives. French were building forts, partially in worry of battle with 
Native tribes, and they asked for peace. They temporarily got it in 1726 from an area 
council. However, from 1727-1750, on an order to exploit the fur trade among the Sioux, 
the French built up posts along the upper Mississippi, including Fort Beauharnois in 
1727 on Lake Pepin (Frontenac, Minnesota) to separate Sioux from Fox.  

In a nearby conflict, the Peoria refused to return Wisconsin POWs, so Fox, Mascouten, 
Kickapoo, Ho-Chunk and Sioux united to pursue justice with the Illinois tribe.  

Then the "Second Fox War" happened. In 1729, a combined Ho-Chunk, Menominee 
and Chippewa party attacked a Fox hunting party, killing 80, capturing 70 women and 
children. Pierre-Paul Marin allied Ho-Chunk with Menominee to face the Fox in 1730. 
The French laid siege on Butte des Morts that year. The Fox abandoned their homeland 
and ran south, where they were almost wiped out, but returned to live with Sauk near La 
Baye. The French continued to hunt the Fox, established the Vincennes, IN trading post 
in 1732 and one in Cahokia in 1733. They rebuilt Fort La Baye in 1733. The Ho-Chunk 
moved closer to La Baye and rebuilt. Then the Fox attacked. The French battled Sauk 
and Fox tribes near Des Moines, IA in 1735, and granted the Fox a pardon, but the Fox 
didn’t release all of their prisoners for several years, creating further animosity in the 
area. After 1737, the Ho-Chunk maintained peace with Fox and Sauk. The Sioux, 
spiteful of their growing competition, went to war and killed 20 French in a battle against 
the Cree in 1736. Chippewa broke their treaty with Sioux in a conflict over territory. 
Finally, Marin helped to end “Fox Wars” and started negotiating peace between all 
Native Americans in Wisconsin in 1739. This would end one big war but start another 
against the increasing British-American “White” presence. 

During the “French and Indian War” (1739-1763), allegiances were tried harder than 
ever before in the Midwest area. Large military units were formed. Tribes of the Great 
Plains formed the “Iron Confederacy” in the early 1700s. The movement was composed 
of Plains Cree, and the northern half the Woods Cree, Saulteaux (Plains Ojibwa), 
Assiniboine (Stone Sioux) and Nakoda (Stoney) Sioux relatives. Other Iroquois and 
Métis involved in the fur trade joined. The rival “Great Sioux Nation” alliance, further 
north, consisted of the “Seven Council Fires” Dakota Sioux in 3 divisions: Wahpekute, 
Mdewakanton, Wahpeton, Sisseton (Santee, Eastern or Dakota), the Assiniboine, 
Yankton and Yanktonai (Middle or Nakota), and the Teton (Western or Lakota). 

The French increased gifts and supplies to Natives allies in 1740s in response to 
revolts. Gift exchange had became an important cultural tradition of the time, and would 
remain to be for years to come. The French kept building too. In 1743, they erected a 
post on the Mississippi near the lead mines of Prairie Du Chien, where a beginning was 
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made in developing the industry. Thus, the French had found copper, lead and furs in 
Wisconsin. The most valuable was still peltry. La Baye was first settled by French in 
1745 by Métis Coureur de Bois “Father of Wisconsin” Charles-Michel Mouet de 
Langlade, the son of a French-Canadian father and an Ottawa mother. He was born in 
Michilimackinac. 

In 1746, the Chippewa joined Mascouten, Potawatomi and Menominee to force the 
abrasive Peoria from their last strongholds in southern Wisconsin. 

The French built Fort Au Glaize aka AuGlaize Trading Post in 1748, about a half mile 
northeast of Wapakoneta, in western Ohio. British built nearby on Sandusky Bay to 
maintain. 

The Sauk Nation settled Saukenuk (Rock Island, IL) around 1750, after the “Fox Wars”, 
and centered their civilization there. They grew corn, traded pelts to the British and 
gathered maple sugar. During the 1750s on the frontier, "cultural differences became 
subordinate to political and economic considerations." Between 1751-1754, the 
Mascouten, Kickapoo and Potawatomi took more territory from the Peoria in Northern 
Illinois. The French population in “Illinois Country” was over 2,500 in 1752. 

In 1747, anti-French Huron leader Chief Nicolas Orontony led his tribe from Detroit to 
establish Etionnontout (Castalia, OH) and Aaae in the Sandusky Bay. He built the 
multicultural community of Mingo (vagabond Iroquois), Caughnawaga Mohawk, refugee 
Seneca, Mohegan and Shawnee. His band was mistakenly called Wyandot, which 
actually represented a nearby recently formed tribe of combined Huron and Petun. 
Chief Orontony attacked Detroit, burned a mission and several other villages. The 
British-friendly Ottawa remained in Ohio at AuGlaize. French built the Upper Sandusky 
Trading Post and in 1745 and Fort Sandoské in 1750 on the north shore of Sandusky 
Bay. After that, British George Croghan built at a Miami village. It was quickly taken over 
by the French in 1751 (depicted as La France Post on French maps). At its peak level of 
activity during the mid-18th Century, Fort Ouiatenon (West Lafayette, IN) may have 
supported over 3,000 residents, and it was central to a hub of five Wea and two 
Kickapoo villages. 

The French decided to use force against their attackers in Detroit, but the area tribes 
were friendly with the Ohio tribes and reluctant to attack them. 

In June 1752, Charles Langlade recruited a war party of 250 Ojibwe and Ottawa from 
Michilimackinac and destroyed the Miami village and British trading post at Piqua, Ohio. 
Stunned, their allies quickly rejoined the alliance, and the French followed their success 
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with an attempt to block British access to Ohio with a line of new forts across western 
Pennsylvania. 

The Shawnee and Delaware had no wish to be controlled by the French, so they asked 
the Iroquois to stop with them, and they did, but then the Iroquois turned to the British, 
and in 1752 signed the “Logstown Treaty”, confirming their land cessions in 1744 and 
giving the British permission to build a blockhouse at the forks of the Ohio River 
(Pittsburgh, PA). The French destroyed this before it was even completed and 
proceeded to build Fort Duquesne at the same location. Virginia sent Major George 
Washington to demand that the French abandon their forts and stop building new ones. 
His first visit in 1753 was met with a polite refusal from the French commander, but his 
second expedition in 1754 resulted in a fight with French soldiers and started the 
“French and Indian War” (1754-63) aka “Seven Years War” in Europe.  

The French settlements in the Pays d'en Haut south of the Great Lakes were Detroit, La 
Baye, Sault Sainte-Marie, Saint Ignace, and Vincennes. Protecting the Pays d'en Haut 
were four forts: Fort Presque Isle (1753), Fort Le Boeuf (1753), Fort Duquesne (1754), 
and Fort Machault (1754). Throughout the summer of 1754, the Shawnee, Delaware 
and Mingo stood ready to join the British against the French, but this changed in the fall 
when it was learned the Iroquois had ceded Ohio to the British during the “Albany 
Conference” in May. The Ohio tribes not only lost confidence in the Iroquois but decided 
the British were also enemies who wanted to take their land. However, they stopped 
well-short of allying with the French and refused to help them supply or defend their 
forts. The French were finally forced to assemble a force of 300 French Canadians and 
600 allies from the St. Lawrence and Great Lakes tribes to defend Fort Duquesne 
against the British, but this would include only 4 Shawnee and no Delaware. 

Native Americans complained that the British treated them like slaves and dogs. 
Additional resentment resulted from British Commander-in-Chief in North America 
Jeffrey Amherst's decision in February 1761 – to cut back on the gifts, gunpowder and 
ammunition given to the Native Americans. Gift giving had been a key part of the 
relationship between the French and the tribes of the Pays d'en Haut Midwest. Neolin 
“The Enlightened” set it off. A Prophet of the Delaware tribe from the area of Muskingum 
County, OH. He said, “If you suffer the English among you, you are dead men. 
Sickness, smallpox, and their poison will destroy you entirely.” Neolin wanted to bring 
area Native American tribes together to return to a more natural lifestyle without 
European goods, guns, alcohol, and people. According to Historian Daniel Richter, the 
war saw the emergence of "The novel idea that all Native people were 'Indians,' that all 
Euro-Americans were 'Whites,' and that all on one side must unite to destroy the other.” 
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The “White Majority” rhetoric was popularized in America, from the first extensive 
multi-tribal resistance to America.  

The “British Confederacy” allied the New England colonies with the nearby “Iroquois 
Confederacy” – who they'd given abundance for beaver pelts – so that the tribes would 
eventually become dependent on their currency and hand over their lands as payment 
of back debt. England also allied the Fox. The British took a exploitive approach from 
the beginning. 

The “French Confederacy” allied with the Council of Three Fires and other Great Lakes 
and Great Plains tribes – who they'd been living, trading and intermarrying with for 
generations. France had 8 forts and 5 settlements on paper in Wisconsin, which was 
the highest concentration of anywhere in the area at the time, and that’s not even 
including all the unofficial business. They held what is now Canada, the Midwest and 
West. The French were more interested in the fur trade than commodification and 
expansion. This was the Cree, Dakota, Chippewa, and later Ottawa, Potawatomi and 
Wyandot. 

The second group was made up of the tribes from eastern “Illinois Country”, which 
included the Miami, Wea, Kickapoo, Mascouten and Piankashaw. Like the Great Lakes 
tribes, these people had a long history of close trading and other relations with the 
French. Throughout the war, the British were unable to project military power into the 
Illinois Country, which was on the remote western edge of the conflict. The Illinois tribes 
were the last to come to terms with the British. 

The third group was made up of tribes of the “Ohio Country”: Delaware (Lenape), 
Shawnee, Huron and Mingo. These people had migrated to the Ohio Valley earlier in 
the Century from the mid-Atlantic and other eastern areas in order to escape British and 
Iroquois domination in the New York and Pennsylvania area. Unlike the Great Lakes 
and Illinois Country tribes, Ohio Native Americans had no great attachment to the 
French regime. They had fought as French allies in the previous war in an effort to drive 
away the British. They made a separate alliance with the British with the understanding 
that the British Army would withdraw from the Ohio Country. Some Susquehannock 
moved to live with the Mingo in Ohio in 1760s. 

The Great Britain and Portuguese alliance in Europe won the “World War” over the 
French, Spanish, German, Russian and Native American team, so the European 
powers signed the “Treaty of Paris”, taking even more French support away from 
America. Ottawa Chief Pontiac, dissatisfied with the English, assembled “The Three 
Fires” and Hurons to siege Fort Detroit in April of 1763 in hopes of driving out the British 
– in what many have called “Pontiac’s War” or “Pontiac’s Rebellion”. He even expressed 
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desire to return to the Franco-Native lifestyle that they had been building before English 
intrusions. The Ottawa Chief flew a French flag in his village. In early May, Pontiac 
entered Fort Detroit with about 300 men carrying concealed weapons. The British had 
learned of Pontiac's plan, however, and were armed and ready. His tactic foiled, Pontiac 
withdrew after a brief council. Two days later, they laid siege to the fort. Pontiac and his 
allies killed all of the British soldiers and settlers they could find outside of the fort, 
including the women and children. One of the soldiers was ritually cannibalized, as was 
the custom in some Great Lakes Native cultures. The violence was directed at the 
British, while French colonists were generally left alone. Eventually more than 900 
soldiers from a half-dozen tribes joined the siege. This Native American alliance 
captured forts in a series of attacks between May 16 and June 2 of 1763, including Fort 
Sandusky, Fort St. Joseph, Fort Miami and Fort Ouiatenon, and Fort Venango, Fort Le 
Beouf and Fort Presque Isle, from Indiana to Pennsylvania. Then the British started 
using weaponized Smallpox in the form of blankets to kill off the settlers and tribes of 
Fort Pitt, causing massive death counts upwards to the millions just during this time. 
British General Jeffrey Amherst ambushed Pontiac in Detroit on July 31, but couldn’t 
assassinate him, probably due to notification from the French. The British lost 3 times 
as many men in the “Battle of Bloody Run”. Amherst put a bounty on Chief Pontiac’s 
head afterward. Shortly after, the British issued the “Proclamation of 1763”, making 
movement west of Appalachians illegal, fearing the particular militancy and readiness of 
the region. 

Jean-Baptiste Perrault built Fort St. Louis on Fond du Lac, a site that later became 
Superior, WI. The duties of managing the post's supply depot and warehouse fell to 
North West Company (NWC) partner John Sayer. Perrault had earlier discovered a 
wintering post at Fond du Lac inhabited by a NFC trader. Their agent Alexander Henry 
had also erected a trading house at Fond du Lac in 1765. 

Mohawk and Seneca warred for 10 years, starting around 1765. They collectively 
burned St. Ignace and St. Louis killing 300 in 1767. Shawnee started holding collective 
meetings in 1767. A warrior of the Illinois Peoria murdered Chief Pontiac in 1769, so 
The Three Fires united with the Ho-Chunk and Fox aiming at forcing the tribe from the 
Illinois River. Legend goes, the group traveled down to the settlement in Kaskaskia and 
trapped the Peoria on “Starving Rock” where they bided their enemies out until they 
starved. Hundreds were lost, possibly the entire tribe. 

Temporarily the Seneca, Mohawk, Chippewa, Ottawa, Huron, Mingo, Kickapoo, 
Potawatomi agreed to join British to drive out Americans by 1777. 
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George Rogers Clark allied Wisconsin Natives with America in 1778. By 1778, Detroit’s 
population was up to 2,144. That year, there were 45,000 Native Americans living 
throughout the Great Lakes. Augustin de La Balme, a French fighter, with Clark, 
attempted a campaign up the Wabash River in Ohio, recruiting militia from among the 
French citizens of Kaskaskia, Cahokia, and Vincennes, in hopes of taking Detroit and 
reclaiming it for France. They had success until attacking the mixed Native, British and 
French community at Kekionga in 1780. Following the settlement’s surrender, they 
raised the French flag, and he and his troops moved approximately 10 miles northwest 
of Kekionga. Then, standing by Chief Little, Turtle Miami and British-allied settlers 
attacked the camp, killing most of the troops. Augustin de la Balme died in the battle, 
which became known as “La Balme's Defeat”. 

Under the “Treaty of Paris” of 1783, which ended the “American Revolutionary War”, 
Great Britain ceded to the U.S. "Control" of the Northwest Territory, which was occupied 
by numerous Native American peoples. Despite the treaty, the British kept forts and 
policies there that supported the natives in the Northwest Territories. Fox agreed to let 
Julien Dubuque work mines in Prairie du Chien. The British started pushing to establish 
the west as an “Indian Barrier State”. Several tribes met in Grand Glaize, demanded the 
Ohio River boundary and removal of American Forts in the area. The 2 parties met in 
1783 but couldn t agree. Thomas Jefferson of Virginia pushed through “Land Ordinance 
of 1784” and 1785, “Northwest Ordinance of 1787” and 1789, claiming land west of 
mountains and north of Ohio River, establishing it as a Territory, and setting up a 
system for surveying and selling land until “Homestead Act” down the line. In 1785, the 
Chippewa joined the “Western Confederacy” that consisted of a league of many 
different tribes including the Potawatomi, Ottawa, Shawnee, Delaware, Kickapoo, Huron 
and the Seneca tribes. The goal of the Western Confederacy was to keep the Ohio 
River as a boundary between Native American lands and the United States. 

In 1787, there were about 45,000 Native Americans living the Territory and 2,000 
French in the Great Lakes region. The “American Revolution” didn’t really do much to 
solve the problems of conflict and colonization in the Great Lakes or Great Plains. 
Detroit asked Congress to establish Ohio River as boundary. They did not comply, nor 
did frontiersmen. That same year, in 1787, America established the Northwest Territory 
as a political organization with Murrietta as capital. They built Fort Washington 
(Cincinnati, OH). Indian Affairs said that taking posts would stop the violence. Hearing 
this, some Ottowa and Chippewa tribes attacked messengers. Governor St. Clair 
continued to deny Ohio River as boundary. 

To avoid slave culture, many of the pastoral Quakers moved from Pennsylvania to the 
areas of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin. Established by the "Ordinance 
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of 1787", it was to be “forever free” of slavery in the Northwest Territory. Big numbers 
later moved to Iowa, Kansas and Nebraska. The Quakers aka “Society of Friends” were 
the first British-American culture to speak out against New World slavery. Back in 1688, 
in Germantown, Pennsylvania, during their first public protest, Quakers expressed the 
view: “Now tho' they are Black, we cannot conceive there is more liberty to have them 
slaves, as it is to have White ones.” The first officially minuted record against the slave 
trade also involved the Pennsylvanian Quakers. The minutes of their annual meeting 
urged Quaker merchants to “write abroad to their correspondents that they send no 
more Negroes to be disposed of.” 

In 1790, President George Washington and Secretary of War Henry Knox ordered 
General Josiah Harmar to launch the “Harmar Campaign”, a major offensive into 
Shawnee and Miami country. In October 1790, a force of over 1,400 men under Harmar 
was assembled near present-day Fort Wayne, Indiana. Colonel John Hardin lead an 
attack on a Native force of some 1,100 warriors, and America was handily defeated in 
“Harmar’s Defeat”. They lost at least 129 soldiers. Next, Washington ordered General 
Arthur St. Clair, who served as governor of the Northwest Territory, to mount a more 
vigorous effort by Summer 1791. After serious trouble finding men and supplies, St. 
Clair was somewhat ready, but the troops had received little training. By November 
1791, St. Clair's force, accompanied by about 200 camp followers, was camped near 
where Fort Recovery, Ohio is now, with light defenses. A Native American force of 
about 2,000 warriors, led by Little Turtle and Blue Jacket, struck quickly surprising the 
Americans. The attackers overran the poorly prepared perimeter. The barely trained 
recruits panicked and were mercilessly slaughtered in “St. Clair's Defeat”, along with 
many of their officers, who frantically tried to restore order and stop the rout. The 
American casualties were 632 of the 920 soldiers and officers, with 264 wounded. 
Nearly all of the 200 unarmed camp followers were killed, for a total of about 832 
deaths. The 1791 harvest had been insufficient in the region, and the warriors needed 
to hunt in order to complement their food stores. A grand council was held on the banks 
of the Ottawa River to determine whether to continue the war against the United States 
or negotiate a peace from a strong position. The council delayed the final decision until 
a new grand council could be held the following year, and the Native Confederacy 
disbanded for the Winter. In January 1792, Lieutenant Colonel James Wilkinson 
assumed command at Fort Washington. He constructed Fort St. Clair to improve 
communications and logistics between Fort Hamilton and Fort Jefferson. The three forts 
were garrisoned with less than 150 men each, including infirmed soldiers and servants. 
In June, a force of about 15 Shawnee and Delaware attacked the northernmost outpost, 
Fort Jefferson, while the crew there was cutting hay. Four Soldiers were killed and left in 
the hay, 15 were captured. Eleven of the captives, including the Sergeant in charge, 
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were later killed, and the four remaining Soldiers were sent to a Chippewa village. In 
September, several Soldiers were killed while guarding cattle at Fort Jefferson. 

That same year, after the discovery of U.S. Espionage Operations, John Hardin and 
Major Alexander Truman were killed on separate peace missions in Shelby County and 
Ottawa, Ohio when they were mistaken for spies. Meanwhile, Native American tribes 
debated whether to continue the war or sue for peace while they had the advantage. A 
Grand Council was called, and several nations met at the confluence of the Auglaize 
and Maumee Rivers. Alexander McKee represented British interests and arrived in late 
September. For a week in October, pro-War factions, especially those of Simon Girty, 
the Shawnee, and Miami, debated moderate factions, including the “Six Nations” 
represented by Seneca Chief Cornplanter and Red Jacket. The Council agreed that the 
Ohio River must remain the boundary of the United States, that the forts in the Ohio 
Country must be destroyed, and that they would meet with the United States at the 
Lower Sandusky River in Spring 1793.  

Regardless, in November 1792, following the decision of the Auglaize Grand Council, 
Little Turtle led a force of 300 past Fort Jefferson and Fort St. Clair, reaching Fort 
Hamilton in early November in time to attack the United States settlements in what 
would be called “Adair’s Defeat”. They captured two prisoners and learned that a large 
convoy of packhorses had left for Fort Jefferson and was due back in a matter of days. 
Little Turtle moved north and found the convoy, nearly 100 horses and 100 Kentucky 
militia led by Major John Adair, camped just outside Fort St. Clair. Little Turtle attacked 
at dawn, just as Adair recalled his sentries. The militia conducted an organized retreat 
to the fort, losing six killed and four missing, while another five were wounded. Little 
Turtle's force lost two warriors, but captured the camp and all provisions. All horses 
were killed, wounded, or driven off. Only 23 were later recovered. Wilkinson considered 
the horses to be a loss that would make the forts un-defendable. The United States 
received the demands of the Grand Council with indignation, but Henry Knox agreed to 
send commissioners to the 1793 treaty at the Glaize, and suspend all offensive 
operations until that time. British Lt. Governor John Graves Simcoe, a veteran of the 
“Revolutionary War”, was excited about America’s failures, and hoped for British 
involvement in the creation of the Barrier State between the United States and Canada. 
In 1793, however, Simcoe abruptly changed his mind and sought peace with the United 
States in order to avoid opening a new crease in the “French Revolutionary Wars”. 
Simcoe treated the United States commissioners – Benjamin Lincoln, Beverly 
Randolph, and Timothy Pickering – warmly when they arrived at Niagara in May 1793, 
seeking an escort by way of the Great Lakes in order to avoid the fate of John Hardin 
and Alexander Truman. However, at the 1793 Sandusky River Council, disagreement 
broke out between Shawnee and the Six Nations. The Shawnee and Delaware insisted 
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that the United States recognize the “1768 Fort Stanwix Treaty” between the Six 
Nations and Britain, which set the Ohio River as a boundary. Joseph Brant contended 
that the Six Nations had nothing to gain from this demand. He refused to concede. 
Many of the Council members doubted whether the United States commissioners even 
had the authority to negotiate these particular terms. Further disagreements erupted 
over Alexander McKee's influence and Simon Girty's translations. The U.S. 
commissioners argued that it would be too expensive to move “White Settlers” who had 
already established homesteads north of the Ohio River. The council (without the Six 
Nations) sent a declaration to the U.S. commissioners, contesting U.S. claims to any 
lands above the Ohio, since they were based on treaties made with nations that did not 
live there, and with money that had no value to the Native tribes. The Council proposed 
that the U.S. relocate the immigrants using the money that would have been used to 
buy Ohio lands and pay the Legion of the United States. The Council ended with 
discord among the Natives, and the commissioners wrote to Henry Knox that they had 
failed to secure peace in the Northwest. 

The North West Company looked to expand its control of the inland water routes by 
building Fort St. Louis at Fond du Lac in 1793. Fond du Lac, or the "Head of the Lake", 
was located at present-day Duluth at the mouth of the St. Louis River. From here the 
company controlled access to the St. Louis River and Savannah Portage. 

After St. Clair's disaster, Washington ordered General "Mad" Anthony Wayne to form a 
well-trained force and put an end to the situation. Wayne accepted the appointment in 
1792 and took command of the new "Legion of the United States" later that year, taking 
time to train and supply the new Army while the United States negotiated terms of 
peace. As the Native American confederacy and United States commissioners debated 
at the Grand Council on the Sandusky River in 1793, Wayne moved the Legion from 
Pennsylvania downriver to Fort Washington, at a camp Wayne named Hobson's Choice 
because they had no other options. On September 11, 1793, William Wells arrived at 
Fort Jefferson with news of the Grand Council's failure, and with a warning that a force 
of over 1,500 warriors was ready to attack Fort Jefferson and the Legion of the United 
States. Wayne advanced his troops north into Native territory. In November, the Legion 
built a new fort north of Fort Jefferson, which Wayne named Fort Greeneville on 20 
November 1793 in honor of General Nathanael Greene. The Legion wintered here, but 
Wayne dispatched a detachment of about 300 men on 23 December to quickly build 
Fort Recovery on the site of “St. Clair's Defeat” and recover the cannons lost there in 
1791. By June 1794, the Legion at Fort Recovery had recovered four brass cannons 
(two six-pound and two three-pound), two brass howitzers, and one iron carronade. 
That same month, a Native American force of over 1,200 warriors, under the command 
of the Ottawa Bear Chief and British officers, arrived at Fort Recovery with powder and 
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shot, intent on recovering the cannons. The force destroyed an escort, captured and 
scattered several hundred pack horses used for supply convoys, but failed to capture 
the fort, which was defended by artillery, dragoons, and Chickasaw scouts. The British 
officers recovered one cannon, but were unable to utilize it. One soldier later stated that 
"had we two barrels of powder, Fort Recovery would have been in our possession with 
the help of Sinclair’s cannon”. Those defending the fort suffered 23 casualties, 29 
wounded, and three prisoners of war. Estimates of the Native Nations casualties range 
from 17 to 50 killed, and perhaps 100 wounded. Some also died later of their wounds. 

Wayne's well-trained Legion advanced deeper into the territory of the Wabash 
Confederacy. Blue Jacket assumed total command, but the Native forces were defeated 
at the “Battle of Fallen Timbers” in August of 1794. Blue Jacket's warriors fled from the 
battlefield to regroup at British-held Fort Miami. However, they found themselves locked 
out of the fort. Americans then tried to take Fort Defiance but British resisted. American 
soldiers dug up buried bodies, stripped the clothes, and drove stakes through the 
corpses in a pit of rage. Other tribes in the area dispersed, leaving only the traditional 
Ottawa. British did not want Natives to work with European Immigrants, so they cut off 
provisions and spied. Native American leaders of Wyandot, Delaware, Ottawa, 
Shawnee, Miami, Eel River, Wea, Piankashaw, Kaskaskia, Chippewa, Potawatomi and 
Kickapoo signed “The Treaty of Greenville” in 1795, ceding extensive territory, including 
much of present-day Ohio and some of Illinois. The Natives, however, could still hunt on 
the land that they ceded. The Whites of Washington agreed to relinquish their claims to 
land north and west of the line, although the tribes permitted the Americans to establish 
several trading posts in their territory. The United States provided the Natives with 
$20,000 worth of goods for signing the treaty. The Americans also agreed to give Ohio's 
Native American signatories $9,500 every year in goods. The Natives were to decide 
how the goods would be divided among them. Britain and the United States were by 
then reaching a close rapprochement to counter Jacobin France during the French 
Revolution. Also that year, the United States negotiated the Jay Treaty with Great 
Britain, which required British withdrawal from the western forts while opening up some 
British territory in the Caribbean for American trade. The British evacuated many of their 
western forts in 1796. The Sioux and Chippewa warred in 1797. 

Jacques Vieau of North West Company established posts in Kewaunee, Sheboygan, 
Manitowoc and Milwaukee in Wisconsin in 1795. In 1802, George Nelson signed a 
five-year contract with the XY Company as an apprentice clerk, earning fifteen British 
pounds sterling per year. Upon completion of his contract, he would receive shares in 
the company or one hundred pounds sterling. Due to the XY Company's lack of 
experienced officers, Nelson was put in charge of a small fur trade outpost in Wisconsin 
at the age of 16. His lack of experience created conflicts with the men at his post, but 
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his ability to read and write qualified him to perform the job. Between winter fur seasons, 
Nelson traveled to Grand Portage on the northeast shore of Lake Superior to wait out 
the summer months. The NFC and XY merged in 1804. 

In 1800, the Indiana Territory was created to govern Northwest Territory, except Ohio. 
The “Treaty of St. Louis” of 1804 was signed by Indiana Territory Governor William 
Henry Harrison for the United States and representatives of the Sauk and Fox tribes led 
by Quashquame. Area tribes rejected it for legitimacy, especially Tecumseh, because 
Quashquame wasn’t given permission to make such deals, and because parts of the 
Mines belonged to the Ho-Chunk. Regardless, lead miners immediately moved into 
Prairie du Chien and Harrison kept pushing. 

In 1805, while Tecumseh went south to ally southern tribes, some Potawatomi attacked 
several American settlements in what would be called the “Osage River Massacre”, 
killing 34 women and children, and taking 60 prisoners. spurring Harrison to organize 
and army and march on Tippecanoe (Prophetstown, IN). 

Detroit was burnt to the ground in “The Great Fire of 1805”. The residents banded 
together in “Bucket Brigades” to try and extinguish the fire. 

The Wyandot allied with French (and Hudson). Then the “Treaty of Detroit” of 1807 
joined the Wyandot and The Three Fires. The Ho-Chunk and Fox worked together to 
drive the Illinois Kaskaskia out of Wisconsin. The Illinois Peoria still refused to return 
prisoners from Detroit. 

After two weeks of negotiating, the Potawatomi leaders convinced the Miami to accept 
the treaty as reciprocity to the Potawatomi who had earlier accepted treaties less 
advantageous to them at the request of the Miami. The “Treaty of Fort Wayne” was 
signed in 1809, selling the United States over 3,000,000 acres chiefly along the Wabash 
River north of Vincennes. During the winter, Harrison was able to obtain the acceptance 
of the Wea by offering them a large subsidy. The Kickapoo were closely allied with the 
Shawnee at Prophetstown and Harrison feared they would be difficult to sway. He 
offered the Wea an increased subsidy if the Kickapoo would also accept the treaty, 
causing the Wea to pressure the Kickapoo leaders to accept. By the Spring of 1810, 
Harrison had completed negotiations but the treaty was finalized. In 1811, Harrison 
gathered the scattered militia companies at Fort Knox, near a settlement on Maria 
Creek, north of Vincennes. There he was joined by the sixty-man company called the 
Yellow Jackets from Corydon, Indiana, as well as the Indiana Rangers. From there the 
force of about 1,000 set out northward towards Prophetstown. The army reached the 
site of modern Terre Haute, Indiana, in October, where they camped and built Fort 
Harrison while waiting for supplies to be delivered. A scouting party of Yellow Jackets 
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was ambushed by Native Americans soon after causing several casualties and 
preventing the men from continuing to forage. Supplies quickly began to run low. A few 
weeks later, rations were cut and remained so until the end of the month when fresh 
supplies arrived via the Wabash River from Vincennes. With the army resupplied, 
Harrison resumed his advance to Prophetstown. The battle lasted about two hours and 
Harrison lost 62 men (37 killed in action and 25 mortally wounded), and about 126 were 
less seriously hurt. Historians estimate that as many as 50 Native Americans were killed 
and about 70–80 were wounded. The warriors retreated to Prophetstown, where, 
according to one chief's account, the warriors confronted Tenskwatawa and accused 
him of deceit because of the many deaths that his spells were supposed prevent. He 
blamed his wife for sabotaging his magic medicine, offering to cast a new spell, insisting 
that the warriors launch a second attack. The warriors refused. Fearing Tecumseh's 
imminent return with reinforcements, Harrison ordered his men to fortify the camp with 
for the rest of the day. As the sentries moved back out, they discovered and scalped the 
bodies of 36 warriors. The following day, Harrison sent a small group of men to inspect 
the town, and found it was deserted except for one elderly woman too sick to flee. The 
rest of the defeated Natives had evacuated the village during the night. Harrison 
ordered his troops to spare the woman, but to burn down Prophetstown and destroy the 
Native Americans' cooking tools. This would make the Confederacy hard pressed to 
survive the Winter. Everything of value was taken off the Natives, including 5,000 
bushels of corn and beans. Harrison's troops buried their own dead on the site of the 
camp, and after they departed, the Native Americans returned to the grave site, digging 
up many of the corpses and scattering the bodies in retaliation. The government and 
media used this as a launching point for Andrew Jackson’s career, tying the success of 
Tecumseh and the British to French, and ultimately Native, presence. 

There were over 50 multiethnic communities throughout Great Lakes before the “War of 
1812”. 

With the Fox, Sauk and Potawatomi, the Ho-Chunk destroyed a newly built Fort 
Madison, IA in 1813. Missouri Territory Governor William Clark organized squad in St. 
Louis, Zachary Taylor was originally a part of unit. They went up the Mississippi, fighting 
off Saukenuk (Sauk), eventually arriving to Prairie du Chien and building up Fort Shelby 
in 1814 – the first American fort in Wisconsin. They also brought in a gunboat to sit next 
to the fort. Servicemen returned home or lived on the ship. The British assembled a 
force, which included Mississippi Volunteers, 650 Michigan Fencibles, Ho-Chunk and 
and a 3-pounder cannon. They arrived and took out the gunboat with the 3-pounder, 
sending it downstream in the “Siege of Prairie du Chien”. Americans at Fort Shelby 
eventually ran out of supplies and surrendered. No one was killed. British renamed Fort 
McKay. St. Louis sent reinforcements but they were attacked at Saukenuk. Americans 
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sent another troop a month later in the “Battle of Credit Island". Then they signed the 
"Treaty of Ghent"  in 1815, After that, the British burned Fort McKay down, and 
Americans replaced it with Fort Crawford the following year. The Ho-Chunk made peace 
with America in St. Louis in 1816 but continued to charge tolls on their lands. 

John Astor began American Fur Company in Wisconsin in 1816. Government 
established factories La Baye and Prairie du Chien. Tensions were high during the 
“Lead Rush”. Thousands moved into these areas to dig. 

There were no wars between the Americans and Chippewa after 1815, and much of the 
Chippewa have remained on their homelands in the United States and Canada. 

In 1816, La Baye had a population of about 40 families, who were virtually all Métis. In 
the summer of 1820 La Baye was estimated by Henry Schoolcraft to have 500 
inhabitants, all essentially Métis or at least in Métis families, that is even if they could be 
called clearly French, Ottawa, or some other Native American group, their spouse was 
of a different group. The Yankees called it a "mongrel French settlement”. 

After Michigan was admitted as a state and under pressure of increased 
European-American settlers from eastern states, many Métis migrated westward into 
the Canadian Prairies, including the Red River Colony. Some identified with Native 
groups, while many others were subsumed in an ethnic "French" identity, such as the 
Muskrat French. The Métis were dominant in the economy and of present-day 
Wisconsin and Northern Michigan in the early 1800s. They also had political draw. It 
was largely with Métis support that Gabriel Richard was elected as delegate to 
Congress. He co-founded Catholopistemiad of Michigania (University of Michigan) in 
1817. 

The Presbyteries of Logansport, IN, Highland, KS, Richland, OH, Chillicothe, OH, 
Washington, western PA, and Lutheran Synods of Wisconsin, Allegheny and Southern 
Iowa – all openly condemned slavery following a “lukewarm” Act of 1818 by the 
“General Assembly”. The Synod of Chicago took the other side. 

Presbyterian minister and academic Elijah Lovejoy moved to St. Louis in the 1820s and 
published a popular anti-Jackson, anti-Slavery, and anti-Catholic newspaper. In contrast 
to the "non-interference" strategy of the missionaries, he took a more direct approach to 
abolitionism.  

New York tribes were removed to Wisconsin in 1822. American Fur Company passed 
America in production, with locations in New York, Montreal and the Old Northwest. 
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Many were also displeased with the manpowered factories. Congress shut down their 
support of fur trade in 1822. 

Starting in 1823, Free Masons began building lodges all over Wisconsin. A few years 
later, in 1826, the American Home Missionary Society (AHMS) arrived to assist frontier 
churches, build schools and colleges. 

Senator Thomas Benton of Missouri proposed an amendment to the constitution for 
Election by Districts in 1823-24. His resolution to change the Electoral College was 
defeated by the Senate, 30 to 13. 

Icelandic fisherman moved to Potawatomi Island in search of large trout, forming 
America’s oldest Icelandic Community. 

Ho-Chunk signed the “Treaty of Prairie du Chien” in 1825. 

In 1827, the American Fur Company (AFC) achieved a monopoly on the fur trade in 
Minnesota. The Company suddenly increased its prices by 300 percent. Native 
Americans, returning from the hunt with expectations of trading for their yearly supplies, 
found themselves cast into a debt cycle that would increase in the decades ahead. 
Natives would receive virtually unlimited credit as long as they maintained the most 
precious collateral – land. As game was over hunted and demands for furs changed, the 
system collapsed under a burden of debt. 

A series of violent attacks from Ho-Chunk in 1829 against European Immigrants 
became known as “Winnebago War”, but the area eventually opened up for lead mining 
in Southwestern Wisconsin. 

Wrestling had become popular sport in America in the 1800s, after George Washington 
popularized the Irish Collar-and-Elbow style. Zachary Taylor favored wrestling as an 
Army Sport during his days in the Illinois Volunteers, who were well known for their 
wrestling. Both Wrestling and Boxing grew as local sports. Abraham Lincoln was the 
wrestling champion of his county in Illinois as a 21-year-old in 1830. While working at a 
store in New Salem, IL, Lincoln had a famous bout with Jack Armstrong, also a county 
wrestling champion, and won. Lincoln lost it when Armstrong started fouling him. He 
slammed Armstrong to the ground, knocking him out. Two years later, while serving as 
a captain in the Illinois Volunteers during the “Black Hawk War”, Lincoln lost his only 
recorded match to a soldier in another unit. The East Coast brought Wrestling and 
Boxing but the Midwest turned them into athletics. Of the Sports the Midwest was not 
into included “Dog Fighting” and “Cock Fighting”, although over time, the practices have 
crept into bigger cities including Chicago and Detroit. 
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The “Indian Removal Act of 1830” had little immediate effect on frontier. The Ho-Chunk 
didn’t move at all until many years later. A vigorous lobbying campaign of the Wisconsin 
legislature, missionary groups, regional newspapers, and many local immigrant groups 
aided the Wisconsin Chippewas in their resistance to the Removal Order. Eventually, 
under pressure from The Fed, the Menominee ceded 4 million acres across Wisconsin 
and Michigan. The Ho-Chunk soon signed away their lands as well. But in contrast to 
most of America, and even the rest of the Midwest, various communities of Wisconsin 
worked together vigorously to protect the Native Americans. 

The Potawatomi were bought out for the most part but did manage to employ a similar 
strategy to the Chippewa. Instead of moving right away, they were caught “strolling” in 
northern Wisconsin via the census, and remained long enough on the frontier to gain 
back some of their lands. The Potawatomi utilized non-Native Wisconsinite help and a 
reverse strategy (legally buying up already ceased land) to stand against American 
interference. 

“It is one of the few Midwestern states with Indian reservations and it has one of the 
largest and most diversified Indian populations east of the Mississippi.” 

The Church of Christ was forced out of Independence, MO and moved to Illinois to build 
the city of Nauvoo in 1830 as the new Headquarters for the newly organized faction of 
Christianity. They encouraged that people would only act if directed by specific 
passages from The Bible. 

The first Protestant mission arrived in Wisconsin in 1831. Presbyterian Minister 
Sherman Hall was a descendent of a 1620 Plymouth Rock Pilgrim. Oberlin College was 
founded in Ohio in 1833, and played a significant role in connecting education and 
Presbyterianism to Abolitionism. 

In 1829, there were more than 4,000 miners working in southwestern Wisconsin, 
producing 13 million pounds of lead a year. By 1832, over 60,000 immigrants had 
moved into the Great Lakes region. Arriving in the 1830s-40s, the Cornish became a 
large part of the mining industry, settled in rural communities and in the towns of Mineral 
Point and Dodgeville. When lead mining went into decline, many of the Cornish moved 
on to the copper mines of Michigan and the gold mines of California. Da Badgers. 

“History, rather than the law, explains Wisconsin’s unofficial nickname as the ‘Badger 
State.’ During the lead-mining boom that began just prior to 1830 in southwestern 
Wisconsin, the name was first applied to miners who were too busy digging the ‘gray 
gold’ to build houses. Like badgers, they moved into abandoned mine shafts and 
makeshift burrows for shelter. Although ‘badgers’ had a somewhat derogatory 
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connotation at first, it gradually gained acceptance as an apt description of the 
hardworking and energetic settlers of the Wisconsin Territory." 

Early non-Anglo European Immigrants also harvested Wheat, Cranberries and 
Tobacco. Norwegians were especially involved with the Cranberry and Tobacco 
production process. The Wetlands that gave way to Cranberries and Hops also gave 
way to “Wiregrass” – an industry centered in Oshkosh, WI that offered Mats, Rugs, 
Wraps, and all the like until “Plastic” took over in the 1950s. 

Further South, Black Hawk of the Sauk never gave permission to Quashquame to make 
the treaty he did several years prior, which included Black Hawk’s hunting grounds and 
birthplace on the island of Saukenuk in Illinois. He either ignored or didn’t know the 
terms, because he recruited Fox and Kickapoo, and crossed the Mississippi like he had 
been for years to hunt. This time U.S. officials were there waiting for Black Hawk’s 
"British Band" of 1,000+, and considered this the start of “Black Hawk’s War”. This 
group of Sauk and others were called the “British Band” because they were still allied 
with the English, unaware of the supposed new authority of America. The U.S. militia 
opened fire on a peaceful delegation from the Native Americans on May 14, 1832. They 
were told the Sauk were hostile, and were walking around with an overestimated and 
sensationalized report that “two-thousand blood-thirsty warriors were sweeping all 
Northern Illinois with the besom of destruction”. Black Hawk responded at the “Battle of 
Stillman's Run”. Then Black Hawk led his band to a secure location in what is now 
southern Wisconsin, before he was further pursued by U.S. forces. General Henry 
Atkinson was hot on his trail and established Fort Koshkonong (Fort Atkinson, WI) on 
the road. The two factions fought again in “Battle of Wisconsin Heights”. Meanwhile, 
other Ho-Chunk and Potawatomi went rogue, and conducted raids against forts and 
settlements largely unprotected with the absence of U.S. troops. This built anti-Native 
anxieties. Settlers were ambushed in Buffalo Grove, IL, Kellogg’s Grove, IL and in the 
“Indian Creek Massacre” – where another disconnected British Band killed, scalped and 
mutilated men, women and children, and kidnapped two teenage girls. White Crow 
negotiated their release.  

The Sauk were weak and finally defeated at “Battle of Bad Axe”. The Menominee and 
Dakota tribes, already at odds with the Sauk and Fox, supported America. Abraham 
Lincoln was in the Illinois militia and may have been involved. His highly publicized 
statements at the burial of Stillman's men further angered the homesteaders in the area. 
The anti-Native rhetoric was formed. 

Most Wisconsin tribes tried to avoid conflict though, and Chief Shabbona of the 
Potawatomi even rode around warning villages of incoming attacks. 
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The first official Wisconsin newspaper Green Bay Intelligencer was established in 1833. 
John Philips Brewery of Mineral Point, WI opened in 1835, becoming America’s first 
Brewery. Wisconsin, with its strong German population, quickly became America’s top 
Hop and Beer producer, and created huge names for its farming and brewing 
processes. A few of the most well-known Wisconsin Brews include Miller, Schlitz, Blatz, 
Pabst, Leinenkugel’s, Point, New Glarus, Capital and Lakefront. There are too many 
“Microbreweries” to count. St. Louis grew as a name in brewing as well, starting a few 
years later, eventually creating Anheuser-Busch and many others. 

More area was bought up and developed. The Wisconsin Territory was established in 
1836, and Madison named its capital. Wisconsin quickly became top fishing operation, 
netting huge lots, sleeping in classic Midwest Log Cabins, packing up fish in barrels and 
sending them downriver. In 1834, AFC departments were sold to partners who included 
the Chouteaus, Henry Sibley, and Hercules Dousman. Business strategy of the 
reorganized companies changed from fur trading to treaty making. In 1835, Ramsay 
Crooks moved American Fur Company’s headquarters from Mackinac Island to La 
Pointe on Madeline Island in Wisconsin's Apostle Islands. He also commissioned fishing 
camps at Grand Portage, Fond du Lac, and Isle Royale. These sites were near Lake 
Superior's best fishing grounds. The company saw dramatic increases in output from 
1836 to 1839. Most of the fish was shipped in barrels through Sault Ste. Marie to lower 
lake ports such as Detroit, Cleveland, and Toledo. A typical fisherman for the American 
Fur Company earned approximately $150-300 per year. The fishermen spent the year 
in small log cabins in various camps around the lake, packed up fish in barrels and often 
sent them downriver. Minnesota's first Governor Henry Hastings Sibley worked as a fur 
trader for a while. In his papers, he talked about many disputes in the trade. In 
Minnesota, the Dakota and Chippewa were in steady negotiations with Hudson Bay Fur 
Company, maintaining treaties with Dakota, Chippewa and Ho-Chunk, peace between 
Sauk and Fox, relations with U.S. missionaries, and company disputes. But In 1837, 
financially stressed Dakota and Ojibwe people began selling land in Minnesota. Fur 
traders, through their political connections, were able to divert government payments for 
Native lands into their own pockets. In effect, land cession treaties became a vast 
“Government Bailout” of fur trade corporations. John Deere opened shop in Illinois in 
1837, which helped mass-engineer farm equipment. 

During what is called the “Second Great Awakening” (1790-1830), the Lutheran Synod 
of Cincinnati, the Synod of the Western Reserve, the Synod of Indiana, the Synod of 
Michigan, and the Synod of Illinois, together with the numerous Congregational 
Churches and Presbyteries embraced within these jurisdictions, had consistently 
labored to get the “General Assembly” to go on record against the tolerance of slavery 
in the churches of this denomination following the schism in the Presbyterian Church in 
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1837-1838. Even prior to, in 1835, the Western Reserve declared slavery “a sin against 
god, a high-handed trespass on the rights of man.” The New School Presbyterian 
bodies in the Midwest all but unanimously protested against the connection of the 
churches with the system of involuntary servitude. Certain churches would be divided 
over the issue and thus split off rapidly from the central church. A sweeping desire for 
independence from the central church came over the Midwest with the Unionism of the 
1830s, and lead to a steady decline in solidarity between congregations. However, the 
progressive nature of these churches would be an important factor for years to come. 

After the “Panic of 1837”, some were questioning abolitionism as the cause for hard 
times, but Elijah Lovejoy still rallied to organize a state Anti-Slavery Society. 
Congregationalists all over the Midwest were pushing through vigorous anti-slavery 
resolutions, regardless of the inaction of the East, South and West. 

There were 146 Presbyterian missionaries throughout Wisconsin at the time, although 
several resigned after the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions and 
AHMS once again failed to take a divisive stance on slavery. Two African-American 
Christian Churches played a huge role in the Civil Rights Movement. Actually, before 
anything else, the Black community was tired of being so quiet in church. The African 
Methodist Episcopal (AME) formed a base in Ohio, and later in Illinois and Missouri. The 
Black Baptist Providence Association and Union Association in Ohio, Wood River 
Association (Western Convention) in Illinois, Wisconsin and Kansas, and Amherst 
Association in Michigan and Canada all played a part in the formation of Midwestern 
religious thought. Some Black Churches were politically active but many were not. Most 
were involved in local community improvement. The Catholics were typically quiet in 
church and involved in community uplift, but also notoriously regressive in many 
traditions. Presbyterians or “Congregationalists” or “Protestants” (as the term is used 
now) were quiet in church, vocal in political matters, but not nearly as involved in local 
welfare. Lutherans were typically quiet while observing God, and often politically, but 
heavily involved in both improving local community and pushing progressive reform. 

Also, Joseph Smith, founder of the The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
travelled to the states of Ohio, Illinois and Missouri during the 1830s, establishing the 
Mormon Church.  

Ole Knudsen Nattestad settled on Rock Prairie in Jefferson Prairie (Clinton, WI) in 1838. 
He and his brother were critical in bringing future waves of Norwegian Immigrants 
(including my family) to the Midwest. The Jefferson Prairie Lutheran Church was 
established in 1844. Reverend Claus Lauritz Clausen accepted an invitation to be 
pastor of the church on the shore of Whitewater Lake in Heart Prairie near present day 
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Whitewater, WI. He renamed the area “Luther Valley”. In 1845, he moved to the 
Koshkonong settlement in Dane County, WI. The year after, Eielsen Synod started in 
Luther Valley. In 1849, the Wisconsin Synod came together in Milwaukee. In 1851, 
Clausen co-founded the Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Synod in Luther Valley. In 
1852, he became the first editor of Emigranten, the first Norwegian secular newspaper 
in America, published in Inmansville, WI. He and his paper crusaded against slavery 
and for the preservation of the United States.  

The Federal Government removed Menominee in Juneau County, Wisconsin in the 
1830s and 1840s, and the U.S. Army, on orders from the Fed, removed Ho-Chunk from 
their lands. The immigrants and Natives worked together, though. Yellow Thunder 
encouraged the area immigrants to pressure Congress to support the inclusion of these 
Native groups in the “Homestead Act”. This eventually became a reality. Now, places 
with high Native populations – Baraboo, La Crosse, Tomah, Mauston, Reedsburg, 
Wittenberg, Wisconsin Dells and Black River Falls – reflect old Homestead sites. This 
German-Native mix of culture, is the culture that my family comes from. Also, Irish 
families, like that of future Wisconsin Governor Tommy Thompson, got into logging and 
farming. 

Anne Pickett founded America’s first Cheese Factory in Lake Mills, WI in 1841. 
Wisconsin became the center for Cheese Production. 

The Prince de Joinville came to Wisconsin in 1841 to meet with Eleazar Williams – who 
was supposedly the lost Mohawk-raised “Dauphin” heir to the French throne – to get 
him to buy out of his rightful position. Williams had a lot in common with the missing 
person but he could never quite prove his regality. He would, however, get care 
packages, a cult following and chateau in New York. Who knows if he was the son of 
Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette... 

Governor James Duane Doty bought out the Dejope land from the Ho-Chunk, and 
plotted the land for the Town and City of Madison. 

The U.S. government signed the "Treaty With The Chippewas" in 1842, buying up more 
land, but with many more stipulations than came with previous “Removal Orders”. The 
Chippewa utilized their friends in the community and proposed a thorough offer to the 
U.S. officials. They retained hunting rights on the land, the use of unceded lands as 
communal property, the same treatment as “Whites”, a healthy paycheck, and 
provisions for "Half-breed" relatives for years to come. Their negotiations would become 
the standard for all Native American treaties afterward. The Chippewa and the 
Wisconsinites set the president. 
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Wisconsin was a major hub for the “Underground Railroad”. John J. Miter moved to 
Wisconsin to double as a minister and abolitionist. Ichabod Codding became a 
champion abolitionist, working on the Underground Railroad, for the inclusion of women, 
and for Wisconsin's first anti-slavery newspaper. Hiram Foote worked as a minister and 
Underground Railroad activist in Wisconsin. 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul assembled in St. Louis in 1845. The Catholic organization 
trained priests and sent missions to help the poor. They offered emotional support, 
shelter, food and clothing to many low-income families, and continue to do so today in 
many more places. 

The "Great Flood of 1844” and 1851 overran the Upper Mississippi, causing many to 
move from their native and farm lands. 

Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum were murdered in the Carthage Jail in Illinois, 
during the hot afternoon of June 27, 1844. A mob with blackened faces stormed the 
facility, martyring them forever as Prophets of the Mormon Church.  

Lake Superior saw its first passenger Steam Ships in 1845. Colonel Present company 
Charles W. Whittlesey said the following of the mixed Sault Ste. Marie community in 
1846: 

“This rugged company, full of fun and frolic, with beards of three months’ cultivation, in 
red flannel shirts, and fustian trowsers in shreds, white beaver hats, less the border, 
some in shoes, some in moccasins, and some in boots, from all of which various toes 
were looking out surprised even the worthy burghers of the Sault. The Sault Ste. Marie 
has been a trading post more than two hundred years. The good Catholics Ramboult 
and Jonges, preached preentance to the Nodowessies, or Sioux, on this spot, in 1641, 
whom the French traders immediately followed. Here it may be said the borders of 
civilization have been fixed for two centuries. In consequence, a mixed race has arisen, 
neither the representatives of refinement nor of barbarism, but of a medium state. It may 
well be supposed, that a band of jolly fellows, habited as we have described these 
hardy surveyors, axemen, chainmen, and packers, would not attract here that attention 
which they would in New-York, or in London. But they appeared to be objects of no little 
interest and curiosity to the worthy inhabitants of the Sault, especially as some of them 
were so disfigured that their old friends did not recognize them.” 

Whittlesey also noted of the Wisconsin trade in 1846: 

“There is a hardy class of Frenchmen and half-breeds, cousin-german to the Canadian 
voyageur, called “packers;” they were bred in the service of the Fur Companies, to carry 
goods from the nearest landing to the trading post, and return with a pack of furs. The 
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surveyors found these packers indispensable to their operations. They will carry from 50 
to 70 pounds, and can travel along in the recesses of the forest, without fear of losing 
their way. They are patient, cheerful, and obedient; in fact, they are on land what the 
voyageur is upon the water. His capacity for food corresponds with his ability to endure 
fatigue, and his great care is to secure it in sufficient quantity. He makes, with a little 
instruction, an excellent axeman and chainman. If circumstances prevent a return to the 
camp, or the rendezvous, he can lie down at the foot of a tree, sleep till daybreak, and 
resume his tramp without complaint.” 

American Fur Company built a Copper mining operation in La Pointe in 1847, further 
expanding business, and providing a steady supply to the Lake Superior harbor for 
many years. 

Garret H. Baker and Elmina Clapp moved to Wisconsin in 1848 to join the Wisconsin 
Phalanx, a commune of social reformers. The 19 men and one boy who founded the 
commune arrived to the area four years earlier from Kenosha, Wisconsin. The 
population grew to about 200. They constructed several commonly-owned longhouses, 
and named their settlement Ceresco, after Cereste, the Roman Goddess of Harvest. 
The commune prospered economically until 1849, when a former New York steamboat 
captain named David P. Mapes established a new, commercial village near Ceresco, 
which he named Ripon. The Phalanx couldn’t compete with Mapes’ aggressive 
commercial development and the commune was dissolved in 1851. The two settlements 
consolidated in 1853, and incorporated in 1858 as the City of Ripon, WI. 

Wisconsin established its statehood in 1848, founded the University of Wisconsin - 
Madison and Wisconsin State Historical Society the same year. Slavery was outlawed. 
Wisconsin became the second state to abolish Capital Punishment. A couple years 
later, Wisconsin Anglo Abolitionist and Author of Wisconsin Free Democrat – Sherman 
Booth – organized The Liberty Party, condemning slavery in print. This was in contrast 
to the more “Don't Ask Don't Tell” policy of many Churches and Newspapers. 

By 1850, immigration had risen to 369,000 annually to the Great Lakes area. Around 
30% of residents in Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, out to 
Montana, Nevada and California were foreign-born from 1850-1900. About 7,000 of the 
27,000 British-American Immigrants in Wisconsin were Cornish, many of them lead 
miners that came during the "Lead Rush". Over 8,600 Norwegians lived in Wisconsin. 
The highest concentration of Norwegians communities in the state was located in the 
Rock River Basin of Wisconsin. There were 4,500 Belgians living in Wisconsin, the 
largest population in the country, in 1853. Six families from Luxembourg moved to Port 
Washington, WI. 
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German Forty-Eighters settled in Wisconsin after “Revolutions of 1848”, and especially 
in Milwaukee. Along with brewing, the Germans were skilled in many trades, including 
baking and carpentry. They were also laborers, farmers, musicians and merchants. 
Later on, scientists, writers, scholars and other intellectuals would join the mix. Millions 
would arrive to America in the following years, most living in the “German Triangle” of 
Cincinnati, Milwaukee and St. Louis. 

“After the failed German Revolution of 1848, thousands of German revolutionaries fled 
Europe and immigrated to the United States. Several of the '48ers came to Wisconsin, 
changing the culture and history of the state in the mid-19th Century.” 

The Germans started arriving in mass numbers in 1850, and the Polish and Italians 
followed. Some groups settled in the city, moreso the Italians, who also put in a lot of 
work on the railroads and the mines in the UP. Others started farms and small 
businesses. Dairy farming skyrocketed like the nation had never seen. The Yankees 
had a head start on politics but they were about to get a rude awakening from the 
cultural explosion in the Midwest. 

The German and Norwegian farmers stood against the English Manifest Destiny Gang. 
The two Midwest communities didn't like how the Yankees were buying and selling land 
and people as a means to an end. The Germans and Norwegians appreciated the 
environment and their craft instead. The Yankees also treated the Germans like dirt 
from the beginning, forcing them into their hierarchy. As early as 1854, some Yankees, 
who filled the political and high-ranking positions in Wisconsin, had already started 
banning German-taught schools and forcing German Immigrants to change their 
names. Native Americans were put through the same process and were treated even 
harsher. The anti-German rhetoric was strong among the English, though. After having 
just left a hostile environment overseas, German-Americans were already being forced 
to assimilate to Anglo Culture and they didn't like that. The activist OGs spoke their 
minds, went to battle, and used their beer to save the culture. 

"As one of the largest immigrant groups in Wisconsin, German Americans were deeply 
affected by the war. Despite the wide spectrum of political and religious beliefs across 
Wisconsin's German-American community, the vast majority maintained a strong 
cultural unity based on pride in German accomplishments, a vigorous German language 
press, and a persistent conflict with the dominant Yankee cultural values. This tension 
centered largely on the issue of alcohol (Protestant Yankees being generally in favor of 
temperance, while brewing and beer drinking were accepted norms in German culture), 
and often expressed unfortunate overtones of nativism by Yankees and religious 
intolerance by both sides. As a consequence, many German organizations devoted to 
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preserving German heritage and defending civil liberties were subsidized by the brewing 
and distilling interests, which inhibited German American efforts to win sympathy 
outside their community." 

The “Removal Order of 1849” and the heroic story of Chief Buffalo and the Wisconsin 
Chippewa is a little known piece of history. Historically, Wisconsin stood strongly 
against the “Indian Removal Acts”, and also advocated for the creation of “Indian 
Reservations”. A series of carefully drawn documents, hideouts, stalls, and use of 
translators lead to the preservation of many settled Wisconsin tribal lands, although the 
United States would force its hand strongly over the following years. Wisconsinites 
called the removal order "uncalled for" and "prejudicial" and stood aside the Natives 
against the tyrannical government. Washington thought the air was too socialist, militant 
and drunk in Wisconsin for their comfort, so they tried mind games. The Yankees didn't 
want the Native Americans of Wisconsin to have any more "injurious contact" with the 
rest of the local culture. President Zachary Taylor's administration planned an unlawful 
removal of Chippewa in 1850. They told the tribe that they were supposed to get their 
payments in Sandy Lake, MN instead of La Pointe, and in the late fall, right before the 
winter. Nearly 3,000 waited for weeks at the location, and hundreds died. When 
America finally showed up in December, they didn't have enough for everyone, and 
more died because of it. This is known as the “Sandy Lake Tragedy”. 

While in London, England, by way of his native Germany, Carl Schurz married fellow 
revolutionary Johannes Ronge's sister-in-law, Margarethe Meyer, in July 1852. Then, 
like many other Forty-Eighters, they emigrated to the United States. The Schurz's 
moved to Watertown, WI, where Carl took up politics and Margarethe began her 
Seminal work in early Childhood Education. In Wisconsin, Schurz became immersed in 
the anti-slavery movement, and joined the Republican Party. 

Chief Buffalo’s adopted son Benjamin Armstrong trekked to Washington in 1852 to meet 
with President Millard Fillmore and The Fed about the Removal Orders. After a long 
journey met with tough resistance from settlers and politicians along the way, Armstrong 
and company made it to President Fillmore. The President said a new treaty would be 
signed in 1854 in La Pointe, WI. Benjamin headed home. 

The first Norwegian secular newspaper in America, Emigranten, began publication in 
Rock County, WI in 1852. The paper's first editor crusaded against slavery and for the 
preservation of  United States lands. Then in 1853, the Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (Norwegian Synod) was organized at Luther Valley. 

On February 13 of 1854, at a Milwaukee meeting, Sherman Booth headed a committee 
and passed resolutions that were then adapted and adopted by many other 
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anti-Nebraska meetings held throughout Wisconsin, including the one upcoming. 
Joshua Glover, escaped slave on the run, headed North from St. Louis, Missouri and 
was living in Racine, Wisconsin, when suddenly his old Yankee slaveowner hunted him 
down and snatched him from his home in March 10, 1854 in middle of the night – under 
the “Fugitive Slave Act”. The next day, Sherman Booth incited a mob of 5,000 people 
from Milwaukee and Racine to march on the jail Glover was being held in. They broke 
down the door and set the man loose to make his way up to Canada via one 
Underground Railroad. Booth was arrested but bailed out immediately by his 
supporters. In a sneaky maneuver, he turned himself into the Feds so that his lawyer 
could file for an unlawful arrest. Wisconsin Supreme Court Abram Daniel Smith, a 
member of a Hunters' Lodge and Freemasons, made history for Wisconsin by declaring 
Sherman Booth innocent and releasing him free. This was in direct disobedience with 
United States law and went to the Supreme Court, pressing the “Fugitive Slave Act”. 

These events provided the last push that the Whigs, Barnburners, Free Soil Party (The 
Liberty Party) and Freethinkers (Forty-Eighters) needed to come together in March 20, 
1854 at the first meeting of the "Republican Party" in Ripon, Wisconsin. They organized 
in the name of Commonwealth and Civil Rights for all. Wisconsin was the heart of 
Progressive politics, and represented the most dynamic and complex Working Class 
economy in the United States. Garrett Baker of Wisconsin chaired the meeting. 

Abraham Lincoln debated Stephen Douglas (author of the “Kansas-Nebraska” Bill) on 
moral, legal and economic grounds on October 3, 1854. However, the policy would still 
go through – causing a small War between “Border Ruffian” pro-slavery advocates from 
Missouri, and “Free-Stater” anti-slavery advocates in what became known as “Bleeding 
Kansas”. There were at least 30 casualties in the precursor to the war. Native 
Americans were caught in the middle of it, and many of the battling Migrants wound up 
“Squatting” on Native lands during this time, causing violence within those communities. 

In 1855, Margaretha Meyer opened America’s first Kindergarten in Watertown, 
Wisconsin. The movement originated to set up Educational and social Community 
Centers for kids, and would go on become the standard for our public school system. 
Shout out all the awesome Wisconsin Teachers. You guys are a kickass group. 

During the “Lincoln-Douglas Debates” of 1858, between Abraham Lincoln and Stephen 
A. Douglas, Carl Schurz took part as a speaker on behalf of Lincoln – mostly in German 
– which raised Lincoln's popularity among German-American voters. He also pushed for 
“Honest Money”, to back our currency with the “Gold Standard”. 

The Shaarei Shamayim Congregation was founded in 1856 by Jewish immigrants from 
Germany in 1856. In 1863, they built a synagogue in Madison, WI designed by August 
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Kutzbock, a recent German immigrant, in the Rundbogenstil style. Kutzbock also used 
this distinctive architectural style for the Carrie Pierce and Van Slyke Houses in the 
nearby Mansion Hill district. The building is now the eighth-oldest surviving synagogue 
in the U.S. Over the course of the coming years, they leased the building to a Unitarian 
congregation, and later repurposed it for the Women's Christian Temperance Union, 
other churches, and a funeral home. The Historic Synagogue was restored in the 
1970s. 

The New School Presbyterian General Assembly, mostly Northerners, and Abolitionists, 
split from the Old School General Assembly in 1858. Southern Churches stayed with 
the Old School longer, but split after the General Assembly gave its allegiance to the 
Federal Government. 

Little Crow of the Minnesota Dakota Sioux, and several of his associates, trekked to 
Washington D.C. to negotiate treaties in 1858. Towns, and the Logging and Agriculture 
Industries were bleeding onto their lands, and it was becoming increasingly difficult to 
secure the continued annuities that the U.S. promised. 

By 1860, there were 50,000 Irish living in rural southwestern Wisconsin, Milwaukee, at 
lumber camps or near railroad lines. Over half of the 44,000 Norwegian-Americans lived 
in Wisconsin. The Norwegians immigrated in big numbers and generally went into 
farming and logging with or alongside the Native Americans. Some 5,000 Dutch had 
immigrated to Sheboygan and Fon du Lac. Many took up their craft locally. The Danish 
started to arrive in increasing numbers. The Germans continued to move to Wisconsin 
in mass. Of the lot, most were Catholic and Lutheran. Others were Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Jewish or Free Thinkers. 

Even though Lincoln lost the race against Douglas, he gave some of the greatest 
speeches in U.S. History. Impressed, and picking up steam, the Wisconsin Republican 
Party eventually passed the platform to the popular Abraham Lincoln of Illinois – in 
hopes of garnering a larger group of supporters for their political cause. During the 
campaign, Paramilitary Organizations rose to support the party including the "Rocky 
Mountain Clubs" and "Freedom Clubs". A group of 10,000 “Wide Awakes” marched for 
3 miles in Chicago on October 3, 1860. The Wisconsin-Illinois faction was 2nd largest 
(250 companies) only to the movement's birthplace in Connecticut. The militias of young 
men acted as police for their party and it often got violent with opposition. Lincoln won 
the election and placed his opponents on his cabinet, which didn’t include a single 
Wisconsinite from the platform he was elected upon. The South seceded from the U.S. 
and then came the war in 1861. 
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While the majority of Germans served in ethnically mixed units, about a fifth of German 
enlistees served in units which were all German, in the “German Regiment”. Wisconsin 
sent 91,379 people to the “Civil War” – 30,000 of them German. The “Screaming 
Eagles” and “Black Hats” of the "Iron Brigade" Regiments of Wisconsin and the Upper 
Midwest were the most feared troops in America. They “Stood Like Iron” in Gettysburg. 
They were also sent into the bloodiest battles. Company D, 1st Wisconsin Infantry 
Regiment, was known as the “Black Yagers” – an Anglicization of the German word 
Jaeger, meaning “Hunter”. Over 4,000 Norwegians served and 3,000 Swedes. The 
"Norwegian Regiment" of 1,000 took part in 26 battles in the “Civil War”. Companies 
included “St. Olaf’s Rifles”, the “Norway Bear Hunters” and “Odin’s Rifles”. There were 
128 people with the name Ole in the unit. In the dead of winter, Colonel Hans Christian 
Heg and the Norse set out for battle. They won a key battle in Union City, Tennessee. 
Over a third would die valiantly, mostly in the "Battle of Chickamauga" – one of the most 
gruesome battles of the war. In all, Wisconsin fought in every major battle of the “Civil 
War”. The Irish fought in large numbers too, and had many Companies in the “Irish 
Regiment” named the “Mulligan Guard”, “Corcoran Guards”, and “Peep O’Day Boys”. 
New recruits were trained in Milwaukee, Fond du Lac, Racine, and Madison. Camp 
Randall, Wisconsin's major training facility in the capital city, also held Confederate 
POWs. In other Scandinavian-American news, 1,000 Finns moved to the UP of 
Michigan and Wisconsin to work in copper mines during the war. Many joined the Navy. 
Some found work in the waning lumber industry, Great Lakes shipping and fishing. 

Not everyone in Wisconsin supported war. Some were Democrats who honestly thought 
that state's rights should prevail, or that the nation had been taken over by Republican 
Extremists. German Catholics did not support the Lincoln administration, which to them 
represented intrusive Abolitionism, Yankee Nativism, and Protestant Godlessness. The 
Draft that Lincoln instituted in 1862 was especially intolerable to them, since many 
Germans had left their homeland to escape compulsory military service. 

On November 10, 1862, roughly 300 rioters attacked the draft office in Port Washington, 
WI and vandalized the homes of Union supporters, until troops arrived to quell the 
disturbance. In Milwaukee that same week, a mob of protesters shut down draft 
proceedings, and in West Bend the draft commissioner was bloodied and chased from 
the scene by opponents of the draft. But as the war continued and thousands of 
Wisconsin families lost fathers or sons, public opinion shifted back to Lincoln's efforts to 
preserve the union. 

The “Homestead Act of 1862”, championed by Thomas Jefferson, was largely put in 
place to attract a population of self-sufficient “Yeoman Farmers”, a term originally used 
to define a social class of England – something like a hardworking and militarily devoted 
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farmer, of low class. This came into cultural practice as “Family Farming” in the Midwest 
and “Sustenance Farming” in the South. 

During the “U.S.-Dakota War of 1862” aka “Little Crow’s War”, battle broke out in 
Southwestern Minnesota. At this point, it was well known that many of the Indian Agents 
were shady and highly immoral in their dealings with the Native American tribes. That in 
mind, while on a hunting trip, a band of young Dakota killed several immigrant settlers 
along the Minnesota River. That night, the local Dakota tribes decided to go after the 
rest of that area. According to Lincoln, no less than 800 men, women and children in 
those settlements were killed as a result of the attacks. For several months, they the 
Native Americans and Immigrant Americans fought it out. Eventually, most of the 
Dakota tribes surrendered, many were tried, and 38 Dakota Sioux men were executed 
at the end of December 1862 in Mankato, MN. Hundreds were tried and convicted. 
Some were imprisoned in Iowa, and then shipped on a steamboat down to Nebraska to 
join other tribes. Some were interned. Half or more died in every situation. More than 
1,600 Dakota women, children and old men were held in an internment camp on Pike 
Island, near Fort Snelling, MN. Living conditions and sanitation were poor, and 
infectious disease struck the camp, killing more than 300. In April 1863, the U.S. 
Congress abolished the Sioux Reservation, declared all previous treaties with the tribe 
null and void, and undertook proceedings to expel the Dakota people entirely from 
Minnesota. 

The war ended in 1865. Next came the corrupt “Reconstruction Era” of Andrew 
Johnson, Robber Barons, and a general overbuilding of Public Works, Factories and 
Railroads. The Bankers, Financiers and other pigs of New England made the 
connection to the pigs of California, investing in devastatingly shoddy enterprises across 
the nation without Midwestern or Southern approval. Most Robber Barons operated out 
of New York and California. There was heavy pushback to their ideals in the Midwest 
and South, and not as much, if any at all, on the coasts. 

Mark Twain, who grew up in Northeastern Missouri on the Mississippi River to a 
slaveholding family, worked on Steamboats and as a Printer in the Midwest. Missouri 
was a part of the Antebellum South. Twain even joined a Confederate Militia for a 
couple weeks, before moving out West to try his hand at Mining and Journalism. After 
the war, he expressed that he wasn’t satisfied with Union or Confederate politics, and 
spoke out against slavery and for unions. He and his family may have been forced out 
of the Midwest by nearby Missouri Union forces. Mark Twain was particularly “angry at 
the North for the destruction of the South, angry at his upbringing and angry at the 
hypocrisy of the Union,” according to a professor named Joe B. Fulton who just wrote a 
book about Twain. “He was mourning the South, guilty about the South he grew up with 
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and angry at the American government for using idealism to destroy the South – but 
then not honestly reconstructing the South or the North.” Eventually, Twain got his first 
big break as a writer, getting The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County 
published in a weekly New York magazine in 1865. This was his first big break as a 
writer. From there, he went on to author The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876), The 
Prince and the Pauper (1881), Life on the Mississippi (1883), Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn (1885). Mark Twain is known as “The Father of American Literature”. Many, 
including most Coasties of my generation, consider Mark Twain to be “Low Brow” and 
write him off, considering his use of the word “Nigger” as a disqualifier. I think he did 
what most Midwest artists are known for – pissing everyone else off for being so 
excellent and resilient. I mean, some publishers actually edit that shit out, as if the Bible 
(which has undoubtedly done good for jillions of people) hasn’t been reinterpreted a 
jillion times to fit modern Political Correctness. I don’t like the word, but these critics 
really have the audacity to call Mark Twain a problematic person, working in the 
WASP-Catholic-Jewish dominated Mass Media business. These people need to stop 
nitpicking and filtering shit based on time, date and place specific culture. These people 
need to look harder at the value, and we all need to know that these three factors play a 
big part in the meaning of colloquialisms, and our understanding of them 

Legendary inventor, Thomas Edison, born in Ohio and raised in Michigan, made critical 
advancements in technology, pushing Mass Communication into the future. He obtained 
a patent for the Phonograph in 1878, and made groundbreaking inventions with the 
Motion Picture Camera and Light Bulb.  

The one n only Frank Lloyd Wright made a name for himself as one of the greatest 
architects in American history around this time. He was raised in the farming community 
of Richland Center, WI, and later moved to Chicago in 1867 to find work after 
completing a couple semesters at the University of Wisconsin - Madison. Some of his 
most famous projects are Spring Green, Graycliff, Fallingwater and Taliesin West. He 
designed over 1,000 projects, and made a lasting mark on architecture in Wisconsin, 
Chicago, and the Midwest for years to come. 

The Ku Klux Klan was founded in Tennessee in 1866 as a platform to support slavery, 
White Supremacy, anti-Reconstruction and anti-establishment policy. Soon, most 
Southern Democrats were working with the Nativist Extremist Groups. The West 
supported Eastern and Southern causes. Smaller Yankee communities of Hillbillies, 
Copperheads and Butternuts in the Border States organized in areas between the 
Midwest and the South, creating more “Southern” communities around the Appalachian 
Mountains, Southern Indiana, Illinois and Missouri. These communities would maintain 
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a mix of these values to the present. Kansas and Nebraska were also important points 
of contention. 

Senator Lyman Trumbull of Illinois penned the “Civil Rights Act of 1866” for the equal 
rights of African-Americans, making it illegal in the U.S. to discriminate in job and 
housing markets based on race. Illinois was the first state to institute the 8-hour work 
day in 1867, although it had a loophole that would soon cause its dismissal. 

In 1868, Carl Schurz was elected to the United States Senate by way of Missouri, 
becoming the first German-American in that political body. He earned a reputation for 
his speeches, which advocated Fiscal Responsibility, anti-Imperialism, and Integrity in 
government. During this time of service, he broke with the Grant administration, starting 
the “Liberal Republican” movement in Missouri. America essentially told him to “Go 
back to Germany”. The first class of women graduated from University of Wisconsin in 
1869. Christopher Latham Sholes of Milwaukee, WI invented the Typewriter in 1869. By 
1870, 7,000 Swiss had moved to Wisco. 

Starting in 1867, the Midwest came together in the “Farmers’ Movement”. The National 
Grange of the Patrons of Husbandry came together that year, a secret society that 
played a big role in the platform’s founding. Freemasons led former Minnesotan farmer 
and Clerk of U.S. Bureau of Agriculture Oliver Hudson Kelley around the East Coast 
and South to connect farming communities. The National Grange of the Patrons of 
Husbandry supported the “Greenback Movement”, which popped up in 1868 as a 
consolidated group, contending that the adoption of an inflationary relaxation of the 
nation's money supply would ease the burden of repayment of loans by debtors. 
Midwestern and Southern farming regions seethed as growers watched staple prices 
fall by as much as two-thirds, and all farm prices by two-fifths after 1870.  

John Stevens invented the Rolling Mill in Neenah, WI in 1870, revolutionizing the way 
Wheat was refined. Before that, they smashed it into Flour with Rocks. Since this 
invention, the practice has spread into the Great Plains, where most of America’s Wheat 
is grown today.  

Many hungry Black people came up north both trying to escape Uncle Sam and Jim 
Crow, and looking to work during the rise of “Industrialization” (1870-1915). Instead of 
“Reconstruction”, Hayes forced us to find our own way once again. One had the best 
chance of survival in the city, but unfortunately the streets were already heavily packed 
with a highly skilled working class, resulting in harsh competition and urban ethnic 
polarization. Much to the dismay of the Migrant Black population, millions had no choice 
but to switch up their professions and/or join an exclusively Black community 
(Bronzeville) within the Free Cities. Facing adversity, many of these newly arrived Black 
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folks became well known across all sorts of working class industries, and particularly for 
their cultural input in the larger cities of Chicago, St. Louis and Detroit. Folks that had 
already been living in the Midwest did not expect such a large influx of railroad workers 
or freemen from the South after the war. This “Great Migration” and “Railroad Boom” 
shocked the Midwest culturally and in the workforce, resulting in an eventual beautiful 
blend of culture, but also turmoil to this day. Racism was coursing in from the East, 
South and West, which made the entire process a labyrinth to survive for anyone. This 
was a critical time in Midwest history, a time that would shape it culturally for years to 
come, and a time that we need to remember. Actually, in many of the urban cases, this 
migration gave way for freemen, slaves, immigrants and community leaders to unite 
under the same roofs for the first time. In the city, these combined groups also had 
access to politicians and academics. The First African Baptist Church took action like 
previous churches in the area and began organizing safe houses. The “Exodusters” in 
1879 moved to Kansas, to escape the Dixie South, and founded all-Black towns. 

UW-Madison established the country’s first Scandinavian Studies Department in 1875, 
and it remains the top program in the country. 

The inventions continued. Harry Arminius Miller of Menomonie, WI invented the first 
Motorcycle in the 1880s. Warren S. Johnson, a professor at the State Normal School in 
Whitewater, Wisconsin, received a patent for the first Electric Room Thermostat in 
1883. His invention launched the Building Control Industry and was essential in starting 
a new company, today known as Johnson Controls. Joseph Steinwand developed 
Colby Cheese in 1885. He named it after the town near his family’s factory. Also, 
“Hamburger” Charlie Nagreen invented the Hamburger in 1885 in Seymour, WI. Racine 
food manufacturer William Horlick invented malted milk in 1887. Gottfried Schloemer 
built the first Gasoline-driven Automobile, the Motor Wagon, in a Red Brick Barn in 
Milwaukee in 1889. 

John Muir, an intrepid Scottish-American Nature Writer of Portage, Wisconsin, studied 
Botany at University of Wisconsin - Madison. He loved the environment for its 
transcendental and spiritual qualities, remembering his first lesson under a Black Locust 
tree near North Hall on Bascom Hill. I think I know that tree… But after paying his way 
for several years, he decided to start exploring. The “Botanist” then travelled around the 
woods and swamps of Canada before moving back down to Indianapolis to work in a 
Wagon Wheel Factory. He was stuck in an eye during an accident, and from there 
decided to “Study Plants”, setting out on a 1,000 mile walk from Kentucky to Florida in 
September of 1867. From Florida, he worked in a sawmill for a few days, narrowly 
escaped Malaria, and caught a ship to Cuba. After that, he settled in California and 
started studying the trees, flowers, streams, rock and glacial formations of the West 
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Coast up to Alaska, and especially in Yosemite. He even worked as a shepherd there 
for a while, but ultimately decided the sheep were damaging the lands. In 1889, he took 
action and started writing. Muir convinced a local writer that the area could only be 
saved if it was incorporated into a National Park. The following publication sparked a bill 
in the U.S. Congress that proposed creating a new federally administered park 
surrounding the old “Yosemite Grant”. Yosemite National Park was established in 1890. 
Muir continued to successfully lobby for additional protections to the park when he 
toured President Theodore Roosevelt in the park. He remained in constant travel, 
writing political pieces, and overseeing the Sierra Club – which he co-founded in 1892. 
He wrote many articles for national publication, as well as several books including: The 
Mountains of California (1894), Our National Parks (1901), and My First Summer in the 
Sierra (1911). His works were also instrumental in the creation of Grand Canyon and 
Sequoia National Parks. At the end of his life, Muir and the Sierra Club fought a tough 
and ultimately unsuccessful crusade against construction of the O’Shaughnessy Dam in 
the Hetch Hetchy Valley in Yosemite National Park. This was the first major battle of the 
“Environmental Movement” in the United States. 

During the “Granger Movement”, this original, more educational purpose of “The 
Grange” took a turn from educating, and bringing farmers and laborers together in an 
anti-Monopolistic wave of thought with other more political “Farmers’ Alliances”. In 1874, 
The Grange advocated for Cooperation, not Communism or Agrarianism. But in addition 
to contending high railway freight rates and tariffs, and wanting to print more money, 
they saw the national improvement of highways as an important topic of conversation. 

The Northern Minnesota city made a name for itself during the “Duluth Fishing Boom of 
1870s”. Fires broke out all over Wisconsin in 1871, killing around 1,000 people and 
leaving another 3,000 homeless. Then the “Panic of 1873” hit. Oshkosh nearly burnt to 
the ground in 1875. 

Grangers successfully captured majorities in several state legislatures and won the 
passage of “Granger Laws” in Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota and Iowa, establishing 
policies like price caps for shipping and grain-storage facilities. They were shouting “I 
pay for all” in 1875, and had built up huge support across the Midwest. 

Initially, most Republicans wanted the president of the Senate – who, after the death of 
Vice President Henry Wilson in 1875 was Senator Thomas Ferry, a Michigan 
Republican – to decide which election returns to count. A few Republicans, such as 
Senators Carl Schurz of Missouri and George Edmunds of Vermont, thought the 
Supreme Court should settle the matter. Two Republican senators offered solutions 
addressing not the immediate situation, but possible future ones.  Senator John Ingalls 
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of Kansas sponsored a joint resolution calling for a Constitutional convention to revise 
presidential election procedures. A new constitutional amendment proposing to abolish 
the Electoral College and provide a direct election for the President and Vice President 
on a district basis, sponsored by Senator Oliver P. Morton of Indiana, was debated at 
length in the upper house in 1875. Neither were brought to a vote. When Congress 
reconvened in December, Republican Representative George McCrary of Iowa 
introduced a resolution to establish a special committee of each house to develop a 
process for resolving the conflict, and it passed Congress in December. By January, 
they instituted an Electoral Commission. 

During the “Farmers’ Movement”, another economic agrarian movement emerged 
among farmers, developed and flourished across the country in what has been called 
the “Farmers' Alliance Movement”. Starting in 1875, it included several parallel but 
independent political organizations — the “National Farmers' Alliance and Industrial 
Union” among the White farmers of the South, the “National Farmers' Alliance” or 
“Northern Alliance” among the White and Black farmers of the Midwest Great Lakes and 
Plains, and the “Colored Farmers' National Alliance and Cooperative Union”, consisting 
of the Black farmers of the South. The Alliances, that had millions of members across 
the country, generally fought the effects of the “Crop-Lien System”, supported the 
government regulation of the transportation industry, establishment of an income tax in 
order to restrict speculative profits, and inflating the currency to help working people pay 
off debts over time. 

In the “Hayes-Tilden Dispute” of 1876, Ohio Republican Rutherford B. Hayes, a fiscal 
conservative out of sympathy with Reconstruction policy, and ally of Schurz, fought 
“Bourbon Democrat” Samuel J. Tilden of New York, who spoke of anti-corruption, as 
well as White Supremacy and “Home Rule” for the South, as Presidential Candidate. 
Tilden had been declared winner, and both Candidates had gone to sleep accepting the 
results. However, there was reason for recount. The 20 electoral votes remaining in 
dispute were one from Oregon and 19 from the three Southern states that still retained 
Republican-controlled electoral boards: Florida (4), Louisiana (8), and South Carolina 
(7). What complicated the matter further was that Southern Democrats were known for 
winning elections by violence and fraud. And in fact, militant supporters of the party 
formed Vigilante Gangs during this election, attacking, bribing and forcing voters and 
government officials in the South to go their way. But Southern Republicans got their 
hands dirty too, blurring the truth. At this point efforts were stepped up to finalize the 
secret agreement reached in talks between the Hayes forces and Southern Democrats. 
The Republican pledged to wrap up Reconstruction and give the former slave owners a 
free hand in the South in exchange for support in installing Hayes. Specifically the 
Republicans agreed to hand over the governorships of Louisiana and South Carolina to 
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Democrats, who claimed fraud had deprived their candidates of victory. The 
Republicans also discussed giving federal financial support to the Texas and Pacific 
railroad and appointing some Democrats to the cabinet. 

To reassure the Southerners of Republican good faith, on February 26 Grant approved 
a statement declaring in relation to the contested race for governor in Louisiana that 
public opinion “was clearly opposed to the use of federal troops in upholding a state 
government.” That evening the infamous meeting at the Wormley House hotel in 
Washington D.C. took place when representative of Hayes and leading Southern 
Democrats hashed out final details of the compromise. President Hayes was sworn in in 
1877 after a recount. He removed the Federal troops from the South, the Democrats 
took over electing White-only Democratic governments, essentially ending 
Reconstruction. 

Railroaders, in cahoots with the Federal Government, fought back against the building 
“Farmers’ Movement”. The first of the “Granger Cases” reached the Supreme Court in 
1877 when a Chicago grain storage facility charged that the maximum rate was 
unconstitutional. In Munn v. Illinois, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that when a business 
affected the public interest, the government had the right to regulate it. The Munn 
decision was a political triumph for farmers, but it wasn't to last. Less than 10 years 
later, Illinois's Granger law was overturned in the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Pacific 
Railway Co. v. Illinois decision, which determined that the Fed - not States - had 
jurisdiction over Interstate Commerce.  

The “Great Railroad Strike of 1877” furthered the debate on class conflict. It started in 
West Virginia on July 14, and following strikes paralyzed the Rust Belt – in Ohio, Illinois 
and St. Louis by July 22. Ohio Governor Thomas Young encouraged Ohioans to form 
private police forces to defend businesses from strikers. He also dispatched the state 
militia to several locations to maintain law and order. Cleveland residents opposed to 
the strike responded to the governor's call and formed their own police force to protect 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad property. In Columbus, mobs attacked and destroyed much 
railroad property. Protests in Zanesville, Lancaster, and Steubenville also briefly shut 
down rail service. Some of the worst of it occurred in Newark, a major depot for the 
Railroad. On July 18, strikers blockaded the railroad, refusing to let any trains pass. 
Governor Young quickly dispatched militia forces to the city, hoping to avoid violence. 
Mobs all over Illinois shut down the railroad, including in Chicago.  

Protests broke out around town. The Chicago Workingmen's Party organized 
demonstrations that drew crowds of 20,000 people. The mayor, Monroe Heath, 
recruited 5,000 men as volunteer militia, asking for help in restoring order. They were 
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partially successful, and shortly thereafter were reinforced by the arrival of the National 
Guard and federal troops, mobilized by the governor. On July 25, violence between 
police and the mob erupted, with events reaching a peak the following day. These 
blood-soaked confrontations between police and enraged mobs are known as the 
“Battle of the Viaduct”. President Hayes redeployed some of the very same federal 
troops that had been used previously to uphold the rights of Black people in the South 
to northern industrial centers to suppress striking workers. Many protesters were 
arrested tried and tried for contempt of court. 

The strike reached East St. Louis, Illinois the same day as Chicago. But something 
quite different happened there. The St. Louis region on both sides of the Mississippi 
was home to a large German population, many of them Socialists. Knights of Labor 
lodges were more highly organized than in most of the country and local Craft Unions 
had a strong history. Perhaps most important was the presence of the Marxist 
Workingmen’s Party, about 1000 strong but with deep ties to the Labor Movement. On 
the evening of July 22, local labor leaders and Workingmen’s Party members met to 
plan. They elected an executive committee and issued "General Order No. 1" calling for 
a halt to all rail traffic until demands for wage protections, an eight hour day and an end 
to child labor had been met. The following morning, on July 23, workers moved out 
across East St. Louis and quickly seized the rail yards, docks, and warehouse facilities. 
It was peaceful and well organized in contrast to the mob battles erupting the same day 
in Chicago. Overwhelmed, and unable to provide police power to quell the strike, the 
mayor instead deputized the strikers to patrol the city and keep it calm on condition that 
property be protected. The strikers readily agreed. That evening, members of the Party 
led about 500 workers across the Eads Bridge into St. Louis, Missouri which was not 
only a transportation hub but then the third largest manufacturing city in the country. At 
a mass meeting in Lucas Square they called on their fellow workers to join them. The 
reaction among the estimated 5-25,000 in attendance was near unanimous approval. 
Local Knights lodges and Craft Unions joined in the strike spreading it to almost all 
industries in the city, including packing houses. When a Black worker representing the 
almost all Black waterfront workers – loaders, warehousemen, and teamsters 
addressed the crowd he asked, “Will you stand to us regardless of color?” The crowd 
roared its approval and support. On July 24 parades of strikers up to 5,000 strong made 
their way through the city peacefully calling out shop after shop. By evening the 
commerce of the city was shut down, workers patrolled the largely quiet streets, and 
what has been called the nation’s first “General Strike” was on. But strike leaders were 
spread thin on the west side of the river and spontaneous, although small scale violence 
erupted here and there, much of it on the tough Riverfront. An emergency meeting of 
the “Commune Directorate” was called for the evening of the 25, but broke up over 
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divisions. Black workers defended the right to use violence to complete the shutdown 
but German leaders resisted. This caused a rift between the two groups. On the 
evening of July 26, Commune leaders refused to speak to a mass rally called by the 
river men. Sensing a cultural rift among the strikers Mayor Henry Overstolz organized a 
force of 700 hastily assembled police, “Special Deputies” and militia that evening and 
raided the strike headquarters at Schuler Hall with orders to shoot to kill anyone who 
resisted. The Hall was sacked and most of the strike committee was arrested. In the 
meantime, 3,000 Federal troops and militia units drawn mostly from Southern Illinois 
and former Confederate Missouri strongholds – who could be counted upon to be 
hostile to Unionists, German and African-Americans alike – were mobilized along with 
5000 more special deputies paid for by the railroad barons. They were let loose on the 
streets on the morning of July 27. Fighting erupted across the city and lasted for two 
days. At least 18 strikers or civilian onlookers were shot and killed outright, many more 
died later of injuries and hundreds were maimed. Order was declared restored on the 
July 28 but troops continued to patrol the streets for weeks and union Workingmen’s 
Party members and affiliated leaders were hunted down and arrested. Hundreds were 
fired and blackballed by the railroad.  Workers were forced to go back to work for 
slashed pay. In many cases working hours were increased.  It was a harsh defeat that 
set the tone when the Labor Movement would begin to make a comeback a decade 
later. The suppression of the strikes revealed the content of “Compromise of 1877”: the 
reconciliation of the Northern and Southern ruling elites in the face of a powerful new 
danger, the working class. The events of 1876-77 brought to a definitive close the 
period where the political representatives of American capitalism could play a 
progressive role. From that date on the Republican Party, the main party of Northern 
industrial capital, shifted rapidly to the right, abandoning its egalitarian pretenses and 
operating more and more openly as the representative of the wealthiest layers of 
society. 

Unlike 1860, the "Crisis of 1876" did not lead to rebellion and armed conflict, because in 
essence, it did not involve a conflict between irreconcilable economic interests. As the 
historian C. Vann Woodward explained, this Compromise promised the Southern elites 
power and allegiance. 

“A share in the blessings of the new economic order. In return the South became, in 
effect, a satellite of the dominant region. So long as the Conservative Redeemers held 
control they scotched any tendency of the South to combine forces with the internal 
enemies of the new economy – laborites, Western agrarians, reformers. Under the 
regime of the Redeemers the South became a bulwark instead of a menace to the new 
order” 
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Carl Schurz began full inspection of Bureau of Indian Affairs in 1877. He conducted a 
full house cleaning of corrupt officials, essentially “Draining the Swamp” for the first 
time, which also gave him the political leverage he needed to keep the War Department 
out of the Affairs. He had older Nativist and Miscegenist views, but would push for 
education and agrarian reform for Native American Reservations, and was highly 
controversial in various aspects of his progressive agenda. 

“The board discovered that an inside ring, bypassing official channels, had maintained 
very irregular means of communication within the department; employees had received 
presents from interested parties, and the most outrageous forms of fraud had marred 
the furnishing of supplies to the Indians. Cattle had been driven into water to make them 
heavier; once sold, they had been stampeded, only to be caught and sold a second 
time, with the Indians the chief victims. The investigation also revealed that Chief Clerk 
Galpin had withheld charges of fraud concerning supplies at the Pawnee and Lemhi 
agencies.” 

This showed itself in the form of Midwest agrarian form just a few years later. The 
“Northern Alliance” made its greatest inroads in areas stricken by the 30 year drought 
that came to a close in 1881, including the states of Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa, 
Minnesota, North and South Dakota, Illinois, Wisconsin and Michigan. These were also 
the same states that saw double and triple population increases during the same time 
as the “Great Migration”, where most were hurt due to the speculation of future work. 
Local organizations proved easier to launch than did statewide bodies and in its first 
years the Alliance was dominated by these local groups, with state-level bodies 
struggling to gain support. The locals did organize themselves at the state level, 
however, with delegates gathering in founding conventions in Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Minnesota and Michigan between January 1881 and the middle of 
1882. 

Women demanded less hours in Eau Claire saw mill in 1881. The National Guard flew 
in to pacify. 

In 1881, during the “Predestinarian Controversy”, the Iowa and Ohio synods held that 
God elected people to salvation "in view of the faith", while the Missouri, Wisconsin and 
Minnesota synods held that the cause is wholly due to God's grace. The Norwegian 
Synod stayed in the middle. Future efforts were made to unify but things stayed 
generally in that way, with the Norwegian Synod torn between allegiance and local 
Wisconsin culture. 

Frances Willard of New York moved to the Midwest to live on the prairie and get 
educated. Her parents studied at Oberlin, she went to schools in Wisconsin, before she 
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started at Northwestern in Evanston, IL. Then she served as the first President of the 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union in 1883. She graduated from Northwestern 
University and went on to put together one of the largest Civil Rights Movements of all 
time, amassing a huge following, gathering over 7,500,000 signatures for the “Polyglot 
Petition”, influencing national policy before women even had the legal right to vote. 
Queen. She was criticized for her largely White-English movement, and for not helping 
the anti-lynching movement of the South more. Willard agreed that the lynching issue 
also needed attention, but that one serious cause shouldn’t compete with another. She 
used Heaven to bring Hell to the Midwest, especially Wisconsin. She had great 
intentions that united many, united women like never before and undoubtedly helped 
the “Women’s Rights Movement”. However, her accomplishments are often criticized 
due to the homogenous nature of her movement. 

The World’s first Hydroelectric Power Plant began operation in 1882 Appleton, WI, the 
same year that the first Ringling Brothers’ show took place in Mazomanie, WI.  

In early May 1886, over 7,000 workers, 1,500 of the Bay View Rolling Mills 
manufacturer, along with 5,000 Poles, marched on the South Milwaukee plant to 
demand an 8-hour work day. The National Guard, under orders, fired upon the crowd 
killing 7 people in the “Bay View Massacre” – one a 13 year old boy. It was largely out of 
anger for this event that the sizable, largely Catholic, local Knights of Labor chapter, and 
other urban groups, rallied behind the People's Party of Wisconsin, and elected 6 
assemblymen to the State Assembly and 1 senator to the State Senate. 

Augustus Tolton, of Missouri, became the first American priest of unmixed African 
descent ordained in Rome in 1886. He founded Black Catholic Church in Chicago in 
1897. 

George H. Pendleton of Ohio pushed through the critical “Pendleton Civil Service Act” in 
1883, which said that government positions should be given to people based on merit, 
not political, racial, religious or ethnic affiliation. 

The American Federation of Labor (AFL) was founded in Columbus, Ohio in 1886 – the 
longest standing and most influential union in America’s history. Folks in Chicago and 
Milwaukee protested for 8-hour work day in 1886. An unknown bomber took 8 
casualties in Chicago. Seven were killed by state militia in the “Bay View Riot” of 
Milwaukee as they peacefully walked for their rights. 

Wisconsin’s Kohler Water Works (Kohler Company) invented the Bubbler in 1888. 
Later, other Americans would call it a “Drinking Fountain” and “Water Fountain”. Joseph 
Froelich of Iowa invented the Gas-powered Tractor in 1890. 
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An estimated 2.8 million German-born Immigrants lived in the United States in 1890. A 
majority of the German-born living in the United States could be found throughout the 
"German Triangle" of Cincinnati, Milwaukee, and St. Louis. Michael Bennett, 
conservative Irish Catholic, further forced Yankee Culture and Americanization upon 
Wisconsin with the “Bennett Act of 1889”. German Catholics and Lutherans, and 
Norwegian Lutherans all combated the Nativist policy. It would be repealed 2 years later 
but not without lasting effects.  

In 1890, about 45 percent of German-Americans were laborers or servants. There were 
12,000 Bohemians living in Wisconsin at this time too. 

Harry Houdini, part of a Jewish Hungarian family, moved to Appleton, Wisconsin for 
about 10 years during his childhood. He moved around and worked odd jobs alongside 
his craft until meeting his manager in St. Paul, Minnesota. From then until his death, 
1891-1926, Houdini performed incredible illusionist, stunt performer and escape artist 
feats as a “Magician” around the world. He later joined the Freemasons, attacked 
Spiritualists and Mediums as a “Ghostbuster”, worked in aviation and film. He was 
speculated to have been punched in the stomach unexpectedly several times by a 
Canadian college student, and died from the injuries. Houdini pioneered American 
Magic. 

During the 1890s, the anti-Elitist Populist movement emerged in the Midwest along the 
same vein as the Farmers' Alliances of the previous decades. The Populists hoped to 
capture a larger audience by uniting urban and rural workers. A more frontiersman look. 
They sought to abolish prison labor, as prison populations were growing huge and 
essentially being used as slave labor for private interests of the government. They saw 
these free wage labor “Chain Gangs” as a precursor of “Wage Slavery” – an economy 
that would kill the independent republic of producers. 

“All the way through the Gilded Age of the 1890s, convict labor continued to serve as a 
magnet for emancipatory desires. In addition, prisoners’ rebellions became ever more 
common – in the North particularly, where many prisoners turned out to be Civil War 
veterans and dispossessed working people who already knew something about fighting 
for freedom and fighting back.” 

In 1892, The Populist Party decided to organized around the “Omaha Platform”. Using 
ideas from the Grangers, Farmers’ Alliances, Greenback Party and Knights of Labor, 
they called for the reduction of the working day, a “safe, sound, and flexible” national 
currency, assistance to farmers for the financing of their labors, fair pensions for 
ex-Union soldiers and sailors, the direct election of Senators, single-terms for 
Presidents and Vice-Presidents and the legislative systems known as the initiative and 
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referendum. The Populists wanted “the unperverted Australian of secret ballot system,” 
nationalization of railroads, telegraph and telephone systems, a postal savings, 
graduated income tax and “free and unlimited coinage of silver.” 

The “Third Ward Fire” of 1892 in Milwaukee caused $5 million in damage, burning 440 
buildings, leaving 1,900 homeless and 4 casualties. 

In the darkness, came the light. At this time, Frederick Jackson Turner delivered a 
lecture called “The Significance of the Frontier in American History” to American 
Historical Association in Chicago, IL during the “Chicago World's Fair" of 1893. He had 
an Encyclopedia for a brain but never wrote a book on the topic from his 40 years of 
research. I was actually rehashing some of this man’s ideas before I knew he existed. 
Turner recognized this phenomenon over 100 years ago with what was called the 
“Turner Thesis”. He was a 608 native like myself, of Portage, WI, and spoke out against 
the popular “Germ Theory” of the time, that basically attributed all American 
development to whatever they were doing in Europe. At this point, everyone reading 
this, of sound mind, should realize that Turner was right about a lot. The Midwest is the 
core of America. 

Scandinavians at the time felt mistreated by the Republican Party after seeing such 
bloody battle in the “Civil War”. The “Bonder” peasant farmers were never serfs in 
Norway and had always been independent and defiant of outside forces, so when 
Governor Knute Nelson was offered up as the candidate, they felt like it was too little. 
The Nords joined the Populist Movement. As early as 1894, one Norwegian immigrant 
suggested that : 

"Germans, Scandinavians, and Polanders, who have come in later, with all their virtues, 
brought along some customs and habits which had better been left behind. Similar 
observations were made among Swedish Americans. Despite these cross-pressures 
and the generally tenuous nature of a nationalistically inspired ethnicity in the 
quintessentially "American" field of politics, appeals to the national background would 
continue to be made time and time again" 

During this period, farmers were producing record size crops but suffering from meager 
prices for their grain. Far too few could make the payments on their mortgages. 
Thousands of farmers “Sold The Farm” as the banks foreclosed them. During the “Panic 
of 1893”, haphazard American government trades of gold and silver and dollars turned 
the country’s economy over on itself. Unemployment was over 40% in Michigan, near 
50% in Ohio – 80% in Toledo. Smaller towns including Sioux City, IA lost a third of their 
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population. Wisconsin, Minnesota and Illinois were hit particularly hard during the “Panic 
of 1896”. 

William Jennings Bryan was born n raised in Illinois. Of English, Scottish and Irish 
descent, he went on to Illinois College and Northwestern University for Law. Then he 
moved to Lincoln, NE and got involved in politics. He ran on the "Free Silver" platform, 
in which he encouraged Americans to drop the Gold Standard and reinstate the coinage 
of silver in order to inflate the American economy. Bryan was an orator that gave many 
speeches on the issue, with the most famous one being his "Cross of Gold" speech 
delivered on July 9, 1896. In this speech, Bryan laid out his belief that the existence of 
multiple forms of legal tender was necessary for the health of our national economy, as 
farmers would benefit from being able to sell their crops at a higher price. Bryan 
became both the Democratic and Populist party nominee due in part to his stances on 
“Bimetallism” and the issues of the Gold Standard, which he believed could alleviate the 
Panic. Bryan was a dark horse candidate prior to his speech, but his intense rhetoric 
resonated among many Americans that felt that a second, less valuable, form of legal 
tender was necessary for less wealthy Americans, and he quickly became the 
front-runner of both the Populist and Democratic parties – a hybrid. 

Republicans discovered in August that Bryan was solidly ahead in the South and West, 
but far behind in the Northeast. He appeared to be ahead in the Midwest, so the 
Republicans concentrated their efforts there. They said Bryan was a madman, a 
religious fanatic surrounded by anarchists, who would wreck the economy. By late 
September, the Republicans felt they were ahead in the decisive Midwest and began 
emphasizing that William McKinley would bring prosperity to all Americans. McKinley 
scored solid gains among the middle classes, factory and railroad workers, prosperous 
farmers, and the Germans who rejected Free Silver. Bryan gave 500 speeches in 27 
states. McKinley won by a margin of 271 to 176 in the electoral college, but the popular 
vote was much closer and in some key states. 

Republican Party candidate William McKinley wished to remain on the Gold Standard 
unlike his opponent. Bankers and Businessmen were heated by Bryan's Silver rhetoric, 
helping McKinley win the election with their wealth. McKinley kept the United States on 
Oro by signing the “Gold Standard Act” in 1900, lessening the strength of both the 
Bimetallism movement and public fears about the Gold Standard, by his apparent 
successful navigation out of the “Panic of 1896” as the national economy recovered by 
the turn of the Century. The “Gold Standard Act” formerly adopted gold as the lone 
standard for redeeming Paper Money in the United States, effectively stopping 
bimetallism in its tracks. The Rothschild family backed McKinley. 
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Meanwhile, Milwaukee sounded as America's center for Manufacturing and Socialism. 
Victor Berger called their brand of politics "Sewer Socialism" – a grassroots approach 
differing from the more utopian Marxist Socialist Party of America. De-emphasizing 
social theory, they put the importance of cleaning up the city, sanitation, parks, water 
and power at the top of the agenda. As America’s first Socialist city in 1897, the Sewer 
Socialists of Milwaukee also planned to overturn private business owners that controlled 
the means of production, and give power back to the workforce. The Sewer Socialists 
vehemently opposed going into “World War I” (WWI), which gave America an excuse to 
force its language and culture on Wisconsin and the Germans even more intensely. 
More than 30 German-Americans were killed by American vigilantes and anti-German 
mobs, and hundreds of others were beaten, tarred and feathered. 

The following year, Eugene V. Debs of Indiana, and later Chicago organized the 
American Railway Union (ARU) against the drooling railroad companies, President 
Grover Cleveland, and the tyrannical nature of the East and West Coasts. The New 
York Times called him an “enemy of the human race”. Over 125,000 walked off the job 
several days after the Union was formed, shutting down the rail from Detroit west in 
what would be called the “Pullman Strike”. Many Black folks, scared of the racial 
rhetoric expressed by ARU, crossed the picket lines and increased tensions. Many were 
peaceful but others burned buildings, derailed trains and attacked strikebreakers. Then 
Cleveland sent in troops, killing 30 and wounding 57. There was over $80 million 
caused in damage. The South supported the Midwest, as they were being fucked out of 
connecting rails. Debs was arrested but went on to pioneer American Socialist politics, 
as a founding member of the Social Democracy of America (1897), the Social 
Democratic Party of America (1898), and the Socialist Party of America (1901). 

James Naismith created the first collegiate basketball team at the University of Kansas 
in 1898. He had just written the rules 6 years ago. They played most of their games 
against local YMCA chapters and Native American tribes, but they did play Kansas 
State once. A lot of guys actually considered basketball a woman’s game and refused to 
play it. Fuckin dweebs. Off course that all changed in the early 1910s when women's 
basketball was banned from most institutions. Basketball then became the premier sport 
in the Midwest. Even though the game started in MA, it took the East Coast a little 
longer to catch on. They didn't even consider it a sport at all. By 1940 the colleges of the 
eastern states had finally accepted the game. Fun Fact: Basketball passed Football for 
the first time as the highest rated sport on TV the year I was born (1989). Ball is Life. 
They don’t even mention us in the Basketball Bio but Wisconsin started a team the 
same year they did. Daaaaamn Kansas. Basketball is Skill, Strength, Agility, Physical 
Endurance, Mental Toughness, Style, Finesse, Math, Teamwork, Competition, Dancing, 
Talking Shit. Hoops is Entertainment & Culture. I don’t wanna down any other Sports 
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but this one is pretty great, and it speaks volumes for the cohesion of Midwestern folks. 
All it takes is a ball and and a rim. Growing up in Wisconsin, we used to try and throw 
anything on, through or around anything else as a way to compete throughout the day, 
shouting out “MJ” or “Larry” or “Kobe”! We’d call the Tim Duncan on the Bank Shot, 
Mutombo with the Bows or Jason Kidd with the Handles. 

By 1900, 25% of Norwegian-Americans lived in Wisconsin. About 33,000 Danes (10% 
of the national total) lived in Racine and worked in industrial plants like the J.I. Case 
company or the Mitchell Wagon Works. Around 11,000 Welsh arrived and settled in 
communities throughout southern Wisconsin. They found work in the waning lumber 
industry, Great Lakes shipping and fishing, and iron and copper mining. 26,000 
Swedes. 270,000 Germans. 

Location of the first state-operated Public Employment Offices opened in Milwaukee 
and Superior in 1901 Wisconsin. Two years later, they opened in Oshkosh and 
LaCrosse.  

The “Progressive Movement” was fighting for years but won its first resounding victory 
at the state level of government with the election of Robert M. La Follette Sr. as 
governor of Wisconsin in 1900. Republican "Battling Bob" La Follette served from 1901 
to 1906, heading up numerous progressive reforms. His leadership helped Wisconsin 
establish a railroad regulation commission to set fair freight rates. A graduated state 
income tax that taxed the rich at a higher rate was passed into law. A pure food law was 
voted in. A corrupt political practices act became law. A direct primary system was 
enacted allowing political party members rather than party bosses to nominate 
candidates. Bob also modernized state government with the "Wisconsin Idea", involving 
participation in government by state experts including political scientists, economists 
and educators, which provided much of the inspiration for following national 
“Progressive Era” reforms. 

The nonprofit American Automobile Association (AAA) was founded in Chicago in 1902 
to provide roadside assistance and driver's safety.  

Wilbur & Orville Wright aka the “Wright Brothers” invented the Engine-powered Airplane 
in 1903. They were from Ohio. 

John R. Commons of Ohio started teaching as an Economics professor at University of 
Wisconsin - Madison in 1904. In his earlier years, he pushed to unite Christian ideals 
with Sociology, was a supporter of the Prohibition Party and a leading advocate of 
“Proportional Representation” in the United States, writing a book on the subject a few 
years later, and serving as vice president of the Proportional Representation League. 
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He also founded the American Association for Labor Legislation that year. But when 
Commons got to Wisconsin, he was “Born Again” after meeting La Follette. There, the 
“Institutional Economist” fought for safety regulation in the workplace, workers' 
compensation, public regulation of utilities, and unemployment insurance. He saw 
Collective Bargaining as extremely important, but that the Unionism is better based off 
Business and not Revolutionary. 

Henry C. Taylor started the first Agricultural Economics department at UW-Madison. 
Wisconsin passed its first laws to protect children in the workforce in 1904. 

Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) founded in Chicago in 1905. The “Wobblies” 
were notorious for their extremist tactic in gaining cooperation of policy makers and 
business owners.  

Writer and Outdoorsman Daniel Carter "Uncle Dan" Beard of Cincinnati founded Sons 
of Daniel Boone in 1905. 

Wisconsin became third state to establish a Civil Service Program in 1905. Wisconsin 
started restricting child labor in at the end of the 19th Century by requiring 
administrative “Labor Permits”.  

The Jungle is a 1906 novel written by Maryland journalist and novelist Upton Sinclair. 
Sinclair claimed to have written the novel to portray the harsh conditions and exploited 
lives of meat packing industries in the United States in Chicago and similar 
industrialized cities. He spent 7 weeks working in the 1904 Chicago plants. As it turned 
out, most readers were more concerned with his exposure of health violations and 
unsanitary practices in the American meatpacking industry during the early 20th 
Century after reading it, greatly contributing to a public outcry which led to reforms 
including the “Meat Inspection Act”. Sinclair famously said of the public reaction "I aimed 
at the public's heart, and by accident I hit it in the stomach." I don’t believe it. With the 
income from The Jungle, Sinclair founded the utopian Helicon Home Colony in 
Englewood, New Jersey – a White-only space which "explicitly banned Black people 
and less publicly banned Jews.” Ahhh, the East Coast way of life. 

In 1907, the Wisconsin Legislature set the maximum hours of labor for children to 55 a 
week and adopted a list of dangerous occupations prohibited to children under 16. The 
first national anti-Child Labor bill was introduced to Congress by Senator Albert J. 
Beveridge of Indiana in 1907. It was swiftly shot down. 

The Mississippi Valley Historical Association was formed in 1907 at a meeting in 
Lincoln, Nebraska of seven historical societies of the Mississippi Valley. The entity was 
initially set up to study the history of the area but after scholastics took over and the 
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journal's reach grew, the once ethnic organization would all but become obsolete as a 
generic, national history organization by the 1960s. 

Otto Zachow, William Besserdich, and Badger Four-Wheel Drive Auto Company 
invented the Four-wheel-drive automobile in Clintonville, WI in 1908. Ole Evinrude of 
Milwaukee designed the first commercially successful Outboard Gasoline Engine for 
boats in 1910. 

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) was 
founded in Chicago in 1910 in response to the “Race Riot” in Springfield, Illinois and 
other recent lynchings – mainly throughout the South. The founders were a distribution 
of Black (7) and White (53). According to their website, “The NAACP seeks to remove 
all barriers of racial discrimination through the democratic processes.” A noble cause. 
They acted as a legal aid many times, giving their input during Guinn v. United States 
(OK), the anti-Lynching “Dyer Bill” , separatist John J. Parker’s (NC) nomination to the 
Supreme Court, Brown v. Board of Education (KS), the desegregation of military, Civil 
Rights Acts, Voting Rights Act, victims of violence in Mississippi and Florida, entering 
schools post-segregation (AR) and Regents of the University of California v. Bakke. 
They marched and supported Freedom Riders. The NAACP has faced criticism since 
the ‘70s for being too soft, contradicting its mission statement, disregarding the ideas of 
founding members, and disproportionately assisting Black folks over other ethnic 
groups. I think the organization has been instrumental in the shaping of our country’s 
Civil Rights, but they need a modern update. 

Over 50,000 Poles lived in Wisconsin in 1910, the largest rural population in the 
country. They were a vibrant community, many farmers and craftsman, and all of em 
tough as nails. During that decade, more Finns became active in the Wisconsin labor 
movement, many becoming involved not only with socialist politics but also in the 
Industrial Workers of the World – the notorious Wobblies – and labored to organize 
farmers, miners, and lumberjacks in the years prior to the “First World War”. More 
enduring has been Finnish leadership in establishing farmers' cooperatives in 
Wisconsin, home to some of the largest cooperative organizations in the nation – 
Northern Wisconsin, and also Northern Minnesota and the UP, beginning in the 1880s 
and up into the 1910s. 

W.H. King of the University of Wisconsin - Madison designed the first Round Silo in 
1910 – the current Industry Standard. 

William D. Boyce worked as a coalminer, and teacher in PA, lumberjack, secretary, and 
salesman in the Midwest and Canada before settling in Chicago. There, he founded the 
“Boy Scouts of America” in 1910 to foster interest in the outdoors, Native and Immigrant 
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pioneer life, independence and brotherhood for people of all colors and creeds. “Sons of 
Daniel Boone” merged with this organization.  

Writers who came of age, started working, and made (or tried to make) a name for 
themselves during the 1910s-1930s are generally considered part of the “Lost 
Generation”. Arthur Sullivant Hoffman of Columbus, OH served as Editor of Adventure 
magazine starting in 1912. He recruited a strong team of writers – a “Writers’ Brigade” 
of field experts – to publish fiction and nonfiction in the “Pulp Magazine”. The publication 
swiftly gained a huge cult following and sparked a trend. Those of the “High Culture” 
East Coast called these and similar adventure stories “Low brow” and “Potboiler” – even 
though they were often written by Midwestern artists to avoid poverty, starvation and 
homelessness during a regional Depression. This “Pulp Fiction” in the “Dime Novels” 
became popular in the late 1800s and throughout the 1900s. Eventually, Pulps lost out 
to Dimes due to the cost of materials. During this time, the coastal elite were inspired by 
European German, Swiss, French and Russian art (Midwestern Immigrant cultures), 
and launched the “Little Theater Movement”. 

English-American Ernest Hemingway is seen as a marker of the “Lost Generation”. Of 
Oak Park, IL (suburban Chicago), he worked for the Kansas City Star, then went to war 
as an Ambulance Driver, was injured and returned home. Later in life, he went on a trip 
to Africa. He also spent a lot of time in the Caribbean. Some of his more well known 
works are The Sun Also Rises, A Farewell To Arms, The Old Man and the Sea, and To 
Have and Have Not. He was direct, journalistic, and controversial. 

Willa Cather moved to Nebraska from Virginia at 9 years old. Life on the frontier was a 
deeply formative experience for her. She was intensely moved by the dramatic 
environment and weather, the vastness of the Nebraska prairie, and the various 
cultures of the European-American, immigrant and Native American families in the area. 
Sometimes, she dressed up as a man named William while she studied at the 
University of Nebraska. Then she moved to Pittsburg, taught Latin, Algebra and English, 
and worked for a few papers before penning Great Plains classics O Pioneers! (1913), 
The Song of the Lark (1915), and My Ántonia (1918), and a highly heralded One of 
Ours (1922), a novel set during “World War I”. Critics dismissed her in the ‘30s as a 
“Romantic” and “Nostalgic” writer who “could not cope with the present".  

The talented writer T.S. Eliot of St. Louis, MO is considered one of the greatest 
American writers of all time. F. Scott Fitzgerald of St. Paul, MN highlights the “Jazz Age” 
with his stories. Edgar Lee Masters of Illinois penned Spoon River Anthology in 1914 – 
one of the most popular and widely renowned pieces of American literature. His Populist 
views and moving but dark stories are forever. Part Portuguese revolutionary and 
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stream-of-consciousness pioneer John Dos Passos made a name for Chicago, IL, but 
he traveled the world writing for many years. He he is popular for penning the U.S.A. 
trilogy. Sherwood Anderson, an auto-didact, was raised in the farming town of Camden, 
OH, and moved around the state growing up before moving to The Chi. He’s known for 
provoking self-exploration in Winesburg, Ohio, Poor White and Many Marriages.  

Gene Stratton-Porter, a lady of Scots-Irish descent, came up in Wabash County, 
Indiana. She worked as a wildlife photographer and played a big part in conserving 
wetlands. Gene was also one of the first women to form a movie studio and production 
company. She used her position and income as a well-known author to support the 
conservation of Limberlost Swamp and other wetlands in the state. Her novel, A Girl of 
the Limberlost, was adapted four times as a film, most recently in a 1990 TV movie. The 
Song of the Cardinal and Freckles were popular too.  

Glenway Wescott was born on a farm in Kewaskum, WI. He was self-made and went on 
to the University of Chicago to study. He started writing poetry in college. As he 
continued his career, Wescott became popular in Europe, traveling to England, 
Germany and France as an openly Gay artist and writer. He went through it, his attitude 
was particular, and he certainly lived on through his works The Grandmothers, 
Goodbye, Wisconsin, and The Pilgrim Hawk: A Love Story. 

Anglo-American Laura Ingalls Wilder was born near the village of Pepin in the 
Northwoods region of Wisconsin. Her family was mobile, and moved all around the 
Great Plains of the Midwest, from Wisconsin to Kansas, Missouri, Minnesota, Iowa and 
South Dakota. Wilder is well known for her Little House on the Prairie books in the 
1930s, her subject matter on Wisconsin (Big Woods) and Kansas (Prairie). She also 
worked as a teacher. Laura’s endearing novels remain extremely popular among 
children to this today. 

The ever-intellectual Anglo Thornton Wilder of Madison, WI had an academic life from 
day one, studying in China and California as a youth. Later, he attended Oberlin 
College, studied and taught several subjects at various Ivy Leagues. He advanced in 
the ranks while serving in “World War II”. Wilder spoke 4 languages proficiently, worked 
as a translator, and is highly heralded for writing the first draft of Shadow of a Doubt for 
Hitchcock, The Bridge of San Luis Rey, and the Our Town and The Skin of Our Teeth 
plays. Also, Zona Gale, Hamlin Garland, Aldo Leopold, Edna Ferber, Frederick Jackson 
Turner and Carl Sandburg. 

Theresa Elmendorf of Pardeeville, WI spearheaded a state library program in 1891. By 
1911, she was the first female president of the American Library Association. 
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Wisconsin established America’s first modern “Apprenticeship” law in 1911, which 
included area Vocational Schools as a necessary component of apprenticeship 
programs. That year, 625 apprentices were indentured in. This was later mimicked in 
the U.S. “Smith Hughes Act” of 1917, which established a Federal-State Vocational 
Education Program and created the Federal Board of Vocational Education. 

America’s first state constitutional “Workmen's Compensation Act” (now “Worker's 
Compensation”), guaranteeing injury compensation as a legal right, was enacted in 
1911 Wisconsin. The constitutionality of the Act was upheld by the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court in November of that year and down the line by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1926. 
Also that year, the Wisconsin legislature enacted more laws to regulate hours, wages 
and employment conditions of women and children. A few years later, “Building Codes” 
came into play. 

In 1912, Beloit’s Arthur P. Warner perfected the Automobile Speedometer, which would 
become standard on every vehicle produced in the U.S. 

Also in 1912, Ohio’s Arthur Hoffman and his assistant, novelist Harry Sinclair Lewis, 
created a popular identity card with a serial number for readers. If the bearer were 
killed, someone finding the card would notify the magazine who would in turn notify the 
next of kin of the fallen adventurer. They expanded this idea to all parts of the U.S. 
Hoffman also was secretary of an organization named the "Legion". Theodore 
Roosevelt Jr. was one of its vice presidents. Membership cards of the organization 
included member's skills and specialties that were forwarded to the War Department 
when the United States entered “World War I”, the information being eventually used to 
create two regiments of aviation mechanics. Hoffman's group would later provide a 
model for the organisation of the American Legion after the war. 

Henry Ford developed the Assembly Line in 1913 in Dearborn, Michigan. On January 5, 
1914, Ford Motor Company took the radical step of doubling pay to $5 a day and cut 
shifts from nine hours to eight, moves that were not popular with rival companies, 
although seeing the increase in Ford's productivity, and a significant increase in profit 
margin (from $30-60 million in two years), most soon followed suit. 

Although there was considerable pushback against the war in Wisconsin, the majority 
didn't oppose it, and would back America after they decided it was necessary. 
Wisconsin sent 118,000 into service to “World War I” (1914-18). Some Writers wanted 
to improve, some wanted to escape, and some just wanted to live, while others used 
their power to smash everyone else out of competition. 
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"The Midwest also suffered its fair share of intentional abuse. After World War I, critics 
elevated writers who supposedly denigrated the Midwest, such as Edgar Lee Masters, 
Sinclair Lewis and Sherwood Anderson (even though they all wrote many lovely things 
about the region), and characterized any hip Midwestern writing as a revolt from the 
village or a rejection of the Midwest Writers who did not fit such a category were largely 
ignored and, now, remain forgotten” 

Wisconsin became one of the first states to collect Employment Statistics in 1915, and 
was the only state outside New England. Wisconsin worked with the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. The collection of this data would be common practice nationally from that 
point forward. In 1917, a centralized Child Work Permit system was created under the 
Wisconsin Industrial Commission. Most of America’s “Child Labor Policy” wouldn’t be 
signed in until the 1930s. Wisconsin founded the country’s oldest and most-committed 
Non-Profit Radio in 1917. Author Jack Mitchell argues that Wisconsin invented Public 
Broadcasting, as it was funded by state taxes and not commercials for private interests 
like Mainstream Mass Media. The University of Wisconsin - Madison created the first 
Genetics Department in the United States in 1918. Wisconsin was the first state to 
number its Highway System in 1918.  

After the war, folks in Wisconsin returned to the leadership of La Follette in Wisco. He 
opposed going to war but supported the people. Toledo, Ohio established the minimum 
wage, the eight-hour day, and paid vacations for workers, but it was Congressman La 
Follette and the Wisconsin Progressive Party that set most of the critical rights we have 
today. The Ku Klux Klan even tried to ally with Wisconsin in 1924, seeing our interests 
as similar. The KKK was sadly disappointed, though. Fighting Bob essentially told the 
KKK to fuck off, we don’t play that. Imperial Wizard Hiram Wesley Evans, of Alabama 
and Texas, then responded by calling La Follette “the arch enemy of the nation”. 
Wisconsin’s platform went on to elect several representatives and define American civil 
rights and labor forever. Many Presidents have run on the “Forward” platform. 

“The platform attacked the 'unholy alliance between corrupt business and corrupt 
politics’. It went on to support such reforms as the direct election of U.S. senators, 
women's suffrage, industrial safety laws, a minimum wage for women, the eight-hour 
day, unemployment insurance, an inheritance tax, collective bargaining for workers, a 
ban on child labor, and the initiative, referendum and recall. The platform was an 
agenda for needed legislation in the new century. Nearly all the ideas promoted by the 
Progressive Party in 1912 eventually became law  This was the Progressive Party 
legacy. It led the United States into modern times." 
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Further Racist campaigning against all that is German continued after “World War I”. 
Americans were lynching Germans, publically humiliating, assaulting us physically and 
verbally. They shut down our newspapers, schools and churches. “Ship them back to 
the fatherland,” they said. Germans weren't allowed to play their music at symphony 
concerts or meet with civic associations. They spied on us, banned our foods, burned 
our books and even attacked German dogs. One Midwestern teacher took the “Simon 
Act”, which was much like the “Bennett Act”, all the way to the top in his Meyer v. 
Nebraska case. The Supreme Court decreed that all languages can be taught in 
schools, unless it's during wartime. Similar cases would be addressed in Ohio and 
Nebraska. 

The Farmer-Labor Party was organized in 1918 in Minnesota. There were 2,600 
Co-Ops in Minnesota the following year. Norwegian-Swedish Floyd B. Olson of 
Minnesota helped form the “Committee of 48” that year, which pushed to get 
Wisconsin’s La Follette elected as President. A more Communist “Labor Party” was 
formed in Chicago that year as well, which added a more urban element to the group. 

At the end of 1918, the Labor Party of Cook County organized about 1,000 delegates 
from 165 unions. Memberships were made available for $1.00 at the top of the next 
year. The International Brotherhood of Teamsters, Labor Party and American 
Communist Party were all founded in Chicago in 1919. Labor unity and civil unrest both 
shot through The Chi like a fire. City corruption ran wild. Washington flew in the National 
Guard. People wanted answers and were ready to city up. The “Labor Movement” 
pushed factionalism, reorganization, police persecution, to bring African-Americans 
further into the workforce and clear the South of Jim Crow law. 

During the 3 years leading up to the “Chicago Race Riot of 1919”, the Black population 
in Chicago went from 44,000 to 109,000, while many other different Immigrants were 
coming in. One Black kid swam too far into an Irish neighborhood of Chicago – and an 
Irish Gang stoned the kid to death, resulting in further tension in the city, Catholic and 
Black mobs killing each other and destroying each other's’ homes. This was considered 
one of the worst riots of the year. Both sides attacked each other violently, looted and 
burned everything for weeks until an Illinois Militia shut it down. The marginalized 
groups were competing for meat packing jobs, as well as stockyard gigs and low-cost 
housing, but the two communities did not like each other. 

The Black population of Omaha, Nebraska was only second to Los Angeles by the end 
of the 1910s at upwards of 10,000. Many newly arrived Black folks were looking for 
work in the meatpacking industry, which increased competition for the working class 
Irish and Eastern European peoples. The Irish and Catholic Culture there, and 
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throughout the Midwest, at the time, was Racist and particularly militant. They attacked 
the Greeks in Omaha. Then sensationalized media, combined with the efforts of Irish 
Political Boss Tom Dennison, his citywide crime ring and other Catholics, lead to the 
“Omaha Race Riot of 1919”. Will Brown, a Black man, had allegedly raped a young 
women, so a mob of 20,000, largely Irish and Catholics, marched on the courthouse he 
was being held in. The police, Black and non-Catholic residents protected Brown, but 
the attackers pushed through looting guns, shooting, beating and locking everyone up – 
involved or not – on their way to lynch the prisoner. They got a hold of the reformist 
Mayor Edward Parsons Smith and tried to lynch him from a street light. He was saved 
but Will Brown was eventually captured by the mob, hung from a telephone post, then 
shot up, mutilated, drug around town and set on fire. 

During the “Red Summer” of this year, many riots broke out between disenfranchised 
veterans and working class peoples, which generally turned into “White vs. Black” 
battles, resulting in the deaths of hundreds of Black folks, and many non-Black folks. 
Early in 1919, Dr. George Haynes, educator and director of Negro Economics for the 
U.S. Department of Labor, published a report saying that 38 riots had broken out across 
America. The vast majority of these riots took place on the East Coast, in the South and 
Southwest. 

The Indiana Klan organized in 1919 in Indiana. At it’s peak in the 1920s, following WWI, 
the Indiana Klan had over 250,000 members. Grand Dragon D.C. Stephenson, of Texas 
and Oklahoma, alleged that Catholics were behind secret plots to overthrow the 
government and exterminate Protestants. He mainly targeted Catholics of Southern and 
Eastern Europe. Also Jews. Third, he attacked the Black community. The Indiana Klan 
stressed more social issues than racism, promised to uphold moral standards, help 
enforce Prohibition, and end political corruption. The Klan also publicly attacked 
adulterers, gamblers, and undisciplined youths. A similar but more racially charged 
organization, known as the Black Legion, also started at this time. From Appalachia and 
the South, they started up in the Eastern Ohio, and quickly expanded into Michigan and 
Detroit. They attacked Catholic, Lutheran, Jewish and Eastern European Immigrants, 
Black people, Labor Unions, Farm Coops and Fraternal groups. 

Wisconsin became the first state to ratify the Suffrage Amendment for Women’s Rights 
in 1919, and also passed the first Women’s Equal Rights bill in 1921 – granting our 
ladies full equality with men under law. Years of work from the Wisconsin Women’s 
Suffrage Association (WWSA) dating back to 1869 got many women involved in the 
public school system. A surge in the 1890s from Theodora Winton Youmans of 
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Waukesha and Ada James of Richland Center put Wisconsin Federation of Women's 
Clubs (WFWC) at the forefront of the movement, bringing it right on home. 

An otherwise inactive Congressman Andrew Volstead of Granite Falls, MN provided the 
18th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution aka the “Volstead Act” in October of 1919. 
Enforcing the law was impossible in Wisconsin. There were churches making 
exceptions and speakeasies. They dressed up booze as a cat to sneak it into Prairie du 
Chien, WI. The first official infringement on the “Volstead Act” took place in Chicago, 
Illinois in early 1920. The U.S. only had 134 agents to cover all of Illinois, Iowa and parts 
of Wisconsin. We made “Moonshine”. The Midwest turned into a war zone once again. 
But ladies got respect, and a lot of men were scared shitless of these loud, 
college-educated, singing, protesting women. 

German, Scandinavian and Eastern European men enjoyed drinking but a lot of worn 
out women did not. The ladies would combine their efforts with particular Protestant 
churches, and provide a huge push behind the “Temperance Movement” that started 
booming around 1915. Newspapers all over Wisconsin and Minnesota were denouncing 
the “Demon Drink”, and preachers were on the pulpit about it. But Prohibition got its 
start from female religious groups, including many Lutherans. Beer and Booze was 
safer to drink than the prairie water sometimes, so that was a good excuse to the guys. 
Also, folks thought it was fun to party. “Sæt dig ne dog drik en rus”, they said. “Sit 
yourself down and get soused”. Germans, of course, were the instigators. I remember 
my mom telling me, “Norwegians thought the Germans drank too much.” One of the 
funnier Norwegian methods for curing an alcoholic, was to take 3 mice, soak them in ½ 
quart of Brennevin for 14 days, and then drink it. 

The “Volstead Act” set off a war. Making Alcohol illegal in the “Blue Collar” Culture 
would open the floodgates for gangsters to make a living “Bootlegging” and making 
Moonshine – which was bigger in the Midwest than anywhere else. These (mostly) 
Italian and Irish Gangs treated the land, people and community like refuse just like 
America had been doing. They were not heroes. Some were better than others, if that 
means anything. Generally, they treated locals like garbage – often no different than 
those from the Coasts. However, these gangs would also eventually provide the basis 
for one of the only scenes a major film has ever shot in Wisconsin – Public Enemies. 
These gangsters would run all around the Midwest from the late 1910s all the way 
through the 1930s. Italian Al “Scarface” Capone of Chicago and German Jon Dillinger of 
Indianapolis used Wisconsin as a channel to transport alcohol from Canada, and as a 
hideaway. Dillinger stayed at “Little Bohemia Lodge” in Manitowish Waters, Capone in 
Hayward.  
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“Wisconsin was ‘commonly regarded as a Gibraltar of the wets – sot of a Utopia where 
everyone drinks their fill and and John Barleycorn still holds forth in splendor.’” 

Italian “Papa” Johnny Torrio was boss of Chicago’s South Side. The Irish (and Polish) 
North Side Gang opposed the Chicago Outfit. Dean O’Banion and Hymie Weiss and 
Vincent Drucci. French George “Bugs” Moran of the North Side shot and wounded him, 
sending him back to Italy and Scarface in charge, igniting a war. Frank Nitti allied Roger 
Toughy's, the rivals of Capone. The Genna Crime Family reigned from the near west 
side of Chicago over the Unione Siciliana, and was also heavily involved. Then of 
course, there’s Fred “Killer” Burke, of Kansas, who moved to St. Louis to join Egan’s 
Rats, and later joined the Jewish Purple Gang aka Sugar House Gang in Detroit, where 
they worked heavily with Toledo, OH. Then he went and worked for Capone. Baby Face 
Nelson connected with Capone, and used to pick up bags of liquor in mail carts near 
Whitefish Lake, MN. German Fred Goetz of the North Shore of Chicago got a degree in 
Engineering from University of Illinois, served in the U.S. Army Aviation Branch, and 
then moved to the South Shore of Chicago, robbing various banks and bootlegging 
along the way in association with other locals. Gus Winkler worked in gangs in St. 
Louis, Detroit and then Chicago. The Holden-Keating Gang held up mail trucks and 
banks in their home state of Illinois, Minnesota, Wisconsin and Kansas for millions. 
Chicago car thief Martin James Durkin was the first to kill a Federal Agent. The Shelton 
Brothers Gang and Charles Birger fought for the rest of Illinois, and faced the KKK. 
Joseph P. Moran served as an underworld physician throughout Illinois Country. Irish 
Tommy Banks and Romanian Kid Cann ran the bootlegging business in Minnesota. St. 
Paul was a “Gangster’s Paradise”. German Wilhelm Loeser of Iowa was the surgeon. 
Harry Brunette of Green Bay wreaked havoc around New York. George “Dutch” 
Anderson set up in Muskegon, MI. Fred William Bowerman ran cars from Michigan to 
Chicago. Basil Banghart, college dropout, stole over 100 cars in Detroit before he was 
arrested. Political bosses became widely popular, especially in the Democratic Party. 
Tom Pendergast used his position and gang ties to rule over Jackson County and St. 
Louis, while John Lazia did the same in Kansas City. In St. Louis there was the 
politically influenced Egan’s Rats, and Hogan’s Gang, the Sicilian Green Ones, Italian 
Pillow Gang and Russo Gang formed the Giordano crime family, the shooters of the 
Cuckoo Gang, and the Irish Bottoms Gang. Vernon C. Miller of South Dakota was the 
only identified shooter in the “Kansas City Massacre”. He was beaten and killed shortly 
afterward. Bennie and Stella “Sure Shot” Dickson of Topeka, Kansas, a husband and 
wife team, stole a ton of money from spots around South Dakota. Verne Sankey and 
Gordon Alcorn of South Dakota abducted several high-profile victims throughout the 
Midwest, successfully held them for ransom, spurring a trend with the gangsters. John 
Callahan penetrated city politics in Wichita, KS like in St. Paul and Missouri. Callahan 

61 

http://www.distilledhistory.com/category/stlouishistory/gangsters/
http://americanmafia.com/Cities/St_Louis.html
http://www.mostnotorious.com/2012/11/04/34/
https://books.google.com/books?id=55xWDQAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=AWs-DvreMYoC&pg=PA113&lpg=PA113&dq=norway+bear+hunters+civil+war&source=bl&ots=t0FSfflLKi&sig=LPyQRJfvY6pVXM87GfNmZdFuBCE&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjsuouGhOrQAhWLjlQKHcTzB0gQ6AEIJTAE#v=onepage&q=norway%20bear%20hunters%20civil%20war&f=false


trained Pretty Boy Floyd and Edward J. Adams, who went all over the Midwest. William 
“Billy the Killer” Miller of Ohio did jobs all over the Midwest as well, and affiliated with 
Pretty Boy Floyd. Ma Barker and Alvin “Old Creepy” Karpis of the Barker-Karpis Gang 
operated out of Wichita, St. Paul, Chicago, and Menominee, WI. Herbert Allen “Deafy” 
Farmer set up a safe house in southwest Missouri and operated heavily with the Barker 
Gang. Al Brady and the “The Brady Gang” did Indiana. Tom Dennison was controlling 
Omaha, Nebraska. Harry “Pier” Pierpont worked heavily in Indiana even before he met 
Dillinger. Frederick Grant Dunn of Iowa was all over the Midwest, in Kansas and South 
Dakota, and joined Dillinger. Russell “Boobie” Clark ran all around the Great Lakes, 
weaking havok. He also joined the Dillinger Gang. Charles Makley based out of Ohio 
and associated with Dillinger. Tommy Carroll held up several banks in Iowa and 
Minnesota, and joined the Dillinger Gang. Eddie Bentz was all through the Midwest in 
the 1930s. Elmer H. Inman of Kansas laid waste to Oklahoma with gangs down there, 
as did many others. Henry Loftus and Harry Donaldson of Manitowoc, WI became 
obsessed with Dime Novels and the “Old West” stories told in them, so they dressed up 
and botched a robbery of the Southern Pacific Railroad, essentially ending the train 
robber era. Salvatore "Mooney Sam" Giancana was the first of the young but notorious 
Forty-Two Gang to join The Outfit. He opened the door for many others as well, and 
also brought his family to Rhinelander, WI. Joseph “Polack Joe” Saltis ran the 
Southwest side of Chicago and bought a lodge near Winter, WI. He was on good terms 
with Capone. Louis “Cock-eyed” Fratto employed himself as a mob boss in Chicago and 
Des Moines, Iowa. He was cousin to the hitman, bagman, enforcer and short-lived 
Chicago front boss, Felix "Milwaukee Phil" Alderisio. Finally, Sam "Mad Sam" 
DeStefano of Chicago was one of the worst loan sharks and sociopathic killers in the 
history of the United States. 

The Green Bay Packers aka “The Packers” aka “The Pack” also assembled in 1919-20. 
Council Meats assembled a squad of working class employees and banded together 
through the cold winters of Green Bay to create the franchise that lead to the creation of 
the National Football League (NFL) and “Titletown”. Curly Lambeau, Meatpacking 
Foreman of holding company Indian Meat Packing Company would change the name. 
That company was sold to Acme Packing. The Packers name would stay. They started 
pumping out the toilet paper too, "Such was the success of the toilet paper industry that 
it helped Green Bay avoid the worst effects of the “Great Depression". The 
“Cheeseheads” are survivors. That name was originally used as a slur towards working 
class Wisconsinites, but like “Badgers”, it was also flipped into a widely embraced and 
loved nickname. In the 1920s, workers in the Wisconsin River Valley and major paper 
companies made peace through cooperatives – making Wisconsin the #1 paper 
manufacturing state in the country. Blue Collar, “Non-Profit” and “Community Owned”, 
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the “Green and Gold” was just what folks needed at the time, and remains to be a 
one-of-a-kind Franchise to the present. Green Bay the smallest city to host a 
Professional Sports Franchise. The “Lambeau Leap” was another one of our inventions. 
Folks started to rep the squad to help them through the struggle. Wisconsin has always 
been into sport. At this point, no one could touch us in Boxing or Wrestling either. 
Norwegian exchange students organized the first Ski Meet ever held at an American 
university in 1920 at the University of Wisconsin - Madison. Almost everywhere thrived 
through the “Roaring ‘20s”, except the Midwest, and especially not Wisconsin. Folks 
made the best of times, though. My Norwegian-American grandma, who also worked 
full time, traveled around Wisconsin with her sisters singing, dancing and performing 
skits. They sewed their own clothes, made their own quilts, and were talented in 
“Rosemåling”. 

Meanwhile, on the Coasts and in the South, the “Victorian Era” took a new form in the 
shape of “Flappers” and “Southern Belles”. Before the Yankees were into slavery, old 
country culture, money, segregation and restrictive clothing. During this time, while the 
Midwest was still working, suffering and fighting for political and social change, these 
groups were living in excess, founding a new cultural movement to broadcast to the 
masses. The English White women of the Coasts and South (and Chicago) attacked 
specific parts of traditional female roles that they did not like, including modesty, ethics 
and hard work, but also accepted previous privileges as duly deserved. They essentially 
told the masses of women to trick their way through “Society”, get drunk and fuck their 
way to success. The Flappers’ largest contribution : “Petting Parties”. We call them 
“Rainbow Parties” or “Orgies” now. These women said things like “That’s the bee’s 
knees” and “The Cat’s Meow”, and would describe things as “Jazzy” – one of the first 
examples of Black slang appropriation. Their most popular dance – ”The Charleston” – 
was miscredited for the African dance it was. Flappers started the regressive trend of 
over tanning and caking on makeup as well, largely due to European Cosmetic 
Advertisements. They had sex with men as a means for career advancement, money 
and jewelry – but reviled being called “Prostitutes” – instead considering their actions 
capitalizations or retributions on “Male Privilege”. However, once the Coastal and 
Southern Elite felt just a light breeze of the dust that the Midwest and West were 
experiencing by the end of the decade, they dropped the movement altogether. Largely 
a backwards culture, the Flappers did question what a woman is supposed to dress, 
look and act like. They had fun too, which was a developing new area for the ladies. 

In 1920, Wisconsin hosted over 6,700 Finns, two thirds of whom living in mining country 
in Douglas, Bayfield, Iron, Ashland, and Price Counties along Lake Superior. In 1924, 
there were over 1,000 Icelanders living in fishing communities on Washington Island 
(formerly Potawatomi Island) and in Door County – one tenth the total ethnic population 
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in the United States. Wisconsin also had 21,000 Russians, 11,000 Italians, 7,000 
Slovaks, 5,500 Slovenes, 5,000 Serbs and 4,000 Greeks living within its borders at the 
time. 

Politically, Nebraska and Kansas had the Populist Party, Wisconsin the Progressive and 
Socialist Party, North Dakota the Populist and Nonpartisan League, Illinois the Labor 
and Communist Party, and Minnesota the Farmer-Labor Party in 1922. The Midwest 
was glowing with different thoughts. 

In 1922, the Minnesota Norwegian got the “Capper-Volstead Act” through Congress. 
Signed into law by President Warren G. Harding of Ohio, this finally gave the 
agricultural associations recognition as producers. The Midwest still leads the country is 
Co-ops by a long shot. Minnesota has the largest, but as of 2015, Iowa is home to more 
Top 100 Co-ops than any other state with 15. Minnesota comes second with 11 and 
Nebraska in third with 9. California and Illinois each have 6, and Wisconsin has 5. 

Stephen Poplawski of Wisconsin invented the Blender in 1922. Milk Shakes and Malted 
Milk are also Wisconsin inventions. 

Leonidas C. Dyer of Missouri pushed for “Anti-Usury” (1914) policy, and saw to the 
“Anti-Lynching” (1918) and “Anti-Automobile Theft” (1819) bills. All of which had a huge 
impact on hate groups and gangs. Floyd Olson took on the malicious Indiana Klan in 
1923 for Libel statements regarding the Mayor of Minneapolis, and made history when 
he successfully prosecuted 5 Klansmen – making him the first in America to convict the 
organization of criminal activity. Milwaukee’s Harley-Davidson was one of the 2 
motorcycle companies to survive the Great Depression, largely because the U.S. 
government needed 20,000 from them for the war. Many in the Minnesota Highway 
department were given Harley-Davidson bikes from the Indiana Klan. America’s first 
“Biker Gang” rode around the Midwest harassing Farmer-Labor groups. Floyd Olson 
won the case, ran for Governor on the “Minnesota Farmer-Labor Party” ticket in 1924, 
and he won. Despite his push for state ownership of electric utilities, iron mines, oil 
fields, grain elevators, and meatpacking plants, the Minnesota State Legislature 
laughed at what they called Socialism. Olson considered his views as "Cooperativism.” 

Calvin Coolidge (1923-1929) of Vermont and his utopian ideas of a “Laissez-Faire” 
America did nothing for a disconnected people off the coastline. The President 
repeatedly rejected the “McNary-Haugen Farm-Relief” bill from Midwestern farm 
reformers, resulting in a decade of even more severe suffering for our rural communities 
before the “Great Depression” even started, and took no action to the widespread war in 
the Midwest at the time. 
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The Black Legion became even more militant in the ‘30s, having grown to 20-30,000 
members throughout Michigan. A later testimony revealed incidents of murder, violence 
and intimidation over a three-year period. Some even said the group participated in 
ritual murder. Labor organizer George Marchuk, Secretary of the Auto Workers Union in 
Lincoln Park, was found dead on December 22, 1933, with a bullet in his head. 
Members were indicted for a conspiracy to murder Arthur Kingsley, a Highland Park 
publisher of a community paper and candidate for mayor of the suburb. They planned to 
shoot him in 1933 because he ran against Markland, a Legionnaire politician. Sixteen 
Black Legion members were indicted in Kingsley's case, including "two factory 
policemen, a police officer, and several Highland Park city employees. At the time of his 
arrest Markland was employed as an investigator in the office of Wayne County 
Prosecutor McCrea.” Nine members were convicted in this case, including Markland 
and Arthur F. Lupp, Sr., who was then a milk inspector for the Detroit Board of Health 
and founder of the Legion in Michigan. According to testimony, the extensive network of 
Black Legion members in Highland Park included the chief of police and a city 
councilman. It was learned that Mayor William Voisine of Ecorse, Michigan was a target. 
His organization pushed for the hiring Black people for city jobs. John Bielak, an AFL 
organizer in the Hudson Motor Car Company plant who had led a drive for a wage 
increase, "was found riddled with bullets on March 15, 1934, on a road about ten miles 
from Monroe, Michigan.” This was the Summer when temperatures were often sitting 
pretty at 100 degrees, not considering humidity. The Prosecutor indicted Black Legion 
members for the murder of Silas Coleman of Detroit – a Black man found killed outside 
Putnam Township, Michigan in 1935. On May 12, 1936, Charles A. Poole, a Works 
Progress Administration organizer, was kidnapped by a gang of the Black Legion, to be 
punished as an alleged wife beater. A French Catholic married to Becky Poole, a 
Protestant woman, he was shot and killed that night by Dayton Dean. Wayne County 
Prosecutor Duncan McRea, who had been outed by the Detroit Times as a member of 
group, vowed to go after Poole’s killers. McRea prosecuted twelve men on charges of 
murdering Poole. Dean pleaded guilty and testified against his comrades, resulting in 
convictions for all but one person prosecuted. He provided considerable  testimony to 
authorities about other activities of the Black Legion, which led to 37 more convictions. 
He and his collaborators didn’t know that Becky, a blue-eyed blonde, had an 
African-American great-grandfather.  

Wisconsin Governor John J. Blaine legalized low percentage beer again in 1926, and 
gradually phased alcohol back in. By 1928 – within the throes of Prohibition – 
Milwaukee was home to over 1,200 “Soft Drink Parlors”, most of which also traded in 
illegal liquor. Organized crime violence skyrocketed. Wisconsin has always been the 
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drunkest community in America, but that took a hit when over 100 breweries got 
knocked down to 7 during this time. 

Edwin E. Perkins of Hastings, Nebraska invented Kool-Aid in 1927. 

Over 200,000 Black people were displaced during the Southern “Great Flood of 1927”, 
and many moved to the Midwestern cities because of it. Despite the poverty, Regional 
War and insane weather, Iowa State hosted the first ever NCAA Team Wrestling 
Championship in 1927. 

Herbert Hoover of Iowa took over the presidency in 1929. He appointed Charles Curtis 
of the Kaw tribe in Kansas to be the nation's first ever Native American Vice President. 
Curtis went on to push reform of Native lands, seeking to divide Reservations into 
alloted properties, build schools and infrastructure on the lands. He was highly 
controversial because this consolidated a lot of Native lands for American development. 
Hoover kept pouring into public works, and while he did invest a little into the Federal 
Farm Board, the “Stock Market Crash of 1929” and the “Dust Bowl” dried up the land of 
the Midwest for 10 years with hardly a serious action from Washington. Hoover finally 
took action but not nearly quick enough. Instead of running on a deficit, he taxed the 
wealthy to support welfare programs, which was a great idea. Then he ruined our 
foreign relations. Red Smoot of Utah and Willis C. Hawley of Oregon campaigned for 
high tariffs on imports as a solution, which Hoover stood firmly against for some time, 
but eventually pushed through as the “Tariff Act of 1930” – the policy that slowly killed 
the rest of the economy for the next few years.  

Floyd Olson was elected on 1930 Farmer-Labor ticket, made immediate changes to 
Minnesota and urged F.D.R. to sign the “New Deal”. He threatened Martial Law on the 
Senate, but was friendly and outgoing to the public. He had a brilliant idea of modifying 
capitalism to a “Cooperative Commonwealth” by establishing co-ops in different 
communities. “Co-ops are a Scandinavian idea, brought over to Minnesota by 
immigrants,” said Professor Steinar Bryn. “Yet these things are more popular in 
Minneapolis than Norway.” There were agricultural, creamery and store co-ops that 
played a huge part in politics during this time. In 1999, Minnesota’s agricultural co-ops 
made $9.3 billion and they split the profits among the farmers. They prevented further 
foreclosures from the Fed this way too, by helping their neighbors and standing 
together. This is how you flip the script. That being said, the Scandinavians eventually 
came under attack for being too “Socialist”, and still do today. 

Mass produced Comic Books captured most of the “Dime Novels” readership during the 
1930s. However, Sinclair Lewis of Minnesota was the first American to receive the 
Nobel Prize in Literature in 1930. His tales of Midwest Culture would become a marker 
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of the local artform. He was hypercritical of American Capitalism and Materialism 
between the wars, and actually rejected the award. He was praised for his ability to 
create new and funny characters and also be insightful. He wrote of ignorant small 
towns and empty headed businessmen of the suburbs. Elitists used their stronghold on 
publishing in the region to demean the Midwest and elevate particular stories of these 
writers in order to paint the desired picture of the Midwest to the rest of the country. 
They’ve never been in the field. They’re just… there. 

Throughout the 1930s-40s, Sidney Robertson, Alan Lomax, and Helene 
Stratman-Thomas – with support from the Library of Congress, armed with bulky 
microphones, blank disks, spare needles, and cumbersome disk-cutting machines – 
recorded about 2,000 “Folk” and other types of songs around the Upper Midwest in 
Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin from 200 musicians of African, Austrian, Belgian, 
Cornish, Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch, Finnish, French Canadian, German, 
Ho-Chunk, Icelandic, Lithuanian, Irish, Italian, Luxemburger, Norwegian, Ojibwe, 
Oneida, Polish, Scots Gaelic, Serbian, Swedish, Swiss, and Welsh descent. “Spanning 
dance tunes, ballads, lyric songs, hymns, laments, versified taunts, political anthems, 
street cries, and recitations, these field recordings”, they were made by people born 
around 1900 or just after it. Along with the rest of Wisconsin and the Midwest Culture, 
this collection has gone largely ignored and unexplored in Popular Culture. 

Regardless of the blatant bias and discrimination from the East and West Coasts, 
Painter John Philip Falter of rural Nebraska made a name for himself during the Great 
Depression of the ‘30s. He produced over 120 covers for Saturday Evening Post, 
illustrated 40 books, created over 200 paintings in Western art, designed over 300 
recruiting posters while he served the Navy, and reckoned he did over 5,000 paintings 
in total. 

Harry Harlow of Iowa was the first to prove that Monkeys could learn in 1930. He was 
also able to illustrate through his animal subjects that there’s a Biological Basis of 
Attachment between Mother and Infant. 

The Nation of Islam was founded in Detroit in 1931 by a salesman named W.D. Fard. 
He disappeared in Chicago and Elijah (Poole) Muhammad took over, preaching Black 
Nationalism to a struggling Pan-African community. Many took to his rhetoric, although 
it was considered violent, he empowered a lot of people. The NOI (NOI) printed the 
most popular Black newspaper at the time, owned farmland, schools, banks and ed 
farmland, schools, banks and restaurants across America. 

Wisconsin passed America’s first “Unemployment Compensation” law in 1932. 
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The Midwestern Farmer's Holiday Association was formed in 1932 to protest the overall 
inaction from our government. 

U.S. Senator of Nebraska George W. Norris was called a Progressive and “Isolationist” 
and proposed to abolish the Electoral College in 1932. It would go to vote but lose. 
Although abolition of presidential electors was the only significant change contemplated 
in the Norris resolution, the measure encountered vigorous opposition in the Senate. 
During the debate, Vandenberg (R., Mich.) and other senators expressed fear that the 
proposed simplification of the electoral machinery would encourage independent 
presidential candidacies, thus weakening the major parties and repeatedly throwing 
elections into Congress. 

Then a year later came the “1933 Wisconsin Milk Strike”. They had to fly the National 
Guard in for this as well, who killed 3 farmers. Strikers were non-violent at first, but got 
more violent later on – tainting milk with kerosine and bombing creameries. Over 
125,000 farmers were left impoverished from the Great Depression. It left the country 
folk off much worse than the city-dwellers, although cities struggled as well. Over 50% 
of Madisonians lost their income and 75% of Milwaukee. Again, the Black community 
got it bad in the city. 

Amidst the chaos, America’s first Watershed project was under way in Vernon County, 
WI in 1933. 

We elected Franklin D. Roosevelt (F.D.R.) of the Democrats to be President 
(1933-1945). Unfortunately, he further used government-powered racism to attack the 
“Hyphenated American” (mainly German) and Black communities with Redlining policy, 
which gave the Real Estate and Banking industries tools to both separate and exploit 
the working class. The “Indian Reorganization Act of 1934”, also known as the “Indian 
New Deal", restored many of the rights that the Wisconsin groups had asked the 
Federal Government for – nearly 100 years prior. 

This concept has trickled into nearly every other “White Collar” American industry. On 
the other hand, Roosevelt also recognized the economic problem much better than 
Hoover, and took at least some action to fix it. On May 12, 1933, Roosevelt signed the 
“Agricultural Adjustment Act” (Triple-A) into law in response. At first, the policy was 
ineffective, because it was drafted their professors and neo Populists and favored 
corporate farmers over small family farms, but was tweaked over the next few years and 
saved many. The Fed finally passed the “Fair Labor Standards Act” that we started 
pushing for in 1886 as well. 
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"By the 1930s, when depression and unemployment dominated American public life, the 
assumptions of the Wisconsin Progressives had penetrated deeply into national politics. 
Much of Franklin Roosevelt's "New Deal" legislation was drafted by Wisconsin citizens, 
such as Edwin Witte (author of the “1935 Social Security Act”), who had been trained by 
Progressive Wisconsin economics professor John R. Commons. In fact, the momentum 
of La Follette and his allies rippled down through the decades into John Kennedy's 
"New Frontier" and Lyndon Johnson's "Great Society" programs.” 

Even amidst these wretched conditions, the Corn Belt had become the "most productive 
agricultural civilization the world has ever seen" – according to rural prophet Henry A. 
Wallace of Iowa. Wallace greatly influenced the political climate at the time as well. His 
study would uncover that Commodity Production of Cash Crops was to the 
disadvantage of the farmer, and that furthermore the market was manipulated in favor of 
the buyer. After he established the Farm Security Administration to aid sharecroppers 
and tenants, he also set up the “Food Stamp” program to assure adequate diets for all 
Low-Income families. He pushed to balance the economy over the budget and used 
progressive Christian rhetoric to unite those of many backgrounds. F.D.R. chose him as 
Vice President in 1940. Wallace suggested foreign aid programs, an attack on domestic 
poverty, improved health insurance, guaranteed annual wages, government sponsored 
research, public works, federal aid to education and civil rights legislation. 

Wallace not only played the part of an economic adviser, but during Roosevelt's assent, 
he assumed the role of ideologist for the “New Deal”. Using pen and podium, Wallace 
continued to call for basic reforms. The Midwestern unholy alliance to America – of 
Social Darwinism, Laissez-Faire Economics and the Protestant Ethic – had created a 
set of institutions based upon scarcity, he claimed, and had come to alter the mores and 
mental attitude of the American people to fit contemporary conditions. Co-operation, 
concern for the general welfare and a spirit of altruism, Wallace assured, would make it 
possible to have the blessings of an economy of abundance. He was sure that 
technology made universal affluence feasible, if only economists would assist in 
creating the social machinery needed to distribute the wealth equitably among the 
population. Through reform, be argued, the “New Deal” was fostering Social Justice. 
Wallace drafted a lot of the policy. 

But when he questioned why the United States had neglected foreign relations with the 
Soviet Union, he was cut like a bad habit. He was called a “Socialist” by a Senator of 
Tennessee, which lead to a sharp decline in his public support. Then F.D.R. chose 
Herbert Hoover as his next Vice President, was killed, and all of a sudden a much 
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different Quaker politician was put in power. Wallace made a lasting impression, 
though. 

In 1934, workers at Kohler Company striked for their right to Unionize. Fights broke out 
between police and protesters, 2 were killed and 40 injured. Wisconsin established the 
country’s first Unemployment Compensation program in 1936 and issued its first check 
for $15 that year. 

Senator Norris also pushed for and established a Unicameral Nonpartisan State 
Legislature. This was implemented in 1934 but only in his state of Nebraska. All other 
states have kept a two-house system. He went from the Republican Party to 
Independent by 1936. 

The University of Wisconsin - Madison made its first move in Cancer Research in 1936, 
bringing together American and European minds. Since then, the UW Carbone Cancer 
Center has become a global leader in Cancer Research, and has made many National 
and International discoveries.  

A Dust, Snow and Wind storm wit Kansas all in the same day in 1936. End-of-the-world 
type weather continued. The well-known Anglo, Orson Welles, was born in Kenosha, 
WI, and raised there for several years before moving to Chicago. He adapted Macbeth 
for an entirely Black cast in the 1920s. Welles published his adaptation Caesar in 1937, 
broadcasted “The War of the Worlds” and created Citizen Kane – thought by many to be 
the greatest film of all time. The legendary Multi-talented Artist did several others 
through the Federal Theatre Project “New Deal” program. 

The U.S. had a Forest Fire every 3 minutes in 1938. Weeks of 100+ degrees in the 
Midwest. Drought and starvation continued. Aldo Leopold developed UW-Madison 
Department of Wildlife Management – the nation’s first – in 1939. 

The first NCAA Division I Men’s Basketball Championship is held in Evanston, IL in 
1939. The University of Wisconsin - Madison won it all in Kansas City in 1941. Today, 
Wisconsin remains the most consistently talented Basketball-Football state in the 
country, and we’re top tier in Hockey, Track, Volleyball, Swimming, Rowing, Fishing and 
Shooting. 

Also at UW-Madison, McArdle Laboratory for Cancer Research was established as 
nation's first basic Science Cancer Center in an academic institution, and cancer 
researcher Harold P. Rusch identified the wavelength of ultraviolet light that produces 
skin cancer in 1940. The following year, UW physician Fredric Mohs pioneered a 
microsurgery technique to treat skin cancer. 
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Wisconsin Women have been earning doctorates since the 1860s, and began achieving 
great status in the scientific community in the 1940s. 

“Women in science from the Midwest fit into a unique category because they evolved in 
an environment of vast land and endless skies and had deep roots in the value and 
ethic of hard work. Dreaming of Big Cities and Big Universities and wanting to see the 
world they had read about helped motivate them to learn.” 

Les Paul invented the Solid Body Electric Guitar in 1941, after making a prototype in 
1934. He also invented Multi-track Recording. The Waukesha, WI native made a name 
for himself in Jazz as well, even creating with Nat King Cole by the time the ‘40s came 
around.  

The Hamilton Manufacturing Company of Two Rivers, WI produced the first Automatic 
Clothes Dryer in 1935. 

“World War II” (1939-1945) resulted in the deaths of around 80,000,000 people around 
the globe. Adolf Hitler was a force of evil and a mistake in German Culture. Ya know, 
sorta like Andrew Jackson in American-East Coast-South culture? The Fascist ordered 
15,000,000 into forced labor (homeless, criminals, political dissidents, communists, 
Jews and many Eastern Europeans), killing 6,000,000 Jews during what would be 
called “The Holocaust”. China saw 5-10,000,000 casualties due to war-related famine, 
and there were 19-28,000,000 in total. Poland lost 17% of its total population, the world 
3%. The Nazi Army killed 40,000,000 Allied Soldiers in Eurasia. The nations with the 
most casualties : Soviet Union, China, Poland, Germany and Yugoslavia. There were 
10,000,000 civilian casualties in Russia, and 30,000,000 in all. Joseph Stalin of the 
Communist Soviet Union sent 8 times more soldiers than the United States. 

The Allies killed 5,500,000-7,300,000 Germans during the war, not including 
Volksdeutsche, SS born outside of Germany, or German-Americans in the U.S. Army. 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower also ordered to starve and kill 800,000-1,000,000 
German POWs. President Roosevelt put 4,000,000 Germans into forced Labor Camps, 
which killed 2,500,000 more Germans as a result. 

Wisconsin sent 332,200 to “World War II” – including the “Screaming Eagles”. American 
Immigrants, Midwesterners and Minorities were once again sent into the bloodiest of 
battles. Around 1,200,000 African-Americans served America, 1,000,000 
Polish-Americans served, 850,000 Italian-Americans served, 550,000 
Jewish-Americans served, 50,000 Puerto Rican-Americans served, 44,000 Native 
Americans served, 20,000 Japanese served, and 13,000 Chinese served. All of these 
ethnic groups fought valiantly. 
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The United States of America does not provide information on how many 
German-Americans served, though. That being said, there is no doubt in my mind that 
German-Americans were the largest ethnic group to fight… the Germans (or the Nazi 
Germans, I should say). Also, while 120,000 Japanese were tragically locked in 
Internment Camps on the West Coast by the “Department of Defense”, 11,000 
German-Americans were incarcerated and put in Internment Camps under the 
“Department of Justice”. Some Italian-Americans as well. Over 6,000 of German 
descent were put in internment camps in Latin America also, and others all over the 
world. In the first few weeks of the war, in 1939, the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) detained 1,540 Japanese, 1,260 German, and 231 Italian Americans. In 1941, the 
United States of America forced 300,000 German and 600,000 Italian nationals to 
re-register, which then made them subject to arrest at any time. 

The Germans were the largest ethnic group in America at the time (still are), and the 
largest historic population to go to war for the United States. We live in a country that 
not only discredits those who contribute blood and sweat for the livelihood of America, 
even though many of those same people took the most vocal stance to oppose the war 
from the beginning, but we live in a country that blasts us with non-issues for lifetimes 
afterward, and on top of that, sets a Racist Rhetoric and Marketed Propaganda so 
solidly in place that hundreds of millions of people inside our country and outside out if it 
are cast so far away from “Society” that it actually requires a hand to pull them back up 
– them being the people that fight for Humankind. 

Barack Obama just proclaimed October 6th “German-American Day”. Yet another 
reason I respect this man. What a trooper. This is a step in the right direction. But the 
number of German-Americans that fought for America in “World War II”… That and all 
other German-American contributions are still strategically hidden, stifled and 
sabotaged. Really, go ahead and tell yourself you could figure all this shit out without 
countless hours of digging and deep critical thought. The empty headed Coastie 
consensus of the present: “Germans wanted to be Americans” or “They Assimilated”. 
The first time I heard this shit come out of someone’s mouth, I couldn’t believe it. Man… 
you are way behind in your education if you still believe this to be true in 2017. But 
again, thank you Obama for this day of celebration. My people needed at least a day of 
recognition. This was a hugely important move he made, although it’s largely lost 
among the general Millennial Generation, mostly because they’re so preoccupied with 
Coastie Culture aka High Culture aka “White Culture” – which I’ll get to. 

When I say German back home, it means tough, hard working, hard headed, 
independent, active, innovative, artistic, militant, intelligent, drunk and wild. Of course, 
we try to concentrate on the more productive aspects. That being said, I have 
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experienced racism towards my German ancestry more times than I could possibly 
count in college and out here in California. It’s every week at least. No one form of this 
discrimination is inherently tougher than another, as they all come from a different 
place. Each is different, but each can be seen, heard and documented. Some are 
always projected as more serious than others, though. Again, if you insist this “White 
Privilege” phenomenon is legitimate, the phrase is not being used correctly in 
conversation or practice, and it’s been taking devastating effects on our large population 
of American Germans, Norwegians, Italians, Poles and Russians in particular. The 
Natives, Greeks, Latinos, Irish, Swedes, Finns and French have also been excluded as 
ethnic groups by the U.S. government using this tactic. All are justly deserving of 
reparations but none are being paid what’s due. That ain’t the American way – as 
defined by those in popular opinion and in power of the East, South and West. They 
would have you “Whitewashed” and Assimilated. If you think these ethnic categories are 
outdated, you’re flawed my friend. I was. Recognizing what happened would be too 
tragic for their records. That is why you think that. We do need to address this in the 
21st Century. Labels like these are gerrymandering tools for the government, big 
business and media. Look at all the states that have the highest populations of “White 
Americans” – Midwest and West. The coastal elite employed this exclusionary strategy 
to paint a pretty picture. They want to paint a picture that two cultures, that are different 
economically, culturally, socially and historically, are somehow a part of the same 
“Race” because they share some phenotypic and linguistic characteristics. I don’t know 
a single German-American that would ever compare themself to an English or East 
Coast person, and the only reason they would associate with the South would be for the 
Country lifestyle or Black culture. The English have always been pigs, colonialists, 
exploiters, enslaving whoever they can, and now that power has been vested in the 
United States government.  

Coasties still make wildly Racist German Jokes all damn day. I can make the jokes, 
because I’m just about as German-American as it gets, but these endless “World War” 
(and “Cold War”) movies from Hollywood, for example, about the slaughter of the 
Germans (and threat of Russians) has forced itself into mainstream society as 
Acceptable Racism, alongside the accepted hatred towards Native Americans, 
African-Americans, Latinos, Women, Gays, and so on of America. I’m not the only one 
tired of this shit. Every single comedian since “World War II” has made a “Nazi Joke” or 
“German Joke”. Again, Adolf Hitler and the Nazis from Nazi Germany were a hideous 
group of people, but the German community, now, is the only community that all 
Americans are allowed and willing to be openly Racist towards. America forces its world 
unto the Midwest now as if the Federal Government didn’t put German-Americans in 
Internment Camps, ban every part of German-American Culture and language and shut 
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German-American Schools down. California and The Fed also did some fucked up shit 
to the Japanese-Americans. So obvious that no one can see it. The United States 
targeted, globally, the Native American, Asian, Black, German, Socialist and/or 
Communist populated states – or in other words, the Working Class. This New York 
Times writer said tensions between the Allied and Axis is a “distant memory”. To who is 
it a distant memory? These groups are still struggling and there is at least one WWII 
movie blasted at us every single year – showing German Human Beings being 
mercilessly slaughtered, with more and more CGI every time. The Russians see a 
similar phenomenon. Definition: “American Exceptionalism”. Author: Joseph Stalin. My 
friends in LA taught me that one. Yet here’s another wealthy moron influencing national 
opinion from the East Coast… These Coastie writers are easily erasable. They offer 
nothing but anti-Culture – German, Russian or otherwise. That’s what they are now. 
Anything that shows a Black man in poverty, a Woman in distress, or a Mexican that 
works manual labor… Oooo that’s gravy to them. But more on that later. 

Harry S. Truman was a highly controversial and effective President. A country boy from 
Missouri, he was homeschooled until 8, attended Presbyterian Sunday School, and 
helped his Jewish neighbors during the Sabbath. He worked at the Creamery, but also 
lived in the city and developed close ties with Political Boss Tom Pendergast. Truman 
took over in 1945 when F.D.R. was tragically assassinated, and headed the country 
until 1953. He dropped the bombs on Japan and pushed for the “Atomic Energy Act”. 
The Fed pulled in University of Wisconsin students to develop the bomb. With no prior 
knowledge of foreign policy, aside from his service, he founded the United Nations 
(UN), oversaw the North Atlantic Trade Organization (NATO) and gave $13 billion to 
western Europe to rebuild after WWII. The Veteran also ordered the “Korean War” in 
1950. Truman was also known for his interest in transportation and tightening 
restrictions on railroads. 

Wisconsin and Minnesota pioneered Artificial Insemination, by way of Cows, in the 
1940s. 

In 1945, Wisconsin became one of first three states, and the first outside New England, 
to prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, creed, color, national origin or ancestry in 
employment. This law became known as the “Fair Employment Law”.  

The Basketball Association of America (BAA) – future National Basketball Association 
(NBA) – was founded in 1946 by owners of the major ice hockey arenas in New 
England, the Midwest and Canada. This was the same year that Kenny Washington 
became the first African-American to play to play professional football in the NFL. 
Japanese-American Wataru Misaka became the first non-White player to hoop in the 
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BBA the following year. The NBA continues to embrace culture, community and 
personal history to the fullest extent. Basketball and Football are two of the leading 
American institutions in creating multicultural wealth, and both (especially Basketball) 
have offered a critical voice on civil rights, and exploring the personal histories, types of 
“Adversity”, and communities that American Athletes come from. The Midwest 
popularized both of the sports. 

The Midwest continued to grow. Wildlife ecologist Aldo Leopold, hired by UW-Madison 
in 1933 as the country’s first professor of Wildlife Management, over the decades 
developed the concept of a Land Ethic. Articulated poetically in his popular 1949 book A 
Sand County Almanac, Leopold opened the philosophical trails that underpin a lot of 
Modern Conservation Biology and Ecology. 

In 1949, Cancer Researcher Roswell Boutwell identified the role of caloric intake in 
Cancer Prevention. Elizabeth C. Miller and James A. Miller discovered that most 
carcinogens must be converted to "active" forms in what is the most far-reaching 
explanation for how diverse chemicals cause cancer in 1950. The next year, Cancer 
Researcher Van Potter became the first to demonstrate the effectiveness of combining 
drugs to treat cancer. 

The Paperback “Men's Magazine” in the ‘50s started taking much of the youth and 
professional demographic. In response, the “Woman’s Magazine” was started. Full 
Spreads. Centerfolds. Chicago was the heart of the “African-American Magazine” with 
Jive and Ebony. Two papers from Fawcett Publications in Minnesota, True (Male) and 
True Confessions (Female), endured the Great Depression, were widely renowned and 
read by millions. Playboy started in Chicago in 1953. They had a Frank Lloyd 
Wright-inspired ranch in Wisconsin. Marketing and Advertising started booming around 
this time. The shit has gone too far. Ads might have been cool, or even needed back 
then, but now they’re just flat annoying, and companies usually select theirs in a 
particular way, so they can at least be used as new age Propaganda instead of actually 
informing their consumers. No one would miss Ads. I could write better Ads than most 
of these out of touch chumps on the Radio and TV. In my family, we usually mute em, 
turn the sound down or change the channel. That is not a good sign. This means that 
they’re not doing a good job. They are not performing well. Can I get by just fine without 
Marketing and Advertising? Yes. However, it also funds a lot of Entertainment Business, 
and seems to be what a large portion of my tech-addicted generation is into. Video 
games are cool, don’t get it fucked up. Shout out to video games and Nintendo and 
super smart Asian people. Shout out to the people that work jobs in those previously 
mentioned industries too. I just wish you had a more Positive Economic Climate to work 
with. But currently, we live in a “Rat Race” world Business. They still send “Junk Mail” 
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out to millions upon millions of homes instead of using their money or intellect to come 
up with more effective ideas. 

The Wisconsin Progressives of Madison and Socialists of Milwaukee butted heads 
throughout the ‘30s and ‘40s, which made it harder to compete with the more 
conservative parties. Out of the fray came the Populist and anti-Elitist Irishman Joseph 
McCarthy of Grand Chute (near Appleton, WI in “Fox River Valley”) in ‘40s and ‘50s. He 
was an asshole, and the one to fuel the horrific "Second Red Scare" and "Lavender 
Scare" during “World War II” and the “Cold War”. McCarthy never hesitated to go way 
beyond PC to win favor, and he became well known for it. He was calling people out as 
Commies, Criminals, Socialists, Homosexuals and War Profiteers – as the source of 
America's problems (like how Trump is Scapegoating the Mexicans). I don’t think I need 
to say it was hard to combat those accusations during the largest war in history, but I 
will anyway. Sadly, around 5,000 Gay Federal Employees were fired, and unfortunately, 
intellectuals eventually took hold of the Communist Party and deflated its sense of 
purpose, leaving plenty of room for the McCarthy and Hoover team, who would work 
together to shut the organization down. This is when you either became American, 
served and saluted your country, or took your place in a cell or hearse. I will forever 
salute those that served, but some shit has transpired. 

My German-American Grandpa was in the trenches of the “Battle of the Bulge” fighting 
Nazis, yet, future-President Dwight D. Eisenhower expressed deep hatred for all 
Germans at the time. He said, “God, I hate the Germans!” during his tour in Europe. 
This was talked about a lot back then and has drug deeply into the fabric of our 
everyday lives. Afterward, Eisenhower spoke of the future for the country of Germany. 

"The success or failure of this occupation will be judged by the character of the 
Germans 50 years from now. Proof will come when they begin to run a democracy of 
their own and we are going to give the Germans a chance to do that, in time." 

Germany was completely obliterated by “World War II” but is now considered the best 
place to live in the world by many sources – and always places above the United 
States. This isn’t even including the accomplishments of German-Americans. This isn’t 
really talked about. Eisenhower gave us another great quote on his way out. 

“Our toil, resources and livelihood are all involved; so is the very structure of our society. 
In the councils of government, we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted 
influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military–industrial complex.” 

This has seeped deeply into American social life for many years as well. The 
"Military-Industrial Complex" part blew a lot of minds. Still does. Essentially, what it 
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means is that our country goes to war to fund itself. I agree with that to some extent. 
That being said, this is the era of “Globalization”, and a lot of folks still believe that we 
need to fight or don’t need to fight. I don’t think we have to choose from A or B. I don’t 
want to fight but I’m not completely against getting physical. I think a lot of people could 
use a punch to the face to remind them what is and is not authentic and/or intelligent. 
Having gone to one of the highest recruited high schools in the state of Wisconsin, I do 
know that a lot of these kids joining up are at least partially cognisant of the work and 
danger possibly involved in serving, but they are not necessarily knowledgeable on the 
global economy or macro differences in culture across different continents, much less 
countries. You don’t need a college education to join the Army, or the Police, and I know 
there are many that do have one, but we need to integrate a university-level or 
comparable program. ROTC is great, but limited, not required, and not the same as 
what I’m talking about. I’m talking about a year or whatever of classes that the 
government pays for on a loan basis. They’re recruiters for a high-risk position. They 
should be willing to let their prospects learn a little about the world before training to 
defend it. From there, that’s on you. I respect everyone that has ever served this 
country. God bless you. 

Many gained property under the “G.I. Bill” and started a new life. That’s how my 
grandparents got their property. A seemingly obvious victory against the Axis (though 
not in death count), paired with the boosters and propaganda of post-WWII, gave way to 
a surge of American Nationalism. The Midwest didn't have a choice but leave some 
local customs behind and adopt parts of mainstream culture. The East was rich off Old 
Money and government, the West off gold and slavery, and the South off slavery. 

Then came the “Post-War Boom” and the “Second Great Migration” following the 
“Second World War”. By 1950, there was a 154,000 strong Black community in St. 
Louis, or 18% of the population. A lot of Black folks in the same area meant that they 
had the social power form their own groups, and so they did with the "Black Liberators" 
aka Black Crusaders. 

During the "Chicago Black Renaissance", writers Richard Wright, Margaret Walker, 
Gwendolyn Brooks, Arna Bontemps, and Lorraine Hansberry, took off. The musicians... 
Jazz, Blues, and Gospel lit the fuse and eventually exploded during the Renaissance. 
This is what the Flappers were talking about when they said “Jazzy”. As the 
Bronzevilles built in Midwest cities, Jazz developed as a mix of European and African 
musical styles, and is said to have made its way from New Orleans to Chicago in 1915 
when a Migrant Black Population came north to work in factories, mills, and stockyards. 
As more Black people moved north, the sound developed and grew in popularity. Louis 
Armstrong followed his band leader Joe “King” Oliver to Chicago from New Orleans. He 

77 



showed a unique talent for Improvisation and quickly became a Jazz sensation. For 30 
years, he defined Jazz in Chicago. During that time, “The City” heard a number of Jazz 
greats including Earl “Fatha” Hines, Jelly Roll Morton, Erskine Tate, Fats Waller, and 
Cab Calloway. Blues also came to Chicago during this period. Blues brought a somber 
tone of life and work in the Mississippi Delta. Towards the end of the "Chicago Black 
Renaissance", Chicago started to change the sound of Blues, adding drums, piano, 
bass, harmonica, and switching the acoustic guitar for electric. The new style was called 
"Chicago Blues". Legends Chester Burnett, Willie Dixon, Muddy Waters, and Koko 
Taylor were prominent during this time. Gospel saw a resurgence in prominence during 
this time. The “Father of Gospel Music” Thomas Dorsey brought hundreds of new 
gospel songs from the Southern Pentecostal Church to the public by blending the sound 
with urban style.. Mahalia Jackson the “Queen of Gospel Music” made many of these 
songs mainstream when she arrived to Chicago in 1927. The Blues were catching 
everyone in Detroit, St. Louis and Kansas City too. The Midwest fostered a flourishing 
music scene. Many local labels were started in Detroit, drawing in major outside acts. 

“Depression Era” Midwestern Pianist, Singer and Actor Liberace of West Allis, 
Wisconsin also became worldwide famous, and one of the world’s highest paid 
entertainer from the 1950s-1970s. The son of a Working Class Catholic Italian-Polish 
family, he gained the support of the people and maintained it all the way through 
stardom. He had a flamboyant style, was known for wearing extravagant colors, 
designs, furs and capes, and was often attacked for being a Weirdo and “Homosexual”. 
He made inaccessible music accessible to the public through humor, as becoming a 
“Serious Musician” was impossible under the local conditions. 

“If Liberace did not exist, there would likely have been no Little Richard, no Elton John, 
no Freddie Mercury, no David Bowie, no David Lee Roth, no Bryan Ferry, no Roger 
Daltrey, no James Brown, no Sylvester Stewart, no Mick Jagger, no Michael Jackson, 
no Boy George, and no Prince (or at least not in the way we have come to know them 
as).” 

The “Great Flood of 1951” caused $8.5 billion in damage to Kansas and Missouri, 
evacuations, casualties, and the loss of over 100,000 acres of flooded land. 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower is our only President of significant German ancestry 
(Pennsylvania Dutch). Raised in Kansas, his family was obviously a victim of 
Anglicization, as his original name was Eisenhauer. The man earned his stripes. 
Eisenhower the Five-Star General first commanded in Europe. Then he returned from 
the war and campaigned in 1953 to stick it Corruption, Communism and Korea. 
Eisenhower won, faced off against McCarthy in Wisconsin, and continued to revile him 
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until ending McCarthy’s career in 1954. Joe McCarthy suffered from Alcoholism, which 
lead to his death following Eisenhower’s intervention. 

Eisenhower authorized NASA, desegregated the Armed Services, furthered “New Deal” 
and Social Security policy, the Interstate Highway System, lead us out of the “Cold War” 
with the Soviet Union, and opposed the French, British and Israeli invasion of Egypt. 
Eisenhower was loved by many. Even his troops were respected by Nazi soldiers. They 
even fought alongside each other, but that story rarely gets told for some reason. 
Eisenhower later worked as the first President of the North Atlantic Trade Organization 
(NATO) and at Columbia University. He was the first American President to be limited to 
2 terms under the 22nd Amendment, and is now considered to be one of the Greatest 
Presidents in U.S. history, serving until 1961. President Eisenhower proposed to make 
Washington a model for the rest of the country in integrating public schools. He pitched 
to Congress the “Civil Rights Act of 1957” and of 1960, and signed those acts into law. 
The 1957 Act established, for the first time, a permanent Civil Rights Office in the 
Justice Department and a Civil Rights Commission – to hear testimony about abuses of 
Voting Rights. Although both acts were much weaker than subsequent civil rights 
legislation, they constituted the first significant Civil Rights Acts since 1875. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower served as President until 1961, and is considered to be on of the Greatest 
U.S. Presidents of all time. 

In June of 1957, in Cleveland, Ohio, the Evangelical, Reformed and Congregational 
Christian Church joined together as the United Church of Christ (UCC). The new church 
embodied “a complement of freedom with order, of the English and European 
Reformations with the American Awakenings, of separatism with 20th-century 
ecumenism, of presbyterian with congregational polities, of neo orthodoxy with liberal 
theologies”, and welcomed people of Native American, Latin American, European, 
African, Asian and Pacific descent to join. The United Church of Christ has since 
become widespread in the Midwest. 

At the top of the school year in September 1957, the state of Arkansas refused to honor 
a Federal Court Order to integrate their public school system stemming from the Brown 
v. Board decision. Eisenhower demanded that Arkansas governor obey the court order. 
When he didn’t, the president placed the Arkansas National Guard under federal control 
and sent in the “Screaming Eagles” 101st Airborne Division of Wisconsin. The unit 
escorted and protected 9 Black students' entry to Little Rock Central High School, an 
“All-White” public school, for the first time since the “Reconstruction Era”. Reverend and 
Civil Rights Leader Martin Luther King Jr. wrote to Eisenhower to thank him for his 
actions, writing "The overwhelming majority of southerners, Negro and white, stand 
firmly behind your resolute action to restore law and order in Little Rock". One of my 
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favorite people ever right der. On a hot summer evening in 1958, a group of Black 
students in Wichita, KS, quietly entered Dockum Drug Store and sat down at the 
“Whites-Only” lunch counter. This was the beginning of the first sustained, successful 
student sit-in of the modern Civil Rights Movement. “Dissent in Wichita” was instigated 
in violation of the national NAACP's instructions. Martin Luther King Jr. and the United 
Church of Christ worked together to win a Federal case deeming radio airwaves Public 
Property in 1959. 

Construction began in 1959 at the University of Wisconsin - Madison for the world’s first 
Biotron – a controlled environment lab. 

Governor and Senator Gaylord Nelson took over for Wisconsin from the 1960s-1980s. 
He championed new age “Environmentalism” and founded “Earth Day”. 

Dena Smith was elected Wisconsin State Treasurer in 1960, becoming the first woman 
to be elected to a major state office. 

The Christian Unitarian Universalists were founded in 1961. Madison currently has the 
3rd highest population. Wisconsin’s capital city also hosts all the previously mentioned 
Christian Churches, a Buddhist temple, Hindu temple, three Mosques, five Synagogues, 
a Bahá’í Community Center, Quaker Meeting House and Masonic Temple. The Muslim 
population of Madison is now in the thousands, and the community now looks to build a 
spectacular new million dollar Mosque. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin’s Vel Phillips introduced “Open Housing” legislation in 1962. As a 
Black woman, she offered a critical voice, and went on to work heavily with the NAACP, 
as a judge and in other Wisconsin government offices. 

Sterling North of Edgerton, WI published a tale about his childhood called Rascal in 
1963. 

Wisconsin became the first state to outlaw job discrimination on the basis of Disability in 
1965. 

Established in 1966, the UW-Madison Institute for Research on Poverty has informed 
federal and state policies affecting the poor. The think tank has kept close watch on the 
well being of Low-Income families and children and today leads the way in evaluating 
the effects of welfare reform. Also in 1966, Wisconsin created America’s first “Bikeway” 
from Kenosha to La Crosse. 

James Groppi, an Italian immigrant to Milwaukee, went to seminary in the seminary in 
the 1950s and became a Catholic Priest and civil rights leader 10 years later. He 
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worked with people of all colors. Groppi became interested in – and active in – the 
cause of Civil Rights for the Black community, participating in the 1963 “March on 
Washington” and the “Selma to Montgomery” marches in 1965 on behalf of the “Voting 
Rights Act”. He also participated in the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) voter registration project in the South, led by Martin Luther King, Jr. during the 
Summer of ‘65. Later that year, Groppi returned to Milwaukee, becoming the advisor to 
the Milwaukee chapter of the NAACP’s Youth Council, organizing protests against the 
segregation of Milwaukee public schools. Groppi organized a group known as the 
Milwaukee Commandos to protect marchers during “Freedom Marches”. He also 
attacked the unfair hold of the aristocratic Fraternal Order of Eagles organization 
(Seattle, WA) that was holding many city positions. As a solely White anti-Communist 
group, the Eagles was not at all a good fit for Milwaukee. Groppi lead the “March on 
Milwaukee” in 1967, when the Milwaukee Youth Council and NAACP gathered 8,000 to 
march from North (Black) to South (Eastern European) Milwaukee. They were met at 
the bridge, remained non-violent and vocal, and continued to march nightly. 

Still at this point in our history, many Black Greats, including Malcolm X, were gravely 
mistreated due to nuanced frontier and inner city racism sent down from above. Much of 
this came from the Black Legion gang. His family had to run from Nebraska to Michigan 
at a young age, and all over the Midwest to escape violent White Supremacist gangs 
that came up from the South. Crazy shit. 

The "Black Crusaders" (might have) came together at this time too. According to several 
sources, the covert operation rose with the Black Panthers in the Midwest along the 
same violent lines, only with more resolute goals. In order to “protect their own 
community”, it was deemed necessary to sever all ties with “Whites”, harass policemen, 
and arm one’s self to prevent “White People” of any intention from entering “Black 
Communities”. The media (English and Jewish) used the more negative separatist 
aspects of these groups to further attribute violence to Black people – to the masses. 

The “Illinois Chapter” of the Black Panther Party took shape in 1968 Chicago. Initially, 
the anti-Racism, anti-Capitalism, anti-Police Brutality based group formed to fight 
injustice. Some criticized the violent rhetoric of the Militant Pan-African Separatist 
movement, but it was the overall state of the union contributed to the voice of the people 
that pushed through the Civil Rights Act of 1968, and the Black Panthers were loud. The 
NAACP and GI Forum played integral parts in the legislation. Martin Luther King Jr. 
advocated for peaceful protesting, the unification of labor and progressive Christian 
values. He was a critical part of getting shit done in this era, and after his Freedom 
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Rides in the South, he came up north to fight for Fair Housing in Chicago in 1966, 
calling it the “Chicago Freedom Movement”. 

The Jewish Community gained immense power in finance, publishing and media during 
the 1960s. The marginalized population had to keep a low key profile globally 
throughout “World War II” as Nazi Germans were viciously hunting them down in 
Europe, torturing, overworking and starving the innocent people. We had several Jewish 
Holocaust survivors come and speak to us throughout my public schooling, so I’ve 
heard the brutal first hand accounts. The American Mass Media of the time covered up 
the atrocities of “The Holocaust”, pushing the Jewish community to join the Civil Rights 
Movement following the war. That was until Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. came across an 
abundance of Jewish landlords during his fight for Fair Housing for the Black 
community. The Jewish Property Owners were purposely running the buildings into the 
ground, doing little if anything to keep them maintained. The small Jewish minority 
population also proved to benefit on an exponentially disproportionate level from 
Affirmative Action – even though they voted against the policy in first place. Tensions 
rose between the Black and Jewish communities, but little violence, and both groups 
would continue to vote True Blue Democratic through to today. 

A team of Scientists and Surgeons at University of Wisconsin - Madison performed the 
first successful Bone Marrow Transplant in 1968. 

The Youth International Party “Yippies”, although still firmly founded in Counterculture, 
operated out of New York, Vancouver, Milwaukee, Los Angeles, Columbus, Chicago 
and Madison, and were more academic. They protested and partially incited the riot at 
the 1968 DNC in Chicago.  

Dana Beal of Ohio worked out of Wisconsin, Nebraska and Illinois. 

The first “Midwest Marijuana Harvest Festival” took place as a smoke-in “Vietnam War 
Protest” on Library Mall in Madison in 1971. The fest has continued to grow, as weed 
has been Decriminalized, and pitched many times for Medicinal Use. Of course, folks in 
Madison have known its importance for a while. So have farmers. Also on the agenda : 
Hemp. Wisconsin was America’s #1 Hemp producer and Waupun “America’s Hemp 
King” before the 1960s. The plant is related to Marijuana, and contains THC, but most 
variants are not smokable, but can be used as a strong fiber for textiles, biodegradable 
plastic or source of biofuel. Really, the only people whining about “Potheads”, “Hippies” 
and “Gateways Drugs” are the overprivileged and outdated Catholics, which includes 
our governor, who sees Marijuana out of place among our other two most common 
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home grown drugs: Alcohol (Corn, Hops, Wheat, Barley and Rye) and Tobacco. You 
can eat raw Grapes but Wisconsin makes wine from those too. It’s silly. 

Protesters assembled for what would be the original “Mifflin Street Block Party” in 1969 
to protest the “Vietnam War”. Now, it’s more of an end of the year party than anything 
else, a break for students before final exams. Some think the party is worth the cost, 
others think that the event has lost its meaning over time. I can see wanting to make it 
more politically relevant, or trying to incorporate it as a music festival for local artists, but 
I don’t think shutting it down sends any different message than the “Volstead Act”. 
During the "Vietnam War Protests", ensuing riots, and “Sterling Hall Bombing” in 
Madison, the message was different, but now we need to redirect that passion. Not just 
for partying but for partying and education of some enjoyable kind. According to those 
who were on the ground back in the day, the story usually goes something like this 
among Oldheads: 

“I don’t think there will ever be something like that again — it was like there was a war in 
Madison, Wisconsin. There was such passion and belief and what people were standing 
up for as students.” 

People of all colors had fought and worked gloriously side by side, and during the 
“Industrialization” of the country, when America gave way to many new opportunities for 
all people after the war was over. But during the "Vietnam War" (1955-1975), when 
people were not as passionate about going to fight in Vietnam, and when a 
disproportionate amount of Southerners were promoted to Officers over Northerners, 
the result was an Extremist “Fragging” phenomenon, where less supportive, lower 
ranked soldiers, who were also more likely to be Black (hundreds of thousands served) 
or Native American (more than 42,000 served), would toss grenades at their superiors 
for their overcommitment to violence, racism, entitlement, Xenophobia and all that is 
Dixie South culture. 

The Progressive Isolationist Scandinavians and Germans of the Midwest were 
protecting the country from what was about to happen on the homefront. They opposed 
the Episcopalian-Jewish Arizona Senator Barry Goldwater almost as much as 
quasi-Elitist Quaker Herbert Hoover when he was handed the “Great Depression”. 
Hoover and Goldwater were friends actually, and if it wasn't for John Byrnes of 
Wisconsin, Goldwater would've walked right into office in 1964. Goldwater employed a 
trick where he vocally opposed the Baptist Nelson Rockefeller and the Republican Elite 
of New England, and their stances on “Abortion” and “Gay Rights”, but dodged Civil 
Rights policy for all. He supported Fiscal Conservatism and militant anti-Communism, 
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which would become the modern Libertarian platform. Byrnes squashed Goldwater in a 
debate and received 99% of the Wisconsin vote. 

In 1968, four years after their first attempt, Richard Nixon teamed up with Barry 
Goldwater, Lee Atwater and Kevin Phillips to enact their master plan for Libertarian 
“Top-down Politics” or what I’ll call White Supremacy 2.0. The Aristocrats returned with 
a new and improved "Southern Strategy" to capture all the Old Money in Florida, Texas, 
California and Chicago, as well as the Racist Southerners all in one. The architect of the 
plan itself is one of the most deplorable enterprisers in America's history, although he’d 
say he was just doing his job. It was political analyst Kevin Phillips of Bronx, New York 
who provided the spark for calculated Gerrymandering and race-based White Majority 
demographics that would prevail throughout the ‘60s and up to the present. He made a 
lot of eye opening observations, but also tied in an extremely Racist agenda. He got a 
pass. 

He famously said in 1970, regarding "Negroes and the G.O.P" : 

"From now on, the Republicans are never going to get more than 10 to 20 percent of the 
Negro vote and they don't need any more than that, but Republicans would be 
shortsighted if they weakened enforcement of the Voting Rights Act. The more Negroes 
who register as Democrats in the South, the sooner the Negrophobe whites will quit the 
Democrats and become Republicans. That's where the votes are. Without that prodding 
from the blacks, the whites will backslide into their old comfortable arrangement with the 
local Democrats." 

On "Conservatives" : 

“I wish we could drop into the Potomac all those obsolescent conservatives who are still 
preoccupied with Alger Hiss and General MacArthur, and those who keep trotting out 
laissez faire economics and other dead horses. They make the Republican party look 
musty to millions of ignored working-class people who are looking for a party that fits 
their needs.” 

On "Liberals": 

"Liberalism has turned away from the common people and become institutionalized into 
an establishment. Its spokesmen are driven around in limousines and supported by rich 
foundations, the television networks and publishing houses, the knowledge industry, the 
billion-dollar universities and the urban consulting firms which profiteer from poverty. 
Liberalism is dominant only in the Northeast, which is always the last bastion of a dying 
order of privilege. The Northeast resists the Populist surge of our day just as it fought 
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the revolution of Jefferson, Jackson, Bryan and Roosevelt. The states that Hoover 
carried in 1968 were roughly the states that Hoover carried in 1932.” 

And "Republican Party of the Northeast" : 

"It's run by Yankee silk stockings like Josiah Spalding, who send their kids 2,000 miles 
to look for poverty in Mississippi but won't travel one subway stop to help poor whites 
working for $1,800 a year. As long as they are in charge, the Republican Party won't do 
well there. But the upper crust is graduating leaving us to become Democrats. The 
Republicans are getting thousands of Irish and Italian working-class switchovers and 
the Democrats are getting Chub Peabody." 

They further bastardized the Republican Party, when things took another for the worst in 
the in 1970s. The Counterculture “Hippie” Democrats on the coasts put the lives of the 
oblivious Hippies directly ahead of the Working Class and Minority populations. All the 
ridiculous and lavish partying, new age diet, health, lifestyle and “Self Realization” 
marketing… it sounds a lot like today. This was after just having won critical battles in 
Civil Rights as well, as we just have. Yes, “It” is cyclical. It is a sequence of us suffering, 
fighting, and eventually getting their approval that we’ve been suffering and fighting. 
That can be called some good ole fashion “American Exceptionalism”. Our Racist 
government and media supported the "Live and Let Live" and "Sexual Revolution" 
rhetoric from the movement, but accepted the related violence, slamming the breaks on 
Civil Rights. They permitted and even glorified the White Weekend Warrior Activists in 
California, when soldiers and minority populations would’ve simply been shot and killed 
for doing the exact same things. Military service has always been greeted with respect 
in the Midwest, even though large portion of the population has always vehemently 
opposed going to war. Service wasn't always voluntary, but was also seen as a way to 
learn commitment and discipline, pay for college, travel and find work. I love the Rock 
and Funk music, and fashion of the era but man those fucking Hippies were so 
goddamn basic. We were just coming out of Jim Crow laws and these new wave coastal 
liberals already found a way to celebrate writing racism in the fine print. 

Scientific breakthroughs continued in Wisconsin. In 1970, UW-Madison molecular 
biologist Har Gobind Khorana made the world’s first synthetic gene, demonstrating 
science’s ability to manipulate the chemical components of life. At the time, the 
accomplishment was likened to the splitting of the atom and built on Khorana’s earlier 
work synthesizing DNA, for which he won the 1968 Nobel Prize In Medicine. 
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Reverend William R. Johnson of the United Church of Christ was ordained the first 
openly Gay Minister of a Historic Protestant Denomination in 1972. The following year, 
the church raised $1 million to post bail for “The Wilmington Ten” in North Carolina.  

Gary Gygax and Dave Arneson invented the super nerdy and outrageously popular 
Dungeons & Dragons role-playing-game in Lake Geneva, WI in 1974. The Midwest is 
also credited for the inventions of Autopilot, Aluminum Extraction, the Self-Starting 
Ignition, Barbed Wire, Breakfast Cereal, the Cash Register, Ferris Wheel, Fishing Lure, 
Glass Canning Jars, Gatling Gun, Greeting Cards, Kitty Litter, Kleenex, Lincoln Logs, 
the Mechanical Reaper, Computer Microchip, Modern Golf Ball, Peanut Products, 
Post-it Notes, the Phonograph, Qwerty Keyboard, Scotch Tape, Stabilizing Gyroscope, 
Stainless Steel, Strobe Light, Wire Coat Hangers and the Zipper. 

Seymour Cray, a native of Chippewa Falls, WI, powered up America’s first 
Supercomputer in in 1975, and installed the Cray-1 a year later. 

During the "Great Storm of 1975", an outbreak of 192 Southern tornadoes in January 
lead to 3 feet of snow, 50-90mph winds and destructive ice sheets in the Midwest, killing 
100,000 farm animals and 85 people, and collapsing a broadcast tower over the course 
of several days. 

Daughters of the Earth (DOE) of Madison and Milwaukee founded the rural, free spirited 
agricultural co-op in 1976 for “Womyn” and “Children”. 

Wisconsin’s Shirley S. Abrahamson was the first woman to be appointed to the 
Supreme Court in 1976. 

Reverend Joseph H. Evans of UCC became the first Black Minister of an Integrated 
Mainline American Church in 1976. 

WisCon, the world’s first and leading feminist science fiction convention and 
conference, was held in Madison, Wisconsin in February 1977. 

Lawrence Landweber of the University of Wisconsin - Madison laid the foundation for 
what we know as the “Internet” today with the 1977 networking project TheoryNet. Then 
in 1981, he proposed the creation of the Computer Science Network (CSNET), to link 
university computer science programs that weren’t part of Arpanet, a U.S. Defense 
Department network. In just three short years, CSNET already linked 180 universities 
globally, serving as the predecessor to NSFnet (the National Science Foundation 
network), which became the primary infrastructure for a larger “Internet.” 
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Henry Reuss of Milwaukee left the Republican Party in 1950 because of Joe McCarthy. 
Reuss emerged as a leader on the Democratic side following the “Watergate Scandal” 
and introduced the “Community Reinvestment Act” (Section 8) in 1977 as a program to 
further combat redlining in Low-Income Inner City neighborhoods. Black Americans 
were still being treated unfairly in the housing market and this was a way to curb that 
bias with federal credit.  

Then came the “Great Blizzard of 1978”, when the Midwest got rocked by over 3 feet of 
Snow and 50-80 mph Winds with a 40-50 below Windchill that turned into 10-30 foot 
Snowdrifts over a course of 5 days. The states of Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, 
Ohio and Wisconsin were hit hard. At least 51 people were killed by the storm in 
Wisconsin. 

The Culture continued to grow. Folk music was far and wide in Wisconsin. 

Of course, Rock was popular as well. The Alpine Valley Music Theatre was built in 1977 
in East Troy, WI as a venue between Madison, Milwaukee and Chicago. Boz Scaggs of 
future Steve Miller Band kicked it off. Since, the 37,000 capacity venue has hosted 
Pearl Jam at least 5 times, Korn’s “Family Values Tour”, “Furthur Festival”, “H.O.R.D.E. 
Festival”, “Monsters of Rock Festival”, “Ozzfest”, “Projekt Revolution”, “Tibetan Freedom 
Concert” and “World Series of Rock Festival”. Wisconsin helped found Chicago’s 
“Lollapalooza” with this widely known “Alternative Rock” venue as well. 

Black Music continued to grow during the times of “Chicago Soul”, when artists 
including The Impressions, Sam Cooke, Curtis Mayfield and Lou Rawls, and in 
“Motown” Detroit, The Miracles, The Supremes, The Jackson 5, Michael Jackson the 
“King of Pop” and Janet Jackson (of Gary, Indiana), The Parliament (George Clinton the 
“King of Funk”) and Stevie Wonder all prospered out of Midwestern Integrated Record 
Labels In the late ‘60s and in the ‘70s. Chicago’s Chaka Khan grew to international 
prominence in the ‘70s as the “Queen of Funk”. Prince of Minnesota rose to stardom 
and made major waves with his loud and eclectic Funk-R&B-Psychedelic-Rock-Pop 
sound. Clyde Stubblefield, the legendary and heavily-sampled drummer, who often 
played with the James Brown Band, moved to Madison, WI in 1971, and continued to 
create, putting on shows and collaborating with many other local artists in town. The 
soulful Al Jarreau of Milwaukee took off as a singer and Jazz musician. 

The third Wisconsin Wilder (all unrelated directly) rose as an actor in this era of 
entertainment. Gene Wilder came up in a Russian Jewish family in Milwaukee, making 
him yet another underappreciated Wisconsin Legend. Gene Wilder starred in landmark 
films including Bonnie and Clyde, Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory, Young 
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Frankenstein and Stir Crazy. The artist was as weird as it got and internationally 
renowned as a character. “I’m an actor, not a clown,” he said.  

Black female novelist Toni Morrison of Ohio rose to prominence in the 1970s. She 
became known for her epic stories told in great detail. Her voice shows culture and 
independence. Morrison also gave one of the best responses I've ever heard to her 
reluctance to align with the modern feminist movement. “I don't subscribe to patriarchy, 
and I don't think it should be substituted with matriarchy,” she said, but of course, a 
Black Woman from Ohio doesn’t quite capture attention like the batshit crazy ideas 
coming from Coastie Feminism today. 

Malcolm X did some time in prison and adopted the Nation of Islam, using religion and 
ethnicity to unite Black folks across the country. Mr. X used that fire to contribute to the 
rise of Pan-Africanism and a vocalized call for the separation of the Black from “White” 
by violent force. He was a strong but harmfully damaged leader. I have no problem with 
extremist change but his way was not the right way, and still isn’t. The shift of racial 
policy in this era also led to the "Charity Case" rhetoric and even some members of the 
Black community throwing shade at Black Men who affiliate with corporate enterprises, 
calling them “House Negroes” or “Uncle Toms” in the ‘70s, referring to Racial Roles in 
the times of slavery. Malcolm X used racial rhetoric to ignite racial exclusion, switching 
the NOI to a polarized state of mind. He had the African-American community thinking 
that climbing the American corporate ladder – as a Black man with pride and integrity – 
was literally impossible. Of course, it was and still is difficult, but we can now also see 
that many of America’s wealthiest people are Black, as was our last President. That 
being said, Black or “White”, those that share a similar socioeconomic status, tend to 
gravitate towards a particular mindset. 

The man Malcolm X went through a lot. His words were powerful, and his rhetoric 
strengthened cultural ties for the Black community during times of trial, but he also 
created a lot of unnecessary and unwarranted tension within our country’s communities. 
I still hear a ton of this confusion today from Black folks (and multi-colored Working 
Class) in the form of Extremist New and Old Religion, Illuminati Conspiracy Theories, 
Racism, Aliens, Xenophobia, Islamophobia, Homophobia, Red Scare, Nativism, 
Misogyny and Violence. The pride is right, that’s fantastic, but not the hate. To think that 
“All” of one shade of human being is one particular way, or “All” people of a different 
culture or viewpoint do this, or “All” Women do something, or “All” Gay people are that… 
is childish. I'm definitely not saying we need to get all weak and soft. Competition should 
be welcome in Capitalism, if that’s what we’re staying with, and passion is great, as long 
as it’s directed in a calculated way. The Racial Cliquing should not be welcome – ever. 
We need to inform all misguided people with words and actions, patience and 
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invitations, and decisiveness. We don't have to hang out with anyone we don't want to 
but we do need to redevelop the desire to know the most we can, about those around 
us, if we want to claim that we're "Educated" and “Informed” and “Stay Up On Current 
Events”. Education is inside and outside the classroom. I know a lot of morons with 
“Master's Degrees”. And while “The Internet” is fantastic, technology is also used as an 
excuse to avoid attaining knowledge. Large Metropolitan areas function in a similar way. 
Access to knowledge (or power) is not the same as intelligence. It is convenience. 
Laziness. Learn the difference between what is convenient and difficult, and what is fact 
and hypothetical, and you'll find that learning leads to inclusion – not exclusion. I’ve 
never met a macro-educated individual that makes a point to only hang around one hue 
of human being (a part of groups that rarely have a difference of opinion). 

The incarceration rate and felony charges put on the Black and Latino population has 
since been much higher thanks to the “War on Drugs” in the ‘70s and ‘80s. Lee Atwater 
of South Carolina further agitated the problem, justifying the movement by tying Hippies 
with Marijuana and Black folks with Heroin. Then came the policy to punish Crack 
possession over powder Cocaine, and the police had all they needed to arrest whoever 
they wanted, whenever they wanted. Coasties inspired the carefree wave and rode it 
right over the crash that we felt in the Working World. 

A big cause for a lot of the violence is still the legality of certain drugs. We need to 
legalize Marijuana ASAP. California got this one right, and they will Monopolize it if 
possible. There are still Government Officials calling it “Pot”, and some old people still 
using the term “Libtard” to combat people who support the Legalization of Marijuana. 
Those same outdated voices still think that all Republicans are Racist and all 
Democrats are Lazy. That shit is embarrassing. It ain’t 1970. It ain’t 1990. In Science, 
we know that Weed is not only fine, but awesome, and that we need to legalize it now. 
Not only for its economic and medical purposes, but also for the safety of our 
communities and its recreational use. Marijuana is one of the safest recreational drugs 
out there, next to, in moderation and not combined with, Caffeine, Alcohol and Tobacco.  

Pills are a complicated issue but I do know we need more transparency as to what 
composes them. This would cut down on harmful additives in Recreational Pills as well, 
which is definitely a victory. With all of this, I don’t see Heroin, Meth or Rock – all 
destructive – being as widespread or causing as much collateral damage by way of the 
illegal drug trade. I can’t count how many people, that I knew personally, that have died 
from these drugs, from the serious abuse of other drugs, and from drug-related 
violence. I don’t think those 3 particular drugs are positive for anyone, and I think most 
people can agree on that, and I also know as a Recovered Addict that replacing the 
drug with something “Less Severe” is the easiest way to cut back and stop using 
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altogether. Think of it like Prohibition. Let’s put an end to American Prohibition. The 
Natives brought the Tobacco, the Germans brought the Beer, the Irish the Whiskey, the 
Mexicans the Weed, and anything else, well that’s on you brother. Our education on all 
aspects of these drugs, drug use, drug culture, and addiction, should be under way at 
the top of Middle School – at the latest. Kids are around drugs before 10 years old in the 
Midwest. 

If ya still don't know, doing drugs ultimately takes an action on the part of the user and 
dealer. Since Americans have been proven to use drugs at the same rate, regardless of 
color, these numbers should be about even if this was truly the goal of the policy. It ain't 
even close, though. Our government has historically targeted Black and Brown people 
at a rate inexplicable by chance. Our Racist national agenda compounds every problem 
we come across. Police brutality is bad in general, as more "White" people than Black 
people are actually shot dead by the police, but you're much more likely to be a target 
the Browner you are. Death is not positive, even if the person did something wrong. It 
takes nothing at all for a Black man to get shot by the police, though. It’s fucking sad. I 
can’t imagine being Black and trying to legally carry a gun around. How long do I last 
before someone calls the police or loses their shit about it? 

The non-violent #BlackLivesMatter campaign started a few years ago to draw attention 
to shootings involving the deaths of Black people, and has picked up steam with every 
new tragic shooting. Police have killed many unarmed “White” folks lately but those 
stories are getting much less publicity from the Coasties. This is largely a reason for the 
non-violent #AllLivesMatter movement. Also, supporters of law enforcement have 
created the non-violent #BlueLivesMatter to draw light to the dangers of police work. All 
three have similar ideas but all three conflict due to the racial rhetoric. It seems to be the 
working class hands-on people that throw the most overt racial shade online, and since 
it’s so permanent and exploitable, whether they’re “Pulling the Race Card” or “White 
Privilege”, or placing the blame on “Reverse Racism” or “Double Standards” – it’s all 
stemming from the same place and being perpetuated by the same people. Only, those 
people have been confused with other people. The violence, harmful drugs, lack of 
opportunity and crushing poverty in Wisconsin and the Midwest is undeniable. A lot of 
the hate perpetuated by the Coasties is confusing to us, but also the most readily 
available, so we accept it – considering the current conditions of the area and equating 
their wealth and reach to “Successful”. This is another big reason for the violence in our 
cities.  

There are excellent cops in this country. We need to accept that as reality. To think that 
all cops are Racist and corrupt like they were/most are in New York, Los Angeles, 
Training Day, The Departed and Straight Outta Compton is just simply some childish 
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ass shit. Look at Ice Cube now. Mr. “Fuck tha Police” is a cop in pretty much every other 
movie he’s in. He does it to show that Black Men can be in that role, but that still doesn’t 
get anywhere close to the attention as NWA’s 1988 “Fuck Tha Police” record. I love the 
song. I love music, especially politically charged music. I also have an animosity 
towards the opps that most of America will never understand but I still know there are 
good cops out there. As a matter of fact, one of my boys that I grew up with became a 
Policeman. He’s one of the best human beings I know. I trust him in that position. He 
also happens to be Native. As far as I'm concerned, a person should not be 
discriminated against for their color just as much as occupation – provided the 
occupation is widely accepted as having a positive or neutral presence by the 
community they do business out of. People can and should be discriminated against for 
wrongful actions, as much as progress. If you stole something from one of your 
neighbors, you should to have your lifestyle restricted to work, in my opinion, and you 
can, for instance, give back to those you’ve wronged in that way. Or we can leave it up 
to a community group of some kind, but jail is not working either, like the Federal Law. I 
say this because I've had countless positive, platonic and symbiotic experiences with 
people of a wide range of shades and trades. We learn from mistakes. Look at history. 
Law Enforcement is fed by a Big Government Institution, and yes, I’ve personally seen 
those depths, but there are countless policemen out there that care deeply for the 
communities they serve. We need to foster these relationships, not glorify the 
exceptional assholes. A lot of these people put their lives on the line. Some are lazy, 
just like in any other occupation. These are working people though, and are often held 
to a Federally-influenced, but localized standard. Cops in Midwestern cities have to 
learn to deal with extremely violent urban behavior, and often so do the Highway Patrol 
Officers, but they’re still being told what to do by Washington to a certain extent. Like 
the Law, and like Jail, we need Police to be communal as possible – to build cohesion 
and not separation. 

Black Street Gangs garnered huge numbers in the late 1960s for many reasons, but the 
main reason was to help unify the compartmentalized Pan-African community during the 
American Civil Rights Movement. Some groups were non-violent. Some were not. The 
groups grew until the 1980s. At that time, the Bloods and Crips held huge 
socioeconomic power on the coast, and the Folks Nation and People Nation were 
becoming major forces in the Great Lakes. For the Folks and People, it ain't a fashion 
show, to rep on a song, for a dance or a sing off  – it's to literally rob and kill the 
competition and opposition. If they say they’ve done it, they’ve definitely done it. 
Members are often a sad story of a young man losing his family or friends, never having 
them to begin with, or trying, futilely, to secure work in Corporate America that pays 
enough to live off of. Generally, Black Gangsters live a life of Anarchy because they 
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have to, not because it’s the cool thing to do. Gangs were nothing new to the Midwest at 
this point. The area has always been our nation’s most violent political battleground, 
producing a never-ending river of bloodshed and tears down the Mississippi to 
Louisiana country. The colors just change over time. 

Most Midwest Gangsters are extremely violent and unpredictable. Some appear to be 
super chill. Ya might not ever know what they do when you’re not around em. Some are 
that smooth. Who these gangs are “against”, that depends. Some members proudly 
proclaim themselves “savages” or “killers” and glorify murder, abuse, racism and drugs. 
I’ve literally been asked “What’s your body count?” This means: “How many people 
have you murdered?” It is not a game. Others are Jackers or Opportunists. Some just 
sell Weed and throw Parties. Aggressive Racial Rhetoric prevails over anything in Gang 
Politics though, so that’s always the fallback. And while a polarized extremist voice 
always speaks to a lack of opportunities for a marginalized people, this misguided hate 
deflates any Street Gang’s logical progressive purpose. Scattered and sometimes 
completely random “Gang Initiations” by these Organized Crime Syndicates directly 
harm uninvolved people from surrounding areas, drawing a public concern for safety. 
The “Worst Cities To Be Black” are all working class Midwest cities and towns, which 
are now majority Black and Latino. 

But pay attention now. Actual gangsters – actual active thugs – are a huge minority in 
every American city. There are over 30 locally based gangs and around 4,000 members 
in Madison, WI. “That’s like, a lot for a College Town”, as the Coasties would say. 
Actually, that’s like a lot for anywhere in America. But even if all of these people are 
Black and Latino, that’s only around 12% of the Black and Latino community of the city 
proper, which probably makes that an overestimate. Most marginalized communities are 
proud people, and unfortunately that pride sometimes transfers over to toxic idols – like 
it also has for the fans of Nazi Adolf Hitler, Al Capone of the Outfit, and “El Chapo” 
Guzmán from the Sinaloa Cartel. These are not Heroes of Humankind but they are 
Cultural Heroes. They are seeming successes for a community, but if you look at what 
they did/do for what they want, you’ll see that they are physically strong but emotionally 
and usually mentally weak cowards who exploit the common folk for extravagant 
materialistic desires. 

To the country folk, remember that “Thugs”, not the members of the Black or Mexican 
community that claim to be or glorify Thugs, are a small minority in the Midwest’s Urban 
Minority population. To the city folk, remember that “Rednecks”, not the members of the 
“White” Community that claim to be or glorify Rednecks, are a small minority of the 
Midwest countryside. Midwestern farmers are a mix of people that have historically 
battled over the use of drugs and violence. First, it was the Algonquin and French vs. 
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Iroquois and British. After the Germans arrived, the Lutherans wanted peace and 
Catholics war. When the Scandinavians arrived, they disapproved of violence and 
alcohol, so they faced all Germans. Yankee Protestants and Catholics involved 
themselves and started the wars. Alcohol eventually won out, but all country folk were 
marginalized, and see little logic, especially now, for erratic gun use from a mentally 
capable person, regardless of who that person is. It's hard for a working class 
community rooted in ethnic beliefs to think past such things – especially when their 
biggest connection to the outside world comes from elitist mass media showing a 
disparate account of negative cases. Old Aristocrats and Property Owners influence 
and buy the allegiance of local business, and use parabolic speak and slight handed 
tricks to trick us into thinking we’re like them in x amount of ways. Combined with the 
Government-funded efforts to demonize Working, Foreign, Minority, Black, Native, 
German, Communist, Socialist, Midwest, Urban and Rural populations, over time, with 
Coastie Propaganda, has resulted in an easy generalization of urban communities to 
minorities, crime and immorality, and rural communities to ignorance, when in actuality, 
it’s mostly the lack of Coastie support to the areas themselves – not who inhabits them. 
Walker’s Old Catholic Agenda, on top of everything else, is further complicating our 
issues in Wisconsin. 

Many modern African Immigrants are ashamed of the actions of African-American 
gangs, and I’ve heard several of them call Black American Culture “Embarrassing” to 
African culture. Of course, these newcomers understand “Americans” about as well as 
modern European Immigrants, but I do think that many Black folks have been confused 
by some past cultural figures – who have definitely had some incredible and 
eye-opening ideas – but also huge flaws in their logic and strong opposition from 
America’s diverse working class. Many city folk also celebrate Italian Gangs – another 
fountain of death masked by a strong voice and facade of street justice. I’ve done it, but 
now I know what is happening. Down the line, we’ll be shocked by our regressive 
politics… now. Black people should not be embarrassed, they should be proud for 
surviving such harsh conditions, but the bottom line is modern street gangs, regardless 
of color, do little more than poison and kill our own communities, just like White 
Supremacist Groups (Indiana Klan) did before, and still do to a certain extent (Aryan 
Brotherhood). 

History in mind, actual power on the street isn't tied as tightly to a particular color of 
human but to one's ability to control their destiny in and around that community. It's 
really just the Black and Latino Gangs left in the Midwest, but they’re more multicultural 
than ever before. Cities have become slightly more diverse in this generation, even if 
many of the new incomers are ignorant douchebags. The White Supremacist 
Organizations have all but been eliminated by overwhelming popular opinion and hold 
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almost no weight outside of prisons. Cities are much safer, but Street Gangs still hold 
major weight, and lots of guns. Today, gangs fight violence with violence, just like most 
other marginalized groups we’ve seen get a hold of guns for the first time over the 
course of American History. Guns help create a defense network, but also feed greed 
and dependence, serving as tools to both preserve one’s self and attack innocent 
people. As far as my views on guns, I think that Sane, Working Adults should be able to 
have them for protection or hunting. To think we can “Ban” Guns is silly. 

The Real Estate Industry is another one of the biggest reasons for why Racial Housing 
Segregation exists today. Richard Nixon of California initiated the “War on Drugs” era, 
employing Phillip’s New York-made racial categorization rubric – causing the Real 
Estate Industry to show properties based on a person’s name and physical appearance. 
Although it seemed harmless enough at the time, this is still common practice and there 
have been few attempts at reversing the devastating effects of “White Flight”. Many 
wanted to move to a more peaceful setting, but regardless of the reason, communities 
were ripped apart by this forced Migration from the Federal Government. How about we 
offer special tax breaks to high income earners, for living in the communities, or owning 
properties in the areas they serve or work in? The police used to require “Residency 
Laws” in the ‘70s, which has been tied to lower crime rates, and they went for a while, 
but years later, in response to the “1964 Economic Opportunity Act”, a Wisconsin 
professor said “the adoption of residency laws is in fact associated with unemployment, 
fiscal hardship, population loss, and Black political influence.” This was in the ‘80s. 
Since, “Tea Party” politicians including Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker have since 
destroyed all mention of the policy, and tied police and all other municipal employees in 
the same category. He and supporters of his politics say that it should be up to the 
person to decide where they live. One thing that’s undeniable though, is that these 
tactics weren’t organic and instead worked to divide housing based on the occupant’s 
color – not culture, socio-economic status or occupation. This obviously ripped cities 
apart, proving once again that we can't divide our people into racially-powered 
sovereign nations, expecting them to contribute, as a whole, to larger communities who 
are of different “Races”. 

For example, finding work is harder if there are less established business owners in the 
area of your “Race”. Work is supposed to be inclusive to everyone, but anyone who's 
ever had a job, knows there's discrimination in the workplace. You're expected to “suck 
it up” and “get a job” but there are less jobs to go around statistically. Can’t find one in 
your neighborhood, then you gotta find a job outside your area, which might transform 
you into the “White Girl” the “Black Guy”. Then, as an employee, you’re supposed to 
"have their back" in high-pressure situations, regardless of how you're treated by 
co-workers or management, and "take one for the team" when you're supposed to. Shit 
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is bound to hit the fan if one “Race” is upset with another “Race”. Modern Affirmative 
Action always causes animosity in the workplace. After the Civil Rights Movement, 
Minorities were given literal advantages over Majorities under the categories created by 
the Coasties. Work-minded cultures including the German, Polish, and Scandinavian 
Communities can overlook or pass over some of the exclusionary practices of 
management as long as they keep quiet, so they often do. One common phrase in the 
Midwest is "Keep Your Head Down". Basically, it’s a sequence of working extremely 
hard and putting up with your boss’s sometimes dumb and extraordinarily demeaning 
shit, and then repeating. The problem with forcing the “White” identifier on these people, 
is that it attributes them to the White-English-Jewish standard for Majority, even though 
they might not be from that, and probably aren’t in the Midwest, yet in Corporate 
Business, this identification gives you social power in the workplace over Minorities as a 
"White Person", creating a facade of unity between all all people with lighter skin 
complexion, regardless of background, ethnicity or socioeconomic status. Again, not 
good for anyone from the Working Class. 

This cycle is not the same for everyone. Mine is different. I’ve seen a lot in my 10+ 
years on the job. I’ve seen managers talk to Black employees like they’re a modern 
exhibition, and Mexicans, Natives, and women. Jokes are common in any workplace, so 
really anything goes in “Meetings” or the “Break Room”, but there is a lot that goes 
unnoticed behind closed doors or in the lone company of others, when deeper-seeded 
desires come out. “Do you know any handshakes?” or “Do you know where I can buy 
some weed?”. Or maybe the Boss will try to impress by Rapping, when it’s clear they’ve 
never rapped or known anyone in the Hip Hop community before. Old Bosses of mine 
have done that to me. They could’ve been trying to fit in or making fun of me. Doesn’t 
matter. This isn’t directly harmful to a Black Person either, for example, but it shows that 
the boss, or really whoever it is, expresses more interest in Black Culture than the Black 
Person, revealing that they think of them as a Foreign “Race” and not of another 
Ethnicity. This is a lot of the Suburban Culture, who assumes that they don’t have any 
sort of “White Privilege”, because they’ve never worked or associated with other 
Cultural groups before. Rural folks fall victim to this same mindset sometimes, because 
they haven't interacted with either other Ethnic or Racial groups before. Even if these 
people say they’re “Not Racist”, they might not understand that, sometimes, what 
they’re doing is out of place for normal interaction between two people. And it’s funny. 
It’s really fucking funny. But it’s also sad. Extremely sad. 

Of course, that attitude spills into Working Class Culture where it is often said that the 
"Playing Field Is Even". What many people, of lighter complexion, and especially of a 
mainline accent, tend to forget or cover up is that trust in the workplace is typically 
exchanged between those of more similar socioeconomic and phenotypical 
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backgrounds (for money or other desires). So in today's world, unless you're at least 
mixed, or female, made of talent or money, you'll most likely be considered an outsider 
to management, which is more often than not, on the larger scale, a Male with 
Capitalistic and Testosterone-driven desires of the Socioeconomic and/or Phenotypical 
High Society Majority of the area – who is often seen as “Good Looking” according to 
the English-American model of Beauty, has an unblemished face, full head of hair 
longer than 2 inches, no visible disabilities, history of drug use or criminal behavior. 
Less obvious contributing factors including the presence or use of dyed hair, wigs, 
colored contacts, plastic surgery, tattoos, piercings, makeup, politics, religion and 
sexual orientation. These are permitted if aligned close enough to company policy or 
hidden under long sleeves, a pantsuit or a comb over. The current path of least 
resistance is only available to a few, but those few still look close to the majority 
skintone of this country. That means less social inclusion, shitty jobs or even being the 
first to be fired for anyone that doesn’t do what the majority leader says. Ya know how 
Racist Government, Media and Hollywood does it, but Race has historically been the 
lowest common denominator in conflict when defined in American terms. You either 
concede and ally in the Workplace, under a flag other than your own, or become the 
loner. For example, think about how great Martin Luther King Jr., Will Smith, Serena 
Williams, Pac and Big had to be – how much they put up with – just to live. Black people 
have to navigate this social maze in everyday life no matter what, and that’s why they’re 
often seen as so “cool” for overcoming adversity, because Black and “White”, literally, is 
easy to understand, whereas a marginalized German, such as myself, is harder to point 
out and I’m treated like a peons more than an exhibition, more often considered less 
“cool” and more “hardworking”. Both are problematic trends, but either way, Corporate 
Culture has even turned into a Fiscal "Race War". Excuses have been given to 
everyone with a job. They teach in colleges that it’s in one's best interest to shut out all 
culture but whatever falls in line with the company itself. Some classes will teach you 
how to avoid marginalization with what I call “Power Moves”. All of this going down while 
the collective of people that compose firms are pitted against each other within and 
across communities in home life. Of course it’s easy to say that living where you want to 
and doing what you want to is a choice, but look at the people who usually say those 
things now: Coasties. 

Our problems also stem from faulty representation. Most of Wisconsin and the 
Midwest’s local representation comes from Chicago, or close-to-Chicago. The "North 
Shore" area of Chicagoland originally attracted German, Irish and Swedish residents for 
its private colleges Northwestern and Lake Forest. However, after the “Great Chicago 
Fire”, many more affluent Chicagoans started congregating there under the “North 
Shore Improvement Association”. Then the Chicago North Shore & Milwaukee Railroad 
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was built, Joseph Sears promoted it, and “White Flight” took its course. The area was 
barred to Black Chicagoans. Irish settled that side of town and formed Gangs. Now, 
Medium Income under 25 on the North Shore is over $40,000. Average household Net 
Worth is over $800,000. It’s a 3:1 White Collar to Blue Collar occupational makeup. 
Chicagoland has the world’s 3rd largest Jewish community – behind Warsaw and New 
York. Only 4% of the Chicagoland population, 80% of the area’s Jewish population lives 
in the North Shore suburbs. 

Over 24 major films and TV shows have been filmed in or based on the North Shore 
area since the ‘70s. Over 50 TV shows and 100 films have been based on Chicago 
proper, in addition to those about the North Shore. Since this time, many 
representations have arisen of Wisconsin due to its proximity to this area. However, 
very few of them have been produced, directed, written or acted out by Wisconsinites. 
Almost none of them. They foster a love-hate relationship for Wisconsin and the 
Midwest in Chicago and Hollywood. People – of all colors – in LA ask me shockingly 
simple questions, and say shit so far out of reality, that I’m embarrassed for em, mad, 
but most of all I really just wish they tried harder. “Like, what even is the Midwest, where 
is it?” Or they’ll say shit like “Nothing ever happens in the Midwest.” All Coasties are 
stupid, literally, but it’s generally those from the even more privileged big city areas that 
openly bash us for things they've seen in the movies, heard from the news, in music or 
from friends. “Yea… we only care about New York and LA”. The younger Millennial 
Coasties now get most of their information from The Internet, which is often less of a 
hive mind and more of a circus – especially on social media – under the impression that 
it is legitimately the “Voice of the People”. 

Coasties generally have little to no idea what someone from the Midwest thinks, what 
life is like for us, or even what we wear. They damn sure don’t want us to make any 
money off the entertainment they produce at our expense. Without us on their staff, they 
are cerebrally blind and deaf, but they are obviously completely satisfied with that. 
Sometimes they’ll hire a few of us on for help with skill, logistics or talent, but on a 
smaller scale, I've only been cast as “Midwest” a handful of times. Not only am I an 
obvious example of what a Stereotypical Midwesterner looks like, but I also wear the 
most stereotypical outfits that I have in my arsenal when I submit or audition for these 
parts. Then they’ll usually tell me I’m wrong for wearing something, and proceed to 
change me into something, or attempt to alter my perspective into something that 
places me soundly into one of their outdated Caste System Categories. They 
consciously choose to create an imaginary image of what we are, rather than use 
observation, critical thinking or research to reflect reality.  
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Again, the Midwest is the punching bag for the privileged. Coastie knowledge of the 
stereotyped “Midwest Type” in Hollywood is absolute shit – always backwards at least 5 
years. Also, we are supposed to be the Faceless “Conservative” and "Nondescript" 
(ND) Population to the rest of the country, a Serfdom literally casted in Hollywood with 
these categorizations, an "All American" and "Middle America" people. We’re just some 
great “Meat and Potatoes” people as the Fathers in Hollywood like to say. Ya know, like 
how the English Fathers call the Irish Potato-eaters? That’s pretty obvious to me. Now, 
they’re even calling a lot of us non-Anglo Saxon Germanic, Nordic, Slavic (and 
sometimes Irish and Italian) people in this country “White Ethnics” and “Working Class 
Whites”. They stop by in our “Flyover States” and tell us to “Work! Dance! Do a Trick! 
Fetch Me A Beer Slave!” They remind us that they just watched a documentary on it, 
whatever it is, and that “Happy Cows Come From California”. These people are fucking 
empty. They want us to forget our "Independent" and "Moralistic" traditions, and ethnic 
culture, and prescribe to their Almighty Fathers in Washington D.C., New York, Los 
Angeles (and Chicago). Of course, what would Coasties be without irony composing 
their very core. It’s obvious if ya just watch and watch its progression. 

There’s the sitcoms of Happy Days, Good Times, Family Matters, Roseanne, Married… 
with Children, According to Jim, Home Improvement, The Simpsons, Martin, Kenan & 
Kel, Sister Sister, The Drew Carey Show, The Steve Harvey Show and The Bernie Mac 
Show, and the suburban Chicago films National Lampoon's, Home Alone, Wayne’s 
World, Ferris Bueller’s Day Off, Meet the Parents, The Whole 9 Yards, Richie Rich, The 
Blues Brothers and Risky Business, and all the Civic Employee shows. While I deeply 
appreciate a lot of those actors, I don’t know that I like much more outside of that from 
those shows. Most of em are basic and hollow, doing just enough to capture attention 
but too little to push the envelope, or accurately reflect any culture other than how it’s 
seen by those writing, cutting, distributing, and often acting in Midwest-based movies. 
Watch anything with Chris Farley, Saturday Night Live, Swingers, Mr. Deeds, Orange is 
the New Black, Chi-Raq, RED, Bridesmaids, Entourage, any movie or show where they 
so much as mention Wisconsin or Midwest. This blatant stereotyping been happening 
strongly since the ‘90s still. In Framing Class, Diana Kendall explains: 

“The working class is not only underrepresented; the few men who are portrayed are 
buffoons. They are dumb, immature, irresponsible or lacking in common sense. This is 
the character of the husbands in almost every sitcom depicting a blue-collar (white) 
male head of house.” 

They love glorifying “Wisconsin Serial Killers” too. Of course there’s Ed Gein and his 
films, some based on the native, as well as the other films he inspired – The Silence of 
the Lambs, The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, Psycho, Three on a Meathook, Deranged: 
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Confessions of a Necrophile, In the Light of the Moon, Ed and His Dead Mother, Ed 
Gein: The Butcher of Plainfield, Ed Gein: The Musical, and most recently – Child of 
God. Then there’s Jeffrey Dahmer and his movies: The Secret Life: Jeffrey Dahmer, 
Dahmer, Raising Jeffrey Dahmer, Dahmer vs. Gacy, and in 2017 – My Friend Dahmer. 
Don’t forget Walter Ellis, Chai Vang and Terry Ratzmann, and all the many more from 
other Midwestern states. They’re all about hyping Chicago’s Italian Gangs as well. 

That ‘70s Show, New Girl and Shameless mention Wisconsin more often than any other 
shows I’ve seen in the past decade, which is a start, but not saying much, and they 
usually get us at least mostly wrong. That being said, Prison Break, Fargo, Parks & 
Recreation, Blue Mountain State, Empire, The League, Mike & Molly, The Boondocks, 
and a bunch of other Chicago Police, Fire, Hospital and Government shows are 
supposed to be Midwest, and at least they’re recent well produced shows. Regression, 
Public Enemies, Road to Perdition, Ali, Nebraska, Roll Bounce, Chicago, Behind the 
Candelabra, and of course Hoosiers, are all big films based on Midwest Culture from my 
lifetime, and the Making a Murderer, Super Size Me, and Bowling for Columbine 
documentaries, and reality show Hardcore Pawn have made their way to widely 
distributed platforms, some developing a “Cult Following”. Chicago has been getting 
Sci-fi looks in Chain Reaction, Transformers, Eagle Eye, Divergent series, and the 
Midwest in Mercury Rising and Star Trek series. Also, The Price of Sand and I Am Chris 
Farley are popular locally. 

Along with those from the shows about the area, other popular Midwest Actors include 
Brad Pitt, Bill Murray, John Goodman, Daniel Sunjata, Vince Vaughn, Terrence Howard, 
Kate Mulgrew, John C. Reilly, Melissa McCarthy, Peter Sarsgaard, Michael Peña, 
James Hong, John and Joan Cusack, Katie Holmes, Craig Robinson, Bob Odenkirk, 
Gary Cole, Jeff Daniels, Nick Swardson, Winona Ryder, Don Cheadle, Michael Clarke 
Duncan, Dax Shepard, Matt Bomer, Jessica Biel, David Koechner, Chris O’Donnell, 
George Clooney, Halle Berry, Betty White, Evan Peters, Robin Williams, John 
Malkovich, Gary Sinise, Jeff Garlin, Harrison Ford, Marlon Brando, Mr. T, James Dean 
and Dennis Hopper, and Comedians Richard Pryor, Katt Williams, Kathy Griffin, 
Hannibal Buress, Colton Dunn, Tom Segura and Larry The Cable Guy, and Hosts John 
Madden, Cris Collinsworth, Johnny Carson, Seth Meyers, David Letterman and Arsenio 
Hall. 

Regardless of the uphill climb, the Baby Boomers of Wisconsin produced a few popular 
stars (other than Chris Farley): Tony Shalhoub, Kathy Kinney, Heather Graham, Willem 
Dafoe and Mark Ruffalo. All were from different towns across the state – Madison, 
Green Bay, Stevens Point, Milwaukee, Fon du Lac and Kenosha – respectively. All of 
them are extremely talented actors, and all take an advanced progressive vocal 
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approach to politics. With a few nuances, it’s been a nice recent break from the 
marginalizing, mind-numbing content of the 20th Century. Although I think that some of 
those programs, or maybe most of those programs, did right by shining light on 
particular situations and places, they did more harm than good overall with some of 
those shows in the way they were broadcasted nationally. Over time, we’ll be able to 
appreciate them more, but for now, Wisconsin and Midwest Culture is still going 
marginalized, unaddressed and passed over. We need to fix that in this generation 
before anything else if the industry is to have any credibility any more to us at all. We 
also more shows with our mix of French, German, Italian, Irish, Eastern European, 
Scandinavian, Black, Native, Latin-American and Asian Midwest culture, more artists 
from our land, from these communities. We’ve had tons of Metropolitan English and 
Jewish Coastie Culture in the spotlight for generations. Let’s hit pause on that for a 
second, or at least slo-mo.  

The “Mandingo Fighting” from Quentin Tarantino’s Django Unchained, implied social 
mobility in The Help, and loads of other shit from other modern Hollywood is still blaring 
“Blaxploitation”. I mean, there’s a Free State of Jones movie that just came out, with 
Matthew McConaughey, about a Northern-leaning Southern Farmer, that takes place 
after the “Civil War”. Again, great actor, but why is this happening before the endless 
Heroic Northern Farmer films we could be making? Pair Black people with one or a few 
of the other marginalized groups I‘ve been talking about, and I promise that different 
movies would have been made, and will be made in the future. We have a lot of Middle 
Eastern, Indian and Southeastern Asian Immigrant groups now as well, and those 
cultures already need better representation. But after saying and doing these 
shamefully harmful things, these Coasties still go on endlessly about the 
misconceptions and stereotypes currently circulating throughout their trending “Liberal” 
circles of squares. They go forward, we stay where we’re at, or move backwards. They 
just started taking “Laugh Tracks” aka “Classical Conditioning” out of shows. 

Actually, Southerners prospered too after the elderly of the Midwest made a habit of 
Migrating South during winters in the 1960s. Midwesterners were more economically 
independent but also more socio-economically disadvantaged than their Southern 
counterparts, so when the old folks went South for the Winter, the Southern Economy 
got a huge boost in sales and didn’t have to pay Social Security for the people for 
several months of the year. The South is where the Midwest goes for “Vacation”. 
Southerners do not go to the Midwest, the climate is too harsh. 

Alongside but separate from that sect of Midwesterners, the “Fucking Illinois Bastards” 
(FIBs) of Chicagoland, around the same time, started buying up all the property in 
Northern Wisconsin and along Lake Michigan, putting gaudy Summer vacation homes 
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and giant boats all over the forests, rivers, lakes and marshes of The Northwoods. This 
has also been happening in Michigan for many years, except they call this type a 
“Fucking Illinois Person” (FIP) instead of FIB. On the South Side of Chicago, the Black 
community refers to this type as living “Up North”, or in other words, on the North Side 
of Chicago. That’s not very “Liberal” now is it? FIBs treat Midwesterners like escaped 
and unfortunately now liberated slaves. They want to live in the elements but not have 
to deal with the elements – kinda like Hipsters but older. I’ve seen em many a time over 
the course of my 27 years. I can spot one a mile away. When they’re “Up Nort”, in 
Northern Wisconsin, of course they’ll have on the unscathed designer clothing from 
trendy outdoors brands. They’ll have carefully groomed everything, and be trained by 
“Grammar Nazis” to speak with what they interpret as “Proper English”, which is in this 
case, the Suburban Midwest Accent. In other cases, the Grammar Nazis emulate New 
England speak, some even aspiring to reach England English speech patterns. They 
ask for the best and only the best, even if it affects Natives and other Locals adversely. 
Wisconsin needs tourism, sure, but this particular plague has gone too far. They need to 
be heavily taxed, at least. And we absolutely need toll roads to charge these much more 
privileged incomers. That could mean Billions of $$$. I mean, don’t you find it ironic that 
the Illinois Tollway roads lead outward from Chicago to Lower-Income areas? The State 
of Illinois taxes underserved communities just to drive on Chicago’s road. This alone 
should be reason enough to convince you that “The City” is not always right in what they 
do or say regarding the area. Minnesota Vultures have begun to do the same thing in 
recent years. 

Between the constant warring and  and racism from the United States, the new 
exploitation from Chicago, the “1980s Farm Crisis” and continued “Deindustrialization”, 
Wisconsin was pressed once again, and once again, Wisconsin went unaddressed 
nationally – and was twisted and turned into a non-issue by press and their 
government-created popular opinion. A lot of already rich people got rich in the ‘80s and 
‘90s, and “Greater Areas” built further around Midwest cities, but little changed 
economically outside of that. The area has voted more Democratic since. 

All this in mind, Republican Governor Tommy Thompson ran Wisconsin from the 
1980s-2000s. He became the new standard for Republican politics and was known for 
making major and controversial reforms with Welfare (Workfare), Medicaid 
(Badgercare) and the nation’s first School Choice Program (School Vouchers). 
Governor Thompson centrally fought for tighter regulation on welfare following the 
”Culture of Poverty” and “Welfare Queen” rhetoric of the previous decade. Many had 
growing concerns that big government programs were beginning to perpetuate a 
welfare state – especially in the cities, and especially for minority communities. 
Thompson cut welfare by 90% and moved Wisconsin’s economy towards medicine, 
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education, agribusiness and tourism in a downturn. He did have some strongly 
regressive Irish-Catholic views, like Walker does now, but also pushed his work-related 
reform to the national agenda and Bill Clinton passed the “Personal Responsibility and 
Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996” (PRWORA). Tommy Thompson was also 
the one to scare the shit out of America with the “Anthrax Scare” and “Bird Flu”. I still 
remember being scared to open the mailbox out of fear of Pipe Bombs and Anthrax. But 
he also helped design George Bush’s “Medicare Modernization Act”, which moved 
public funding to give Medicare recipients better access to prescription drugs. 
Thompson also made sure to back up our nation's supply of vaccinations in case of 
emergency after the 9/11 attacks.  

Thompson, with Georgia Governor Roy Barnes, were Co-Chairs on the “No Child Left 
Behind Act” (NCLB). I think aiming high is the right idea with NCLB but standardizing 
education to that extent is too extreme. The law has been essentially dismantled but 
Walker plans to use that same plan to transfer over to colleges, which could be better 
for Wisconsin overall. Or I’m at least open to the idea. That being said, eliminating 
Collective Bargaining is a tragic mistake, and not only takes away Constitutional Rights 
from the workers themselves, but also dooms our future students – whose lives will no 
longer be contingent on the ideas of Teachers but Policy Makers. High school and 
below, definitely not. Those are the most formative years and most dependent on 
localities. We already don’t concentrate enough on technical and talent development. If 
high schools are gonna be performance-based, we need more freedom of class 
selection and service learning/work study – for starters. And if we’re going to do it for 
colleges, the measurement process has to be broken down much further than test 
scores. 

Wisconsin prohibited discrimination in employment based on sexual orientation in 1982, 
establishing the first Statewide “Gay Rights” policy in the United States. 

The term “Middle West” was given to Kansas and Nebraska in 1880 to define it 
separately from the “Northwest” and “Southwest”. Even though the U.S. forced itself 
further west, the government and media continued to use the designation for the area. 
Challenges arose right away, and continued from 1898-1915, but were vanquished by 
America in the name of Anglo-American “White Nationalism” during wartime. America 
also allied with Britain, America’s past slave owner, so obviously many Americans didn’t 
support that. The Federal Government did, though. Then, for an unexplained reason, 
the U.S. Census Bureau changed the longstanding “North Central Region” to “Midwest” 
in 1984. A popular study at the time showed that folks called Nebraska, Kansas and 
Iowa by that name, but not the region that the “expert” wrote into federal legislation. We 
were called the “Lake Region” and “Prairie Region” by Census analysts further back, the 
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“Northwest Territory” and “Old Northwest” by the U.S. government before that, “Upper 
Mississippi” historically, and I know we’re the ”Great Lakes” and “Great Plains”, "North" 
and “Heartland” now, but I don’t know a single person that feels represented or proud of 
the name Midwest. 

Not only is the “Midwest” designation an outdated name for a miscalculated area, but 
it’s also been revamped to be used in a derogatory way by Press and Entertainment, as 
well as Locals. Designating us as the Midwest was a way to overgeneralize our 
population to the East, while also slighting the culture of the entire region in favor – of 
not the West – but the West Coast. Similarly, maybe it’s time for the “Vikings” and 
“Indians” names to go… But on the other hand, maybe we just need to know these 
things, and to embrace the Midwest name, knowing it was yet another slur they have 
tried marginalizing us with... We need to understand that this was done to take away our 
identity and place the Midwest in Cultural Purgatory. C’mon guys. We’re “Mid” the way 
to the “West” – that spells “Manifest Destiny”. That’s just as fucking ridiculous as 
“Cheesehead”, or maybe “Fudge Packer”, which is a modern anti-Packer favorite of 
theirs. 

Another famous Wisconsin company, Sprecher, was founded in Milwaukee in 1985. 
Sprecher is widely known for making the best Root Beer. Many are big fans of the 
Cream Soda as well. In Wisconsin, particularly, more people use the word “Pop” to 
describe such beverages. This is also common in Minnesota, throughout the Midwest 
and West. According to a recent linguistic study: 

“In the 1820’s the term “soda pop” was used to reference a new mineral water, which 
later came to be known as seltzer. In 1833, carbonated water was referred to as “soda,” 
and by the 1840’s, it was being sold at soda counters that could be found in many 
pharmacies or drug stores. The first use of the word “pop” was in the 1940’s, when a 
new ginger flavored beverage entered 1. A boundary line between places or regions 
that differ in a particular linguistic feature (Mish, 2004). A Linguistic Study: “Soda” and 
“Pop” in Wisconsin and Minnesota the market. Many people called this beverage 
“ginger pop,” sometimes referred to as “gingerale.” “Soda pop” and a “bottle of pop” 
were commonly used by flappers and sheiks as slangterms in the 1920’s (Flexner, 
1976).” 
 
In 1986, UW-Madison researchers Folkert Belzer and James Southard developed a 
synthetic solution, called the “UW Solution”, for cold storage of organs to be 
transplanted from one person to another. Before the UW Solution, organs were kept 
alive with a blood-based solution that consisted of natural products. But because these 
solutions were natural, they could only store livers for six hours and kidneys for up to 
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three days. Organ damage frequently occurred with the mainstream strategy, which 
could lead to chronic rejection or a recipient’s need for dialysis. The UW Solution 
increased storage times – about three times higher – for organs including the liver, 
pancreas and kidney. Longer storage times led to more organs being transported 
between transplant centers, easier tissue matches and, of course, more life-saving 
transplant surgeries. UW-Madison researchers Mark Cook and Michael Pariza identified 
conjugated linoleic, or CLA, in the late 1980s as a potential anti-Cancer agent. Because 
CLA is safe for people to eat, being naturally produced in cow’s milk and red meat, it 
was designated as a potential nutraceutical. CLA is now widely used as dietary 
supplement, food ingredient and animal feed ingredient. Since CLA’s discovery as a 
possible anti-Cancer agent, continued research has revealed a number of additional 
benefits including CLA’s ability to control body fat and enhance immune function. Other 
uses are now being studied in laboratories and clinical trials worldwide. CLA has 
become one of the bigger nutraceuticals on the market. 
 
Dissatisfied with Washington, Scott Walker of Delavan, WI laid the foundation for the 
modern Tea Party platform during the ‘90s. Apparently they're planning a “major 
resistance” to the Donald Trump. I don’t like Walker because his personal agenda is 
harmful to millions of people, but if he stands up to Trump, I’ll definitely back him then. 
Even if he did play into the hands of Koch brothers and private interests to keep elected, 
I hope that he doesn’t back down now. Now is the time to prove all that talk Walker. You 
have the podium. 

"Justly proud of its state university system for its institutional reputation and service to 
the state and its citizens, Wisconsinites also frequently regard it as a hotbed of 
radicalism and immorality. Demanding more of its public officials than most states public 
officials than most states in the way of intellectual clarity and probity, it also has a 
pronounced weakness for mavericks with colorful personalities.” 

Wisconsin had 10,400 serve in the “Persian Gulf War”. They served with courage to 
fight injustice. On the homefront, 50 died in the conditions, as 100,000 homes and 15 
million acres of farmland were destroyed, and $15 billion lost in the “The Great Flood of 
1993”. Wisconsin had 132,000 serve during the “Korean War” and 165,400 serve during 
the “Vietnam War”, including my other Grandpa. They fought with valor. After American 
forces withdrew from Vietnam, it left a lasting effect. Many of the Hmong Culture were 
trapped in the middle of the conflict, marginalized and left in destitution, by the U.S 
Government. Some fled to the United States, and in 1997, there were over 39,000 of 
the refugees living in Wisconsin, the third largest Hmong population in the nation. 
Already, in 2002, Mee Moua of Appleton, WI became the first Hmong-American to be 
elected to a State Legislature. She ran on the Minnesota Farmer-Labor ticket. By 2010, 
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there were over 49,000 of the recently arrived Immigrants employed in the Wisconsin 
workforce. Governor Jim Doyle had a lot to do with that. So did one of my friends at 
UW, who I grew up with. Now, Wisconsin has America’s third largest Hmong population 
(behind California and Minnesota), spread throughout the cities of Madison, Green Bay, 
Wausau, La Crosse, and Eau Claire, and across the countryside. I knew a few Hmong 
Farmers growing up. This is a chastised people that came out of a warzone into 
Wisconsin and started working their asses off. They make some awesome food and art 
too. While meeting a similar marginalization as earlier immigrant groups, the Hmong 
have managed to maintain much of their culture while adapting and embracing their 
new home in the Cold North. The Hmong just escaped a brutal situation, and are really 
struggling right now, but Wisconsin helped saved hundreds of thousands of lives with 
that effort.  

The question of “Who Has It Worst?” doesn’t apply here, or really anywhere, because 
that’s a question for simple minded people to answer. The better question is: “Who has 
had it worse, when, where and how did it happen, and where and how is that 
community today?” We as Americans, especially the Coasties, need to take care of our 
own be they from America, Europe, Asia, Africa or elsewhere. None of us should feel 
like the world is on our shoulders. But we all need to know and perpetuate that many of 
America’s different ethnic groups faced different types of adversity on their path to the 
present, and we need to understand the factual effects that the different kinds of 
adversity have had. Some are absolutely more severe and have been longer lasting 
than others. If you can’t figure out what those are at this point, you’re either a fucking 
idiot or a lazy shortcutter. It’s obvious. Keep living your life but know there are people 
out there, millions that “Look Like Me” and “Sound Like Me”, who are just looking for a 
meal, or a ride, or maybe just a simple job you know of that could help an entire family 
or community. This isn’t demeaning. This is how good neighbors act. If we all passed 
little gifts, did favors and expressed courtesies in everyday life, we could do away with 
almost all government programs. That’s extreme, though. It starts with the simple 
things. Very simple. Even just a hello, a smile. 

Think about how many people don’t know how to shake hands today… That’s cause 
ain’t nobody shaking hands! I meet new people every day. I even write their names 
down in my phone with something I remember about them. That’s next level. If you want 
really want to leave no room for failing a relationship, just remember someone’s name. 
There’s nothing I hate more when meeting someone than when they say “I’m terrible 
with names”. That spells “I don’t care about people other than myself”. Shake their hand 
and remember their name if you think you’ll see them again. Find pride in treating others 
with integrity and respect. I don’t remember the people I don’t shake hands with. I have 
formed lasting relationships just by striking up random conversation with people 
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throughout my day. My mom taught me that. She’s incredibly smart and excellent with 
people. Also, church (Lutheran and UCC) taught me that. As a matter of fact, a lot of 
jobs and organizations, including Amway Global, taught me that. I worked in Network 
Marketing for several years, and lemme tell ya, if you want to see a “Fired Up” 
multiethnic, multicultural, multi gendered workforce – go to one of those Conferences 
your friends are always talking about. MLM, or at least what I saw over those 2 or so 
years, is some empowering shit. This is next level, though. I’m not even gonna try to get 
into that now. It wasn’t for me, but you can always look into a community organization or 
league of some kind that is your area.  

There are a lot of ways to meet positive people. Reach out and find others that are not 
(necessarily) “Like You” but that actually Like You. That’s the way I want the world to 
be. I want people that want to be friends to be able to be friends. As long as you’re living 
life like this, nothing can “Scar Your Name” because you exist so wholly and functionally 
in the world. Folks are hard pressed to question the character of a person they know 
and coexist with, because they know they’re a genuine person. You can just as easily 
be called loved or notorious among and between different groups of what you consider 
to be your friends. What a person does after they’ve met you is under your agreement 
as acquaintances. You have given them no reason to doubt that you exist, and if you do 
right by them, they will know. A lot don’t return anything they’re given but that should 
never be the intention in forming a friendship. The sentiment and interaction between 
the two people of the relationship should form the base line, not the influence of others 
that might not like the friend that you have. We all know we’re Immigrants in 
Urban-Rural Wisconsin. Do you? 

“More rural but also more industrialized than the nation as a whole, Wisconsin is 
noteworthy for its unusual number of medium-sized industrial cities and for its intricately 
meshed mosaics of rural ethnic enclaves." 

Ex-President Nixon fought until his death in 1994 to keep his hundreds of hours of 
secretly recorded conversations private. Then, UW-Madison Historian Stanley Kutler 
sued and won, forcing the release of the tapes through a deal with Nixon’s estate and 
the National Archives. The archives finally made all the public recordings connected to 
Watergate available in 1996, which verified Nixon’s knowledge and participation in the 
cover-up. Then UW-Madison hit another big one in the late ‘90s, which has opened an 
entirely new era of medicine. 

"In late 1998, a UW-Madison group led by James Thomson was the first to isolate and 
culture human embryonic stem cells, master undifferentiated cells that arise at the 
earliest stages of development and are capable of becoming any of the 220 types of 
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cells and tissues in the human body. Access to human ES cells promises significant 
opportunities to study early development and could one day provide a near limitless 
supply of cells for transplant therapy." 

Alongside Wisconsin and Midwest Culture, Black Culture is also awesome. Everyone 
can or should be able to see that. Black folks are innovative, confident, tough, 
understanding of peril but ready to laugh at a moment's notice. The African-Americans 
have formed a widespread and disconnected, but unified culture in America in the face 
of seemingly impossible odds. There are a serious lack of jobs for these people that 
have this skillset, though. I’ve met many Blue, Black and Brown folks that I will 
personally place in positions of power when I have the chance. I’ve met countless 
neighbors, salesman, public speakers, dancers, teachers, city workers, bartenders, 
businessmen, comedians, security, fighters and poets that have changed my entire 
perspective on life. There have been many times throughout my life that Black people 
were the only ones that could hear my problems. And vice versa. Our Refugee State 
has historically been an incredibly powerful mix of different cultures, and it still is. All of 
these people want the same thing, we’ve just been convinced otherwise. All we need to 
do is get some information out there. We already have the knowledge, creativity, 
workforce, production and politics to change the economic landscape of this country for 
the betterment of everyone. We just gotta figure this shit out. 

Municipal and business support are also essential. How we can have warzones within 
our Midwestern cities is fucking beyond me. The fact that these “Violent Cities” and 
“Worst Cities” lie in the Working Class Center of the country – is an insult from America, 
and from the Coasties. They talk Foreign Policy, we talk Progress. Also, a lot of 
Property Owners are still strongly Racist. They can all easily help but choose not to put 
forth effort that would make them uncomfortable. Still, in an area filled with 
independents, alternative politics and mix of culture enemy to the rest of the United 
States, Hip Hop has naturally become one of the most prevailing genres of music in the 
Midwest. Obviously, rapping has become popular in all forms of music now. Also, I love 
Hip Hop music and culture. The Artists I’ve worked with have been amazing. Hip Hop 
does not love me back, though. However, and ironically, Rappers, including myself, and 
other Artists from the Midwest have to be insanely talented to be signed, get tours and 
radio play, management and agency representation from the Coasties of The Industry. 
This has been similar for Folk, Rock and Country artists of my generation as well. As far 
as Hip Hop, many more acts are signed from the East Coast, South and West than the 
Midwest. It ain’t close at all.  

Even more ironic is that of the hundreds of Hip Hop artists that I’ve met personally, 
those from the Midwest and South are typically much more authentic and harder 
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working. East Coast rappers are or were recognized for founding Hip Hop and being 
lyrically complex, while the South is known for making “Danceable” tracks, and the West 
for laid back lifestyle music, but the Midwest Artist is known (locally) for being unique, 
skilled, resilient and gamechanging all at the same time. We just don’t know it. Our Hip 
Hop artists are insanely talented. Look at me. Why do I have to make such extreme 
efforts just to get a fucking Blog Post or Radio Interview? This book doesn’t even fall 
under Music or Journalism either. I Authored and Published a book via my own platform 
before 30 years old – an Artist from Working Class Wisconsin. There are about zero 
other Musicians, Writers or Academics that can say that. Meanwhile, Coastie Rappers 
get signed for dribbling nonsense onto the microphone, and Coastie Writers steal 
whatever nuance they can from me, employing it in their full-time – with benefits 
– paying jobs. There has been such strong pushback against all that is Midwest and 
Wisconsin Hip Hop, specifically, that our marginalization has even created an animosity 
toward “Local Rappers” – who should, in fact, be celebrated for being Local Artists. 

Another example of how this Industry-to-Street process affects us all now in everyday 
situations, is the question of what’s “Real”, or what I’ll call the “Real Question”. In the 
modern colloquial Generation X-Millennial use, and in Pop Culture, to “Keep it Real” 
often has nothing to do with how genuine a person is, but more related to how 
connected and wealthy they are, whether or not they’re willing to perpetuate negative 
behavior, passive aggression, and if they do or don’t support Contemporary 
Gang-Drug-Violence Culture. The colloquial use of “Real” is almost completely 
subjective depending on the scenario, which makes it confusing but also telling that 
there is a phenomenon going on – between what is factually “Real” and what is factually 
“Fake”. Part of this can be credited to the Beastie Boys (New York), the Famous Jewish 
Fantastical Rap Group of the ‘90s. Their producer, Rick Rubin, says, “We didn't say it 
because it was true – we said it because it was entertaining,” yet, most Rap Fans would 
credit this group as being “Legitimate”. 

Another modern trend stemming from Coastie Hip Hop Culture: “Trolling”, “Subdissing”, 
and “Internet Thugs” (ITs). These are trends that scream passive aggression and 
privilege – two longtime Coastie characteristics. The people that embody these 
characteristics abuse their power of persuasion and connectedness to marginalize 
others at the click of a mouse.  

Also, “Frat Rap” has emerged as a mainline trend among Coasties since the mid-2000s. 
This “Subgenre” of Hip Hop is largely composed of those from the White-Jewish or 
Italian Culture of Large Metropolitan Areas (usually the Burbs). Their music often 
includes elements of EDM, which has created further Racial Polarization in both Hip 
Hop and EDM. These artists usually attend Exclusive/Private Schools and Colleges, 
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and already “Know People” before they start working. As they’re from more affluent 
backgrounds, and have more financial backing and infrastructural support for whatever 
enterprise they choose to pursue, they actually put Black and non-Black people out of 
work, or I should say, out of the business, as a Placeholder, by filling the Modern Hip 
Hop Demographic of “White Rapper”. 

The Soldiers, Luminaries, Creators and Survivors out the Midwest have been shot at, 
drugged, marginalized in doctrine and/from high class society, put out of work, told 
they’re expendable, kicked down and spat at. We can all see that the Coasties don’t 
give a fuck about us. Also, today, the states with the richest histories in music (Midwest 
and South) are bought out and controlled almost completely by the Coastal Megaliths, 
which is essentially the Record Industry’s musical way of exploiting both the Midwest, 
and the South, the Working Class, and the Black Culture. American Business is like this 
also. 

Hip Hop’s original more uplifting nature took a more Violent turn in the 1990s, to even 
less Political Activism and more Gang, Violence and Drug Culture glorification in the 
2000s. Overall, the Black community has faced some of the worst Racial Discrimination 
in this country. Succeeding is difficult and chances few, so I completely understand why 
rappers sign that dotted line. These are survivors and creators. The Music Industry is 
extremely Racist, though. I don’t like the messages that are being passed through the 
Coasties’ publishing, marketing and distribution phases, but the most obvious thing that 
I can’t stand is the blatant “Exhibitionism” in Hip Hop. Even with little talent, a rapper can 
come up with compelling, positive and substantial content. 

Oversimplifications and misattributions, placed on the Midwest by the culture of Coastie 
Business, Coastie Media and Coastie Hip Hop, would create vast wealth and establish 
the prevailing genre of music for the next 15 some odd years for a marginalized 
population, but also attribute the entire genre, its artists and fans to laziness and 
immorality during continued crisis, making it damn near impossible for an educated 
person from the Working Class, of any color, to “Make It” or get “Put On” in the Great 
Lakes or Great Plains area, even though these resilient people suffered the most, whilst 
outcreating and progressing the rest of the country in nearly measurable way. 

Atlanta and Miami (Southern East Coast) are household names in everything Hip Hop 
Entertainment and Front Page, alongside New York and Los Angeles, and sometimes 
Nashville, Tennessee for Country music. Hip Hop has brought Latino and Black culture 
into the spotlight and created wealth for those communities. On the other hand, the 
“Majors” and power of the old is still where it was – only slightly further inland. Coasties 
talk about Chicago and Detroit (the Midwestern cities that most of em have heard of) as 
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“Dirty” towns filled with only criminals and fat “Ugly” idiots. Even many supposed 
“Locals” of these cities, who grew up in the opulent suburbs, will take zero hesitation to 
characterize their semi-Hometown with negativity (while wearing a Cubs hat). These 
people are often given the voice to speak for us, as they are the more privileged of us 
and fit more in line with the American Agenda, so they do, and have changed virtually 
nothing at all in the area since the ‘70s. 

Some local Midwest Hip Hop entities endured and even thrived through the rise of ‘90s 
Hip Hop. A few have even formed successful and completely Independent Labels, 
distribution and all, despite finding themselves mucked up in such deeply entrenched 
adversity. Two of these labels that every fan of music should know: Rhymesayers and 
Strange Music. I fucking love Midwest Hip Hop. Some of the our first most popular 
international acts include Bone Thugs n Harmony, Eminem, Kanye West (and 
Rhymefest), Atmosphere, Twista, Nelly and Tech N9ne. Then came the rise of Lupe 
Fiasco, Big Sean, CyHi The Prince, Dej Loaf, Royce Da 5’9”, Freddie Gibbs, Rocky 
Diamonds, Chance The Rapper, Danny Brown, Kid Cudi, Machine Gun Kelly, King 
Chip, King Louie, Chief Keef, Prof and Allan Kingdom in the next wave. Multitalent, 
Multiculturalism, Vivid Storytelling, Positivity, Experimentation, Politics, Controversy, 
Complex Wordplay, Heavy Choruses, Alternative Sounds including Rap, Jazz, Rock, 
Country, and now Folk and EDM, and a mix of City and Country values – are just a few 
markers of Midwest Hip Hop. Our crazy eclectic background in music is still building 
around this new once activism-based genre, and I know we will be the one’s to show its 
true potential. Hip Hop Music (all-Black) is awesome but the Coastie Culture in it does 
have huge flaws, or at least a lack of knowledge in its thinking – logically similar to but 
distinct from the Coastie Culture of EDM (all-White). Once the Midwest realizes its own 
power, all of these artists and many more will be celebrated as legends throughout the 
country. The unity across “Racial Lines” isn’t quite there yet but ya better believe it will 
be. We always find new ways to overcome the Coasties in this country, one step at a 
time, no matter how small or large. Some of our fights go this way, divided for a while, 
and others seem menial or hold us up from temporary success, but we are deserving of 
all that this nation has to offer – all of the finest things within its lawful jurisdiction – and 
this is a battle that we need to win together. Wisconsin has been continually squeezed 
out from the Industry, like most of the other White Collar Industries, for no logical reason 
other than to avoid giving us money, so that we don’t open the floodgates that allow 
Cheeseheads and Badgers the platform to expose the hypocrisy in America. We need 
to start embracing our own art more too. The time for pride is now and there is nothing 
“Wrong” or “Sinful” with that. The Midwest, Great Lakes and Great Plains – The North 
– We are the leaders, not Them. 
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And guess what? Native American Hip Hop is yet another movement outta the Midwest! 
They’re speaking out but still need a platform to accept them… Policy regarding the 
land rights of Chippewa has returned in the news to some extent. But what should have 
been an exciting event of lands being opening up to their original owners, turned into a 
question of equal rights. The shameful actions of a few assholes opposed to new fishing 
and hunting competition in the ‘70s-80s took over the media attention of the story. A 
state ruling in 1972 heated things up, and lead to questions from non-Native Fishermen 
who didn’t think the policy was fair. This sparked the “Treaty Wars”. The Fed passed a 
new policy in 1983 and things got violent. Some of the non-Native fishermen were 
building concrete Walleye decoys, throwing rocks, wrecking boats, whistling and 
sending bomb threats. Vilas County was named “Violence County”. 

Native Americans were the first to hunt and fish the area, and had it written in paper. 
The Chippewa were also found to take only 1/40 what the sport fisherman did, but of 
course some took advantage of new rights, that was blown up, and quickly aligned with 
the “White Majority” Self-Fulfilling Prophecy of the government and media. One 
Chicagoan, a FIB, organized the Stop Treaty Abuse (STA) organization, and heavily 
marketed anti-Native propaganda including the “Treaty Beer”. Eventually, the state put 
bag limits on non-Natives in 1990, essentially fixing most the problem, by holding 
everyone accountable under law. Protesters forced the issue and Protect Americans, 
Rights and Resources (PARR) stopped trying to repeal the controversial policy. In a 
manner reminiscent of the Communist-baiting tactics of Senator McCarthy in the 1950s, 
PARR’s newsletter displayed a list of “Traitors to the Constitution”, claiming that U.S. 
and state legislators, teachers, church leaders, and others who recognize tribal 
sovereignty deserve the label “Traitor”. 

Fishing actually gets better the more we preserve our Native lands. That's the best part. 
The area has long had some of the best fishing in the country, but with recent algae 
blooms and invasive species, it's been slimmer pickings for everyone. I’ve been fishing 
“Up Nort” my entire life and I've caught much less in recent years. I’ve also watched as 
the green overgrowth moves in closer to the shores, seen the signs and heightened 
DNR presence. In Madison, they have these combs that rake up the Green Algae mess 
so people can swim out further. I remember hearing of mercury, lead and all other types 
of shit poisoning the fish in Lake Michigan and Madison’s lakes a while back, and it's 
still like that. I know I've gotten “Swimmer’s Itch” a lot near the shore on Mendota. We all 
feel these problems. What we really need is heightened conservation efforts and more 
accountability, and there is policy in place to regulate that. That being said, regulation is 
by default at the expense of the Native Americans and then fishermen, and for that 
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reason, we all need to listen to both local communities regarding the environment, and 
not involve FIBs. 

Frack Mining is taking over small towns in the Upper Midwest. This is big issue that the 
Native Americans and other MIdwesterners currently face. Wisconsin is the nation's top 
producer of Frack Sand and hosts 128 facilities. Oil companies heard of the recently 
discovered deep deposits, so they’ve come to these small communities to provide 
employment, ultimately drying up the area and leaving the people to fend for 
themselves. Native Americans already live in the most environmentally dangerous 
conditions in the country, so this is especially hard on their communities. We're seeing 
with this recent pipeline issue that the “Water Protector” Slacktivists ain’t interested 
either. Millennial Social Justice Warriors call attention to poisoned water in some places, 
and the mass media and government responds, but they have no interest or knowledge 
of Native Americans. The U.S. bulldozed sacred ground in North Dakota, sent the attack 
dogs and suited up in riot gear. The Native American population gets it the worst. My 
words to those putting these pipelines in: If you’re going to destroy Americans for your 
own sake, at least build around the people, not through them. It takes nothing for a 
factory or operation to pop up on Native lands. Folks are protesting both violently and 
nonviolently, but who’s even to say what’s right or wrong at this point. This is so foul I 
can’t believe it. Mainstream media, government, law enforcement, entertainment and 
music people need to pay closer attention. 

Eminem of Detroit, MI was the first major non-Black Rap Act. His Slim Shady project 
was one the first two Hip Hop CDs I ever heard. He created a lane for non-Black artists 
in Hip Hop, and the further incorporation of Rock in the Midwest. Many Midwestern 
Metal, Hard Rock, Punk and Ska and bands took off in the ‘90s-’00s too, but even 
considering Marilyn Manson, Eminem was still by far the most popular and controversial 
artist from the area. Think about how fucking crazy dope Em had to be to make it out of 
Detroit – one of the largest cities in the Midwest. By the way, here are the Top 10 Most 
Populated Midwest Cities, according to the 2010 Census: 

1. Chicago, IL: 2,695,598 
2. Indianapolis, IN: 852,866 
3. Columbus, OH: 787,033 
4. Detroit, MI: 686,888 
5. Milwaukee, WI: 594,833 
6. Kansas City, MO: 459,787 
7. Omaha, NE: 408,958 
8. Cleveland, OH: 396,815 
9. Minneapolis, MN: 387,753 
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10.Wichita, KS: 382,368 

And by Metro Pop: 

1. Chicago, IL (Chicagoland): 9,461,105 
2. Detroit, MI: 3,734,090 
3. Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN (Twin Cities): 3,684,928 
4. St. Louis, MO: 2,787,701 
5. Cleveland, OH: 2,077,240 
6. Kansas City, MO: 2,009,342 
7. Columbus, OH: 1,863,558 
8. Indianapolis, IN: 1,834,888 
9. Milwaukee, WI: 1,555,908 
10.Omaha, NE: 865,350 

Working Class Eminem has called out the industry itself, banks, schools, celebrities, 
and many other entities that fall in line with the Midwest’s long history of 
anti-Establishment, and wild behavior, but most importantly, he also figured out that 
“White” and Black people can rap on the same songs together. I think, that if Eminem 
and myself worked together, we could send a message and completely change the 
situation of the Arts Community in the Midwest. Regardless, Em is a legend in Hip Hop, 
but has been discriminated against and attacked heavily over the course of his career 
– for his Light Skin Complexion and Urban Upper Midwest Accent. Kanye West made a 
name for himself as a “Rapper-Producer” around the same time. He is a musical genius 
and pioneered the Preppy Hip Hop look. Ye was also demeaned for similar reasons to 
Em, only Ye was from a more privileged background than the community he grew up in, 
and often catches flack for whining and pushing overpriced designer clothing. Both had 
their city, though. Bone Thugs and Nelly made singing in rap songs enjoyable at this 
time. Common made “Conscious” music. The “Midwest Choppers” (Tech N9ne, Twista, 
Eminem, Bone Thugs) took “The Pocket” and ripped it open with new seemingly 
impossible cadences and rhythms. Rappers bite Em’s inflection and Big Sean’s “Supa 
Dupa Flow” all the time now, Atlanta bought all the way into Ye’s preppy look, and 
everyone aspires to be a “Multi-Hyphenate” now. Really, working with any of these 
legends would be a blessing. God Bless you guys. Also, dances including Chicago 
“Footwork” and Detroit “Jit” took over after Techno arose in Dtown. “Bop” is a recent one 
out of The Chi. These people can dance. The Black community has created so many 
dances… Hip Hop has done a lot of good, and helped the surrounding states of 
Wisconsin (Minnesota, Illinois and Michigan), and even Canada, but has also left 
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Wisconsin and the Working Class – America’s core of Civil Rights and Labor – out 
completely. That’s not very “Real” now is it? 

"And no major urban center in America suffered as much as Milwaukee from the 
economic upheaval of a globalizing economy and changes in manufacturing, an 
exhaustive analysis by the Journal Sentinel published in 2004 found. At that time, 
Milwaukee's working-age black men had suffered almost twice the drop in employment 
that the nation endured in the Great Depression." 

Y2K and then Governor Jim Doyle took over in 2003 up to 2011. He pushed to balance 
the budget, called out for help from Washington and other investors, to tax Oil and 
Cigarettes, build a High-Speed Rail and Film Credits for the state. Ambitious but not 
enough. 

Dangerous Storms continued throughout the 2000s during my teenage years. 
Wisconsin weather is insane. It goes from 90s with 90% humidity in the Summer to 30 
below and dry as a desert in the Winter. Lots of precipitation and wind too. In the "2007 
Midwest Flooding", there were 18 casualties and half a billion dollars in damages, flash 
flooding and evacuations. Areas in Wisconsin, Ohio, Minnesota and Illinois declared 
“Federal Disaster Areas”. The “Winter Storms of 2007” killed dozens and cut power to 
hundreds of thousands throughout the Midwest. They flew in the National Guard to 
Illinois and Missouri and declared it a “Local Disaster”. Amtrak shut down and over 
500,000 were left without power. There were 87 casualties. "Early Spring 2008 Midwest 
Floods" hit Missouri, causing crushing floods, evacuations of entire towns, and millions 
to lose power. Then the “June 2008 Floods” slammed Wisconsin, Iowa and Indiana in 
particular. We saw millions more left without power and 18 deaths. This was considered 
a “Federal Disaster” from FEMA. The Midwest saw winds of over 120mph and 3 feet of 
snow during the "2009 Midwest Blizzard". For periods of 12-24 hours, there were over 
100 mph winds and 30 ft snowdrifts. National Weather Service called it “Epic Blizzard”. 
During the "September 2010 Minnesota-Wisconsin Flood", a torrential downpour 
destroyed over 100,000 square miles of corn and soybeans, and wrecked a crop of 
potatoes and cabbage. This was also considered a "Major Disaster" by the U.S. 
government. There were $70 million in damages and over 80 homes were destroyed. 

But what would Da Mid be without further revolutionary policy during 
“Deindustrialization”, the “Dotcom Bubble”, the “Great Recession”, the “Golden Age of 
Hip Hop”, and crazy, destructive weather? The United Church of Christ passed a 
resolution supporting Same-Sex Marriage Equality in 2005. In 2008, U.S. 
Representative Collin Peterson of the Minnesota Farmer-Labor Party spearheaded the 
“Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008” aka “Farm Bill”, which included increases 

114 

http://www.investopedia.com/terms/d/dotcom-bubble.asp
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2016/08/16/milwaukee-riots-longterm-problems/88861632/


in Food Stamp benefits and support for the production of “Cellulosic Ethanol” Biofuel, 
and grants for the research of pests, diseases and other agricultural problems. This was 
in the face of Veto-happy George Bush. In 2013, the Researchers of UW-Madison’s 
South Pole station named “IceCube” made an important discovery in Astrophysics when 
they detected, for the first time, High Energy Cosmic Neutrinos, which opened a new 
window to the Universe and some of the most violent phenomena in that field. A 
resolutely private person, Willa Cather of the “Lost Generation” had destroyed many old 
drafts, personal papers, and letters. Her will restricted the ability of scholars to quote 
from the personal papers that remain, but in April 2013, The Selected Letters of Willa 
Cather – a collection of 566 letters written to friends, family, and literary acquaintances 
Thornton Wilder and F. Scott Fitzgerald – was published showing a connection between 
past area authors. In 2014, the South Dakota State Historical Society published an 
annotated version of Wilder's autobiography called Pioneer Girl: The Annotated 
Autobiography. In 2014, Student-Athletes at Northwestern University in Evanston, 
Illinois, and in Chicago, started pushing to Unionize College Athletes across the country 
for “Physical, Academic and Financial Protections”. 

The Midwest has historically grown great writers and is still currently pumping out 
brilliant local literature. Shit, some would even say that I can write. Not Coasties, 
though. In the current state of the “Technology Era”, there is way too much room for the 
vultures of the coasts and large metropolitan areas to exploit ethnic and community 
culture. Wisconsin and Midwest works (and my art) need to be celebrated. They do not 
want to do that, because it would show how much harder we work, how much more 
talented we are, and how much more positive and authentic our messages are. We 
should be turning our stories into films. If these near talentless Coastie simpleton 
tastemakers can do it, so can we. There’s plenty, past and present, to work with. 

But we absolutely need to make sure that it’s coming from us as well. We’ve been 
shown that we can’t trust just any old American to tell these stories right. The 
Suburban-College Grad-Resume rubric is old. Another typical Coastie phenomenon, the 
rise of Stoner, a novel written by a Southern writer born in the 1920s about a fictional 
Midwestern college professor, has resurged in recent years due to a continued push 
and extra effort from coastal outlets. The New Yorker called it "the greatest American 
novel you've never heard of” in 2013. Again, they don’t even want to hear it from us. 
They want their own people, who are known for lying and exploiting genuine people, to 
tell it how they see it. 

My life has been a time of further supercharging of power to stereotypes and 
metropolises on the coasts, while starting to include Black, Gay, Female, and Southern 
Culture in Popular Culture more. Hip Hop is the most powerful force in music today. I 
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grew up in Wisconsin Hip Hop, and dropped the “Coastie Song” in 2009 to draw 
attention to the Coastie phenomenon in a positive, funny and flirtatious way. 
UW-Madison has the 8th highest population of Jewish students in the US, at 13% of the 
student body. Out of state tuition is $26,000 compared to $10,000 in-state. The Jewish 
population of Madison is .59%, and that of Wisconsin, .8%. I didn’t invent the term. 
Wisconsinites started using it in the ‘80s to talk about the 
English-Jewish-White-Suburban-East Coast type that started tempo-Migrating in mass. 
Many are Jewish are Madison, but not all. Many more non-Jewish Coasties at 
UW-Madison come from the Suburbs of Chicago, Minneapolis, and even Milwaukee. 
Coasties are beautiful physically but mislead mentally. They didn’t understand their 
privilege then and they clearly still don’t understand it now. Of course, the wildly Racist, 
Xenophobic and Elitist Record Labels won’t come near me, even though I’m the biggest 
reason for the recent rise of Wisconsin Hip Hop. As I’ve continued my career, it’s 
typically been Coastie Men, but since Trump’s campaign and my move to California 
– especially Coastie Women – that have tried to destroy every part of my existence 
without ever speaking to or meeting me. When they do offer to interview me, they 
usually later twist whatever I said in favor of the Media’s Truth. Go Google the shit. Or 
check my Press page. Imagine what else I’ve been told, and what else has been done 
that’s not on The Internet. I wouldn’t trade my upbringing or time in Wisconsin for 
anything but it’s insane what Coasties have done to me year after year, while I’ve been 
going through it, while I’ve been studying, working, interning and creating, just trying to 
succeed. I’m a testament to how fucked up Hip Hop and New Age Politics are. If I was 
from the coast, and had comparable accomplishments, I would be extremely wealthy 
right now for how talented, intelligent, hardworking, resilient and creative I am. That’s a 
hard truth to swallow. Uffda. But again, I wouldn’t be me if I was from anywhere else. 
My time will come or whatever and I’m not worried about wealth. I love Wisconsin, the 
Midwest, Culture, and Hardworking People, and I do want my and my people’s 
well-deserved Recognition and Representation now. 

Wisconsin Hip Hop has been given some light in the past 10 years. Largely, this was 
due to advancements made in the University of Wisconsin System. UW-Madison also 
launched America’s first ever Hip Hop Scholarship program. Once again, legendary 
nuances from Wisconsin. The University of Wisconsin System puts on Hip Hop shows, 
often when Government, Media and Property Owners fight against the “Genre” and the 
supposed violence surrounding it. I do see Hip Hop as one of the most powerful forces 
of this era. The art form was also created by Black folks. We need to remember that. 
Obviously, I know that. A lot of these incoming rap acts into Wisconsin are super 
talented. Unfortunately, since the program's inception, and at these colleges, spots have 
generally been going to a much more privileged out-of-state demographic than Local 
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Wisconsin Student-Artists and Local Artists. I was both of those last things. We’ve been 
fighting the odds for many years now with an aggression and we don’t need the odds 
any worse. 

I recently asked a well-known rapper from Chicago what he thought of Wisconsin Hip 
Hop, but I already knew what he was fina say. The emcee said we were “Doing White 
Boy Shit" and proceeded to name off some of the members of this UW organization. 
Wisconsin Hip Hop is now sort-of emerging in the industry on a national scale. There 
has been progress in our scene, and most of it from Madison and Milwaukee, but Green 
Bay, Oshkosh, Racine, Beloit and La Crosse have been active as well. UW has 
definitely been critical. But since at least the mid-2000s, we’ve had a deep pool of talent 
in Wisco. At least half of these spots should go to Wisconsin Student-Artists. They’re 
not applying? That’s your job to find them. Stop being lazy. I could do a better job at 
recruiting – without your resources. I also spoke in length with “Revelry Music Festival” 
recently – the failed music festival created to combat the “Mifflin Street Block Party”. 
The original numbers are way down from the original party, sitting around 3,500 now (in 
wet conditions), but press and police pay the event a lot of attention. None of the people 
heading the revival festival were from Wisconsin, so of course none of them were from 
Madison and none of them knew about local music. I listed off a group of popular local 
artists and they only knew a couple of them. These people aren’t from Wisconsin and 
don’t give a shit about Wisconsin musicians. The “World Music” that UW brings in is 
phenomenal. I worked at the Wisconsin Union Theater and I love what they do. I’m 
saying that we need a stronger Wisconsin voice to organize the music more around 
local markets, and not as much the national and metropolitan trends. 

Why would Coastie Representation put actual effort toward the betterment of our 
people? These are often people of the same groups that have been exploiting us for 
years, and they’re doing great over on their side. There are plenty of Placeholders too. I 
don’t think I need to mention that modern “Ethnic Studies” classes really just mean 
“Racial Minority Studies”, and exclude virtually all influence of Working Class European 
Immigrants outside of the Anglo Irish. Maybe there was one sentence about the Italians 
too. There was a lot on the Jewish community. They hardly even mentioned geographic, 
religious or socioeconomic factors in the class. I’m using my 2013 UW-Madison 
experience as reference. The class was taught by a Mixed Black Woman from the 
South. What matters is not her gender or skin tone though, what matters is that she’s 
from the South and clearly doesn’t understand Midwest Culture. Even if you’re Mixed, a 
Woman, or Gay, or otherwise “Ethnic” as the Coasties say, you can still not know what 
the hell you’re talking about. These types of classes only serve to piss laboring people 
off more. Here’s a woman from privilege telling an almost “All-White” class from 
Wisconsin that they’re all Racist, their families are all Racist, they only got their student 
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status and job due to Racism, and they’re void of all “Culture” and “Ethnicity”. This is the 
same brainwashing shit that Washington has been forcing on the Midwest since the 
1600s, only now, it is blurred and camouflaged by Placeholders. This, again, is 
recruitment. 

I remember I was shaking before I got my big packet in 2008. I had a 3.9 GPA, was a 
7-time lettering athlete in Division 1 Basketball, Soccer and Track & Field, team 
Captain, competed at the state and national level in DECA and FBLA. I was a Link 
Leader, Peer Court Judge, active member of NHS, winner of the senior talent show, 
spirit, attendance and various athletic awards, and had been working since legally able, 
as much as I could. I was nervous because my boy was rejected the year before. He 
had a German background and grew up down the road from me. Good fucking luck 
trying to get into UW-Madison as a “White Man” from Dane County. We went to church 
and school together. He was a Captain of our Basketball and Football teams and I think 
he scored a 28/36 on the ACT. His Personal Story was awesome. He was probably 
Prom King or something too. My friend was rejected. He went on to the University of 
Minnesota, worked for YMCA and Americorps, and now he's a College and Career 
Coordinator. High five bro, you deserve it. I couldn’t imagine how he got through what 
he did personally, on top of not getting into UW, and I haven’t met many people ever 
that've bounced back like that with such fortitude and grace. This ain’t ok. This 
sequence has become normal and is a reality for many misattributed “White Men” that I 
know personally.  

The student makeup of Wisconsin's flagship university reflects the demographics of 
Madison and the state in many ways but not in others. Naturally, a “Good College 
Experience” includes diversity of some kind, as long as it doesn’t harm others. The 
flagship charges more than the other UW system schools, and in some cases, a lot 
more. It hurts, but we have to give at least with inflation (whatever that is), and UW is 
dead center in tuition for the Big 10. That's pretty damn good for the worldwide 
competitor that it is. We do need to accommodate our own better, though. We need to 
accommodate our own a lot better. Seventy percent of the student body has been 
reserved for in-state students in past years. Now, the cap has been lifted and an 
unlimited amount of spots will be commissioned to more privileged out-of-state 
students. This past year, there were 3,618 spots given to Wisconsin residents, 618 from 
Minnesota, and 2,034 non-residents. Thank God I graduated when I did. Coasties have 
fundamentally different predispositions, politics and pay up to 3 times more for tuition 
and housing – which is often in newer private and highrise housing, instead of older 
dorms, nearby flats and apartments. Incoming students generally have much different 
understandings and motivations than locals, and have less concern for Wisconsinites 
and their culture. This offers them additional comforts, conveniences and peace of mind 
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– making studying and entering the workforce easier – while simultaneously stressing 
and forcing in-state students to move further away from their own state’s campus. Also, 
today, if you want a higher-paying Job “Right out of College” you have to do an 
Internship, which is most likely unpaid, while studying. What they don’t mention is that 
local students, who are of a lower socioeconomic status, also work jobs more often 
during school than out-of-state students. This means that someone like myself had a 
harder time getting in, had to work more than my counterpart, and work harder in order 
to reach a level that would negate the effects of their status. I’m not even talking about 
personal life, writing, music or film here. I’m just talking about being the “College Boy” 
from Wisconsin. 

Scholarships are about equally distributed among our currently defined Racial 
Categories, although there are more racially defined scholarships for minority students. 
That makes sense, though. I’d even say that’s great. Financial support is tougher to get 
the darker you are. However, there’s also been some concern because Black and 
Latino students have been as high as 500 times more likely to be admitted to UW than 
“White” and Asian students. I don’t agree with this guy’s point (in the reference), but the 
numbers are high. Yes, America has a history of slavery but Wisconsin does not, we 
can be proud of that, but we can all also agree that Southern slavery and Manifest 
Destiny have had a terrible effect on big groups of people across this landscape. We 
need to take care of our own better, especially for all the folks that’ve come to embrace 
the culture, study, work and enjoy life peacefully. The PEOPLE and Posse programs at 
UW bring in Black students but usually only a few hundred every year. That’s low. 
These programs are important and we can always do better, especially since that 500 
number is so high, and especially since Wisconsin has had one of the highest high 
school graduation rates for Low-Income students in America for years now. Admissions 
is a major issue here. 

I mean, Wisconsin is the Refugee State, we gotta embrace that! And, what some would 
say is more important than ethnic and socioeconomic representation in colleges, is the 
general lack of Native Americans. There are usually less than 30 Native American 
Students attending UW. That’s absolutely fucking unacceptable for the ancient 
homeland of the Western Hemisphere. Wisconsin is the past and present Heartland. 
No, there’s no trophy for not being Racist, or for not being Spineless, but neither is there 
for wasting money, for having a small dick, or for whatever these Pseudo-Intelligent 
Academics, Policy-makers and Executives justify their insecurities with… There will be 
benefits for nearly all of us if we can work this out in the Midwest. We are the training 
ground, so we should not be excluding or neglecting the perspectives of any of our 
people – especially if they are strongly connected to the land itself – as Native 
Americans typically are. We need a more involved effort from Admissions. Putting so 
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much emphasis on Racial Diversity is paradoxical and results in further segregation. Go 
make yourself a friend that has a noticeably different background than you, regardless 
of how they look, and see if you don’t learn more from them than your “White Friend” or 
your “Black Friend”. I love people of all hues and shapes, like I love the woods and 
lakes, but as it is in practice, this colorwheel shit ain’t working. The pallet is too limited. 
We need to draw outside the lines, and break stereotypes, not try to smash people into 
“Racial” categories and eliminate all non-Coastie culture that remains in America. 

The University of Wisconsin - Madison has issues, but is also amazing and I cherish the 
level that it has reached as an Institution. Anyone that claims to know about Education 
knows the name Wisconsin. Women have been a huge part of Wisconsin and UW 
culture. UW has often lead the way in collegiate female achievements and has accepted 
more women than many for many years now. I think that’s awesome, and not just 
because I think the woman is beautiful, but because women have only been able to 
attend college for a few hundred years and they've already been to the Moon, all around 
the world, from science to sport. There are too many things I could compliment women 
with. Wisconsin Women definitely don’t get the respect they deserve nationally. Now 
that Discover magazine moved its office from New York to Waukesha, WI (suburban 
Milwaukee) in 2013, I could see some of our outstanding women getting more 
mainstream buzz in the sciences. Wisconsin has a history of Brilliant Female Scientists. 
I know a lot of Female Scientists now, and I’m sure several will read this. I had at least 
as many female bosses as male bosses growing up. We need more ladies in the arts 
too though, and especially in Hip Hop – where Women are treated as Exhibitions like 
Black people. This is why I started “Bitties” and “Baddies” last year. Just considering the 
natural beauty and hard fought accomplishments of Wisconsin Women, I wanted to get 
some of their names out there, to give them some positive representation. Ladies offer a 
biologically different perspective than men, have natural empathy, creativity, and pay 
attention to detail. We need more of the female perspective. 

We do need somewhat of a 50/50 split overall. It is important to remember that women 
do have many privileges over men of the same socioeconomic status. Women have 
safer and less physically demanding occupations, and easier access to schools and 
jobs by way of community and government programs. The vast majority of Coastie 
“Daddy’s Girls” don’t ever have to work at all until age 22-30. That being said, the girls I 
grew up with started working as soon as they legally could or knew of someone with 
with a job available. If someone has not told you before, “Gold Diggers” do in fact flock 
to California. This is one of the most noticeable differences between the West Coast 
and Midwest. So many women around LA are not interested in self-improvement or 
fulfillment, but instead physical beautification and flipping the status quo – whatever it is. 
Based off some of our Democratic policies that granted advantages to underserved 
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demographics, and not others, many men don’t want a woman president because she 
might be either too ignorant, emotional or forgiving, which supposedly stems from this 
apparent female lack of life knowledge of the underside of society. 

I know for sure that Sex is an inherently different piece of Demographic Information than 
Race, Ethnicity, Age or Religion. We’ve known that in Science for a long time. Sex is the 
most definitive. Ya got what ya got. It might be this, that or even both, but you’re born 
with something – which is most often male or female. Women will probably always be 
different than men in this way, as they have a lot more natural Estrogen than 
Testosterone, so part of the assumption – by those lumping all women together – is that 
females don't have the hardware for the position. The concern is for the consistent 
resolute state of the president. Short of a joke here n there – the “She should be home 
cooking, cleaning and taking care of the kids” – is not seriously accepted in the 
Midwest, and definitely not in Wisconsin. Some men really just don't trust a pampered 
women, oblivious to live without daily favors, with behavior-changing hormones – with 
the nuclear launch codes. Of course, “Gender Roles” still play into our understanding of 
what we are all capable of, but as soon as someone shatters the archetype, we as 
Americans are competitive and will raise the bar from there on out. Men, as of now, are 
much more… predictable, I’ll say, than women. I also think a lot of anti-Feminism has to 
do with, again, a lot of widely embraced Feminism now stemming from toxic cultural 
idols of American Female History. 

Men are emotionally and physically destroyed at a young age so that we can survive 
later in life. But we do this to each other. Some lil boys attack women, and Donald 
Trump might be one of those people, who knows. But “Locker Room Talk” is as real as 
it gets. Anyone saying that it doesn’t happen comes from Coastieland. I think we as 
Men need to challenge Women to compete with us and not against each other (but not 
physically). I think this is the biggest factor behind the Modern Mainstream Woman 
– who wants the perks that American society grants her, reparations for marginalization, 
and a high-paying job. This is nowhere near reality for men, and definitely not for “White 
Men”. The women dying their hair all the time, doing their nails, covering their faces with 
makeup, getting implants and injections – all do it as a normalized result of their past 
exploitation in American history. I want women to know that I love them, and that I want 
them to do what they want, provided it’s constructive, but I also want women to know 
what exactly has happened and what is going on currently. Women were and are still 
are supposed to shut up and be beautiful in Coastie Culture. In the Midwest, we come 
from a much different place, and thus naturally you see much less of this Coastie 
Beautification, and generally a much more Natural, Skilled and Intelligent Woman with a 
Caring Spirit. Of course, some Midwestern Men want the “Pretty” stuff, which usually 
comes with a woman who wants to be “Skinny”, but that being said, in my experience, 
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our guys are moreso into “Thick” and/or “Fit” women (along with the other typical traits), 
meaning they want women to eat more than they want them to be Skinny. I’ve met a lot 
of Midwestern Women that like to “Eat” and/or “Stay Active”. We Midwestern Men want 
them to do both of those things. We also encourage Female Leaders of all kinds. But I 
think we, as Humans, need a fundamental change in understanding how we look at 
Feminism, and I think the Modern Mainline Coastie Feminist Movement could use an 
update in direction – a more Midwest direction. 

There are physiological differences between Men and Women, so some things are off 
the table at least for now (like merging the NBA and WNBA), but do we need another 
reminder that our women are strong, intelligent and independent? I love the ladies and 
so does Wisconsin. The state and University of Wisconsin - Madison were the first to 
finally grant “Equal Rights” to the ladies. Wisconsin the state, at UW-Madison, also had 
the first Openly Gay Female Chancellor, Biddy Martin, and Senator, Tammy Baldwin. 
Those two were just in this past decade. Biddy made waves while I was in college. She 
set up a surcharge on students from families making over 80k, a student exchange 
program with Iraq during the height of the war, cut UW’s contract with Nike over their 
Worker Abuses in Chinese factories and defended the University of Wisconsin system 
against Walker's budget cuts. Many are quick to forget all the incredible lady bosses 
we've chosen in the past. That or they're choosing ignorance and just don't have 
courage to make that next step. Or maybe they're forgiving the actions of all our past 
male presidents and leaders that directly hurt hundreds of millions of innocent people. 
We gotta lose the “Woman Bashing”, but again, jokes are fine if in the right situations. 
Stupid jokes like “Black people like Watermelon” and “Irish people like Potatoes” are 
really similar to jokes like “Women are Crazy” and “Women Drivers, No Survivors”. You 
know, emotionally. If you can’t laugh at the fact that women get more emotional over 
just about everything, you’re holding in a laugh. Of course women are emotional. They 
have different bodies and a history of non-inclusion in violent and dirty affairs. And who 
doesn’t like watermelon? I grew up on Watermelon. Who doesn’t like Potatoes? I grew 
up on Potatoes. See, it’s funny. But to find it funny, you have to understand all that I’m 
telling you now, and we can’t fall back on traditional gender roles, just like racial roles, in 
serious times when you have to make decisions – based on a lot of factors – that could 
be reduced to a simple government-supplied category under a snap decision. That’s like 
being the Cop that needs his “Quota” at the end of the month, who gets all 
self-righteous because he or she couldn’t learn and perform effectively. Males and 
Females: It’s time that we got educated as humans. That is the power that the Internet 
can offer – more information. Women and men are mentally capable of the same things. 
Women are just different than men. We definitely need to celebrate and explore more 
our Positive Female Leaders that outdo men – outright – in Intellect, Skill, Athleticism, 
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Art, and Politics. These are often Wisconsin and Midwest Women, and they deserve 
recognition, but also all women for their non-sexual, non-beauty related 
accomplishments. Now, some men are combating women, for being women. We need 
to look at each other as Humans. “Gender Equality” should be our goal here. A man 
should be able to stay home and care for a child, just as a women should be able to run 
a Fortune 500 Company. If we can all agree on that, we’re good. 

Hillary Clinton did have some controversy surrounding her decision making and 
character. That was a huge loss for her, especially among men, who had at least the 
previously mentioned things in mind. Hillary really turned a lot of people off with that. 
She didn't even visit Wisconsin during her campaign – one of the two (Indiana) places 
bordering her hometown of Chicago. Hillary showed no love. Her own staff said “It was 
Ignorance”. Also, other than her being female, no one was super fired up about Anglo 
Hillary Clinton to begin with. “Another Clinton” aka a Democratic Aristocrat was not 
much to get excited about for a Wisconsinite. I don’t know how many times I heard 
people say she only got her job because of Bill, and who's to question them, with her 
coming second in chronological order? Just not enough. 

Founder of the new Tea Party and Wisconsin's current governor Scott Walker (from 
Iowa by way of Colorado) didn't even back Trump. Last year, Trump told Walker that 
"his state has not performed well" in regard to the recent economic reform. Then Trump 
came at Walker again in March. That was it. 

“...it would have been like coming into Lambeau Field and taking a whack not only at 
Aaron Rodgers, but it would be even taking a whack, even though he's been gone for a 
while, at someone like Brett Favre. As much as some of us were frustrated when he 
(Favre) went to the (Minnesota) Vikings, in the end he’s still a Packer. We loved him 
when he came back last year.” 

- Scott Walker in April 2016 

“And not just going after me, and not just going after (Janesville Republican and House 
Speaker) Paul Ryan -- you can see the numbers in Paul’s district; people didn’t much 
care for that, either -- but he (Trump) really was going after us. Because in this state, 
Republicans, conservatives, a lot of independents, even a few discerning Democrats -- 
we won the recall, we won the re-election. It wasn’t about me, it wasn’t about a 
personality issue. It was about showing the world that common-sense conservative 
reform has worked.” 

I don’t know about all that but there are now 57,500 more jobs in Wisconsin and 
unemployment is lower than it was before the “Housing Market Crash” in 2007. Of 
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course he took credit for that. Scott Walker has done some fucked up things but he has 
also been in office during job creation.  

Donald Trump has also sent a steady wave of hate at Wisconsin’s Speaker of the 
House Paul Ryan of Janesville – so much that Ryan pretty much told Trump to keep his 
ass off the property. "Women are to be championed and revered, not objectified," Ryan 
said. Whatever Trump says, he wants both of these guys on his team, because these 
Wisconsin Republicans are the strongest voice behind the Republican Party. I wish all 3 
of em would read this, though… 

Income Division in Wisconsin has grown larger, Farming is more difficult, there are less 
Blue Collar jobs, we work more jobs for less money than a living wage, and the further 
marginalized Native American and urban Black populations are struggling to find jobs as 
they were in the 1930s. This is not just a local issue. Not at all. Scott Walker turned 
down Federal Funding for a High Speed Rail as his first order of business, blatantly 
taking a stand against both the environment and labor force of Wisconsin. He is also a 
fucking moron for backing a wall – and entertaining one across the border of Canada at 
that. Of course, his agenda drags into people’s minds… Just to name a few other 
things, he used sleight-of-hand and anti-Union rhetoric to crush Collective Bargaining 
for people across many industries of the state, attempted to erase the Progressive 
“Wisconsin Idea” from policy, eliminated the promising but underperforming "Film 
Credit" program, and cut $300 million from the University of Wisconsin flagship system 
budget. He’s “Pro-Life” in rape cases, shut down funding for Plan B, and has even 
talked about bringing "Chain Gangs" back. Wisconsin’s minimum wage is not on par 
with the “Living Wage” aspect of its 1913 “Minimum Wage Law”. It matches the Federal 
amount of $7.25, but with inflation it should be at $11, and considering “Worker 
Productivity” – between $18-22/hr. Walker is a disgusting human being, a liar and 
regressive extremist all at the same time. None of his actions or inactions are top 
reasons for a Wisconsinite voting Republican, but Walker’s old Anglo-Catholic-White 
personal agenda and carelessness often forces people into accepting an abridged 
viewpoint and dissonant polarized political stance as a consequence of Walker’s 
English-Coastie-Koch Brothers-Hate Mongering-Working Man’s Facade of a political 
platform. I’d make a better Governor than Walker, and I’ve never worked in Politics. 

I’m sure many of you reading this have heard of the “Wisconsin Recall Election” of 
2011, regarding Walker. His approval rating was sitting right at 50%, similar to the 
Democratic-Republican divide in the Trump election. The Walker Recall was also just 
the 3rd Recall attempt in the history of the United States. Such a perfect example of 
how conflicted the people of the Midwest currently are, but a typical reaction for 
Wisconsin. The Midwest is Protesting, as it always has. We are the voice of the people. 
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I wish I could conclude how much the 100,000+ Wisconsin folks did to band together at 
this time and Peacefully Protest as they did, White, Black, Brown, Yellow, Red, Purple, 
Pink, Christian, Jewish, Muslim and Buddhist. Keeping it positive and active was 
necessary, and it won’t ever be forgotten. But whatever way you choose to believe, 
people coming together like this is a powerful and meaningful thing, and Wisconsin has 
a rich history in it. We are not messing around. 

"Justly proud of its state university system for its institutional reputation and service to 
the state and its citizens, Wisconsinites also frequently regard it as a hotbed of 
radicalism and immorality. Demanding more of its public officials than most states public 
officials than most states in the way of intellectual clarity and probity, it also has a 
pronounced weakness for mavericks with colorful personalities.” 

Religion will always be important. As I’ve talked about, particular American Christian 
and Jewish communities have done a lot of harm. Evangelical Atheists are the most 
hypocritical people on this earth, though. Anyone can not believe in anything. This is not 
a difficult thing to do. That’s a privilege that needs accepting first, before attempting to 
put thoughts into the minds of others. I don't think we can blame Scientologists, Roth's 
Children or old families with old religion a whole, but our problems still partially stem 
from a White Anglo Saxon Protestant (WASP) English, Jewish (and Catholic) Culture 
that fills our nation’s high ranking positions – that speaks on behalf of large portions of 
our population. I do not have a problem with their ethnicity but I do have a problem with 
negative parts of their culture. Also keep in mind, I’m a minority nationally, but Black, 
Latino, Native and Asian folks are minorities locally and nationally. These folks don't 
look phenotypically similar enough to the predominant Yankee Culture of America or 
prevailing German makeup of the Midwest. Muslim and Gay folks are minorities to the 
same extent, but religion and sexual orientation are generally not as outright noticeable 
as physical appearance. Many of our most successful domestic movements have been 
united through religion, and specifically, Christianity. Remember this. I’ve seen 
Christians promoting Unity and Peace, and providing for the Community. I’ve seen 
“White” and Black and Brown Christians doing this. I’ve seen the Jewish and Buddhist 
communities speaking out against injustice. But I have not seen many Media or 
Government offices doing this. That’s an issue in itself. You don’t have to believe in God 
to believe in Good. 

They pit us against each other on the ground level in many ways. Like dogs. I’ve listed 
hundreds, maybe thousands in this piece alone. Coasties, and their story of Protestants 
vs. Catholics and Jews, is ancient, slow, backwards, and far outdated to how we have 
experienced and view religion now across America, especially in the Midwest, and 
especially in Wisconsin. I’m not even sure who the fuck Bill Maher (New Jersey) is 
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talking to most of the time… He and his Coastie Fanbase describe themselves as 
“Practical” and Libertarian. He has made some good points, especially in regard to Gun 
Safety, Profiling, Prostitution and Gambling, but his unflinching, slanted attack on 
Religion is suspect at the very least. Maher’s Hate Speech towards the hundreds of 
millions of “Christians” – many of whom have lived far more difficult and physically 
contributive lives than he – shows just how uneducated he is. Maher also supports the 
Death Penalty but hates Hunters. The irony of this man. Again, White Collar Hypemen 
(Placeholders) like this are often given attention just because they’re saying anything 
different, not because they’re exceptional to the status quo based on innovation, merit 
or even work ethic. Maher is smart but heavily flawed. 

This recent Inter-Republican Tension alone shows the tragic incongruence within the 
Party. The important Government, Education and Prison Reform, Collective Bargaining, 
Voter ID, Welfare, Employment, Athletics and Environmental issues are all hugely 
important to Wisconsin Republican politicians today but weren’t deemed (by Coasties) 
as important as the mess coming out of Trump's mouth. What the fuck are the people of 
Wisconsin supposed to think? The Old Money and Racists of the East and West 
Coasts, and South, once again lumped us in with them. So with a lack of enthusiasm for 
two candidates, neither of which we wanted, many swayed to Trump due to his polarity 
and physical presence. It was the Coastie Vultures that gave their whole support to 
Clinton over Sanders. Also, our Republican population voted for Ted Cruz over Donald 
Trump, 35% of them saying they were scared of a Trump Presidency. Again, the 
Coasties chose Trump over Cruz. So Wisconsin, since I could vote, went for Obama 
every time, Bernie Sanders in this past Primary, and Donald Trump in this Presidential 
Election. What do all these candidates have in common? They're pushing heavy Reform 
and Change. Why is Wisconsin voting for such people? Because they’re getting the 
“Raw End Of The Deal” and these people “Might Shake Things Up” and turn the page 
on this Coastie sideshow bullshit. If you think the National Democratic or Republican 
Party heavily favors or represents Wisconsin in this age, you’re fucking aloof. Voting hit 
near a 20-year low this time around in the Presidential Election, dropping from 70-58%, 
following the highest voter turnout for a Presidential Primary since 1972. After a 
semester on the UW-Madison campus, which has recently voted 80% Democratic (in a 
city that consistently votes 70% Democratic), almost 20% of freshman left wing student 
voters move further right. And, as with everything else, the Midwest is much more 
Independently-minded when giving alliance to a national political party. There should 
not be an exact 50/50 split… in anything. Even with gender, we have to consider the 
LGBT community. God bless em. This Split Platform is broken, and a sign of a National 
Oligarchy. Not good. A lot of these votes would come together under another platform, 
with this “Side of the story” in mind. The same goes for the Midwest, goes for a big part 

126 

http://www.dailycardinal.com/article/2016/11/student-voters-beat-2012-turnout-on-election-day
http://www.npr.org/2016/04/05/473165665/wisconsin-primary-cruz-sanders-look-to-stop-their-leading-rivals
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/in-wisconsin-walkers-anti-union-law-has-crippled-labor-movement/2015/02/22/1eb3ef82-b6f1-11e4-aa05-1ce812b3fdd2_story.html%20ultimately
http://m.motherjones.com/politics/2016/03/map-primary-results-road-white-house-democrats-republicans-states


of the West, and a lot of the South. We need someone, or future someones, to at least 
consider all that I’m saying. And these people will have to be from the Working Class. 
No more Racist, Nativist Idiots. No more Aristocrats. 

Folks are politically active in the Midwest, and especially Wisconsin, but our folks get no 
respect nationally, even though we definitely deserve it much more than anywhere else 
in America. Ohio has sent 7 Presidents to the White House. The states of Illinois, Iowa, 
Missouri and Nebraska have all raised Presidents on their soil, and 7 Presidents have 
chosen to affiliate with a Midwestern state over their own while in office. My ethnic 
group has been historically underrepresented in national government. There has never 
been a President from Wisconsin, of Scandinavian descent, or of the Lutheran faith, and 
only one President of obvious German descent – who killed and committed Mass 
Genocide against other Germans for America during “World War II”. We haven't had a 
Female or Latino President yet either. We have a lot of work to do. 

Segregation naturally happens when a new group enters an area but it's harmful when 
forced. We do not live in a “Post-racial society”. We have “Race” written in countless 
pieces of policy to alleviate a social phenomenon. Some are convinced that the playing 
field is level enough for everyone to make their way at this point. With The Internet and 
tech boom in the United States, the Fed can reach more people in more places than 
ever before. Social progress can be hard to track or touch but we do have easier 
access. We can easily associate with people from all backgrounds online. This quickly 
turns into a popularity contest, but don’t expect intelligent people to take you seriously if 
you think The Internet is “Good” or “Bad”. It’s The Internet, it’s technology. Are Cell 
Phones and Automobiles politically charged pieces of technology as well? We just need 
to recognize what’s going on. Another common misconception – the “Average 
American”. This is used in serious conversation by college-educated people despite the 
fact the various parts of our country are so wildly different. Measurably different. Even 
so, what they usually mean is something along the lines of “Hetero White Male”, a 
demographic that usually does not receive direct benefit from racial, gender-based and 
religious government affirmative action and welfare programs. The mere exposure 
effect is implicit to the benefit of this type of policy, and of course there might be some 
lingering separatist resistance to inclusion by some groups, but resistance to additional 
government programs is by and large moreso for economic reasons in the Midwest. An 
increase in people and public programs means an increase in government spending, 
which almost always means an increase in taxes. That means more competition as well. 
Whether someone comes from the country, city, coast or outside of it isn't as important 
as fixing the state deficit and balancing the budget to some folks. The idea of 
overpopulation (or gentrification) is not inherently Racist but rather a concern for the 
living conditions of an already established people who have most likely never done any 
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direct harm to a minority population. For instance, look at the last names of most Black 
people: English and Spanish. The negativity surrounding our country’s “General 
Population” is blown way out of proportion – in order to satisfy “Society” (shortened 
version of “High Society”) – and literally write off half of our country off as Racist, 
Xenophobic, Violent and Scared of Change. Where are the wealthiest and most 
powerful people on Earth – the American Coasts and South, Europe, Israel and Saudi 
Arabia. They need something to hate other than themselves, so they create it. Or 
maybe look no further for the people than those trying so desperately hard to get us to 
speak with “Proper English”, as if we’re all going to write government policy and publish 
novels for mainstream distribution. English is fine but Homogeneity ain’t a Utopia. Don’t 
get it twisted. We need something for the books and for policy, but we need also more 
options in terms of linguistic expression. Would you consider me illiterate? Why are 
there not more books like this? Why are the most widely distributed written works 
usually created by an easily measurable demographic? 

In Wisconsin, and the Midwest, folks do not identify ethnically as American or “White” 
unless they are of Yankee descent or a mix of many different European ethnicities. Or 
it’s the Fourth of July. Or if country music is playing. But otherwise, we are Badgers, 
Cheeseheads, Wisconsinites, Ho-Chunk, Chippewa, Potawatomi, German, Norwegian, 
Polish, Black, Mexican, Hmong, Italian, Welch, Jewish, Samoan, Finnish, Irish and so 
on -American. “White” is an English and Jewish constructed Racial Category, not an 
ethnicity. The “White Culture” was framed by them, for them. Back home, if I called 
myself “White”, I might be describing my skin tone, a proficiency or deficiency at a 
particular skill, having or lacking knowledge of a culture other than my own… but it does 
not imply Racial Supremacy. Actually, over anything, it’s usually used in a 
self-depreciating way – especially by country folks. It’s “I’m too White” or “not Black 
enough” to do something. Those somethings mainly include Music, Dance, Fashion, 
Progressive Politics and Athletics. And of course, as soon as a “White Boy” gets into 
“Hip Hop” and associates with Black people, he is considered to be “Trying to be Black”, 
a “Wigger” and a “Wannabe”. If a Black Man speaks with “Proper English” or gets 
involved in “White Enterprise”, he is “Trying to be White” and an “Oreo”. We in the 
Midwest need to embrace our interest in each other and rep our shit. Enough with their 
shit. We need to speak up and collaborate across the “Racial Lines” that the Coasties 
have drawn between us. The second someone stereotypes me as “White”, regardless 
of their color, and says one of these things, I wonder what they would think if I woulda 
fired back with “You can’t trust Germans”, something about “Black People Time”, or a 
joke about “Dirty Mexicans”. What I try to do, if I don’t piss em off, is calmly explain to 
them why what they’re saying is factually wrong. But Coasties continue to bash the fine 
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folks of Wisconsin der and da Midwest der, carelessly tossing stereotypes around – that 
have deeply rooted cultural implications – just like Donald Trump does. 

While the Midwest is heavily “Racially Segregated”, the region is more level in almost 
every single other measurable modern “Liberal” category. Of course the Midwest hosts 
the “Most Violent Cities”, but it also hosts the “Best Places To Live” and “Strongest 
Middle Class”. The Midwest has the Least Segregated Creative, Service and Working 
Classes. Occupational Segregation is highest on the East and West Coast. The West 
has by far the most Economic and Educational Segregation, Unemployment and 
Government-funded Families. Twenty percent of our nation's homeless live in California, 
and lemme tell ya, these “New Poor” of LA are ridiculously rude and lazy compared to 
the homeless living in the Midwest. The Hillbilly in that reference wrote about it too. 
Between a Hillbilly and Cheesehead, I’m sure we can figure this out. Actually, they joke 
about this in It’s Always Sunny In Philadelphia as well, and I’ve even heard from several 
Pennsylvania natives before that they even consider themselves Midwestern, in order to 
separate themselves from associations with the East Coast and “The City” – which is 
New York over there. I’ve offered many folks food and money out in LA, and more often 
than not, instead of gratitude or humility, I’m returned with disgust or solicitations for 
more. Most of these Vacation Homeless lay around all day, basking and sleeping in the 
sun, exploiting any and all social resources, heckling passing traffic and giving foul 
looks to everyone who passes by. Try that in Wisconsin and you’ll literally die. Some are 
Vets, and some have Mental or Physical Disabilities, but most hate everyone, and I can 
see why. I also experienced a big reason for the housing shortage, and personally took 
on a team of California “Slumlords” last year, gaining much of my knowledge from 
personal experience, but also several consultations with BASTA, local papers, blogs, 
LAMC, RSO, HCIDLA, LADBS, city department heads and the DA. None were willing to 
help pro-bono as they advertised, though. They hook you in with false advertisement 
and then hold all help for ransom. I also researched Public Housing and Section 8 – for 
my own wellbeing – only to find it closed with a 2-year backup. Then I checked out SRO 
to discover its sharp decline and similar waitlist. Progress moves like a snail for 
individual efforts in California. They say “It’s All About Who You Know” all the fucking 
time out here. That should be the California state motto. I mean… California elected a 
foreign-born body builder-movie star as their governor and they consider themselves to 
be leaders in social progress. C’mon man. The vast majority of pornstars are from the 
coasts, even though I've been told time after time again that they all come from small 
Midwestern towns in search of big city dreams in Hollywood. Porn (West Coast) is an 
extremely Misogynistic and Racist industry – just like Hollywood. Coastie Feminists 
have been deflating the movement since the 1920s, exploiting privileges and harmful 
recreational drugs – pushing their simple-minded agenda to the forefront of the 
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movement – disrespecting the body and mind of Midwestern, and all, strong women. 
Coasties reignited the modern NIMBY movement as well, comparing their petty 
annoyances with Public Transportation, Parks and Low-Income Housing to the situation 
of The Christian Space Monitor activists – who assembled to oppose the construction of 
a potentially disastrous Power Plant in Chicago. The Basic Needs required by Hipsters 
is one of the biggest forces behind Urban Gentrification. Yuppies or Metros or Hipsters, 
or whatever they call themselves nowadays, move to the city much more often from the 
suburbs than the country, thus expecting comparable privileges to where they're from. 
Real Estate Salesmen and Contractors are thus inclined to renew and push old 
buildings, creating an aesthetically pleasing facade of urbanism for the new high-paying 
Coastie-inspired tenants, who want to feel like they’re progressive, but only take the 
out-of-reach housing that’s too high for locals and country folk. These people live 
around but apart from the Urban Culture – that deeply ingrained locals have survived in 
and had no choice but to embrace. The Coasties and Southerners host the most hate 
groups by a long shot (California, Florida, Georgia, New Jersey and New York). Of 
course the new White Nationalist Nazi saluters are based on the East Coast (Boston) 
and were built on a following in Texas. This deeply confused man doesn't have a thread 
of a connection to the German-American culture (like Donald Trump), but of course, 
they receive more coverage than myself or any other positive leader from the actual 
community, and the media will place his actions on all Germans and on all “White Men”. 
Despite the insane discrimination that all people in the Midwest face, and despite being 
discredited for being the most positive force in America, and despite facing the real 
privilege that Coasties have, and the hate that they have created in Midwestern 
Communities – the Midwest still hosts the forefront leaders in "Green Energy". 

There will always be people out there saying and doing stupid shit, making the news for 
a Social Media Post, Blackface, Tagging or Beating on someone for the color of their 
skin or personal beliefs. Just the other day, in the heart of Los Angeles, as I was 
walking down the street to the grocery store, an SUV full of young Black men screeched 
to a stop next to me and yelled out “Buh! Buh! Buh!” – as if they were shooting me with 
guns. If you're into those kinda stories, they're out there and will be for a while. Know 
this though: I hear and see a lot more “Hate Crime” shit out here in Los Angeles, 
California than I ever heard or saw anywhere in Wisconsin or the Midwest. And I’ve 
been all around the Midwest. This is on the day to day, in the areas that claim to be 
more “Liberal” than anywhere else in America. “We’re like, more liberal here,” they say. 
They are lying. Sometimes, I’ll tell Angelinos that this is Mexico, just to remind them, 
and they look at me like I'm crazy. Even in this day and age, they don’t even welcome 
– in conversation – the people who they enslaved and pushed off their land. Young, 
middle aged and old men alike in Los Angeles try to tell me that women are naturally 
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less intelligent and skilled than men – that all women are Gold Digging Whores. My ex 
is/was a whore, literally, and even I don’t think that. Or they blame their ails on Gay Men 
or the Homeless. This is shit I never heard back home in serious conversation. These 
Coasties deadass think that I’m on their team, or whatever, because I have lighter skin, 
and can mask my accent and culture well enough to gain their meaningless social 
approval. With Coasties, it’s manifestation over analyzation, sympathy over empathy, 
reaction over action – Male and Female. For example, I’ve been called Nazi in Cali 
more times in under 2 years than in my entire previous existence as a Wisconsin 
German in Wisconsin. I didn’t think that was possible. They’re not joking out here either. 
If I tell them I’m German – I’m automatically a Nazi. This is their thought process. These 
Coasties are literally comparing me to a Nazi, and Adolf Hitler, and think that they have 
merit to do so. And they think it’s ok. The Openly Embraced Hate Speak in LA is worse 
than Southern Indiana. We have some of the shit in the Midwest, that’s for sure, but it is 
nowhere close as bad as it is in Sunny California. And, as a matter of fact, my harshest 
critics during college were from the East Coast. Both coasts have essentially the same 
culture in my generation. They sound the same. They act the same. They care about 
the same things. And they hate the Working Class. 

They love to put our culture in the national spotlight as a niche of naive militant people. 
We're the Activists, Addicts, Serial Killers, Criminals, Commies, Socialists, Crazies, 
White Boys, Thugs, Cheeseheads, Hicks, and every other negative typecast they can 
put on us. They portray us as an evil force to minority, female and gay communites. 
We’re Trash, Garbage, Refuse – Runoff. Outside of mentioning our Surface Level 
Culture of Sports, Drinking and Food – as they vacation around our state to enjoy “The 
Seasons” – they don’t have a fucking clue what everyday life is like for us. To them, 
we’re just the “Dairy State”, the “Cheese State”, the “Badger State” with the “#1 Party 
School”. To them, we hold the title for “Drunkest State” and “Drunkest Cities”, and have 
more liquor stores and bars per capita than anywhere else in America, so on and so 
forth… But they’re not only satisfied with mediocrity, they’re braggadocious of their 
jaded, sloppy, incomplete work. These overfunded, undereducated adult children have 
always been America’s problem. They’re just really fucking good at playing dress up 
and pretending to be important. 

I have met plenty of amazing people from the coasts. I think that HipHopDX has some 
of the most phenomenal Writers, Reps and Leaders in the field. The majority of 
employees are Black, and tend to think deeper and collaborate more than their 
competition. That’s partially due to the platform and partially due to Hip Hop. It’s also the 
background (Canadian), approach and recruiting (North Carolina). These folks also 
gave me a shot when no one else would. DX is a game changer, and I know I can’t 
expect that from everyone, and definitely not the parasitic Alt-News blasting roleplayers 
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that are the norm in Hip Hop, but we can all make an effort to be more objective when it 
comes to who and how we appreciate and criticize, and show thanks in all areas of life, 
to all people, for all the constructive contributions they make. Many folks I've worked 
with around LA have been incredible. I met some dope individuals at UW too. These are 
not Coasties. These are individuals – members of their own respective communities 
– speaking from tradition and personal experience, with personality, considering all 
factors. These are the teams we need more of. Not all people from the Coasts are 
Coasties, only the vast majority. 

Still, vultures come swooping into the Mid in mass numbers to snatch our Work Ethic, 
Local Speak, Voice and Customs. Then they turn around and disregard us as they 
move onto the newest Trend. They fly into our nicest neighborhoods, seclude 
themselves from the Local Community, cherry pick what they like and then attribute 
their immediate, pigeonholed experience to the entire city, state, region and culture. 
They’re largely allowed to perpetuate false stereotypes without the fear of national 
scrutiny, as they're coming down on us instead of up against actual adversity. They are 
from the Government-funded Populace, we are not. By the time these people fly back to 
their comfy White Collar Sanctuaries, they have a million pictures of them “Slumming It” 
or “Up North”, a smile and new politics to use as tools to fabricate the most impressive 
story they can onto the elite who have otherwise have no contact with us – who only 
see portrayals of us by way of Mass Media and their fellow Coasties. The 
somewhat-Transplants Whine, Whine, Wine, and then "Cheese!" Generally, they try to 
semi-reflect local culture, while criticizing it. Coasties are also known for expressing 
hatred towards community and religion, employing passive aggression in serious 
conversation, and using their privilege and deception in education and business to 
shortcut their competition (“Locals” aka “Townies”). Coasties have the pocketbook, 
social power, government and media. We're trained to respect them. The birds, with 
every advantage, come migrating in flocks with a plan: “Blend in with and appropriate 
the local culture, so that I can have fun, build a resume, and create a facade opaque 
enough to reflect importance – that will land me a full time job in my preferred ‘Career’ 
field right out of college”. Coasties don’t work until they’re done with college, though. 
That would “Get in the way of their education”. 

“Are you still in Madison?" – a question I only ever got from Coasties. They insult us 
literally and with undertones. Then they turn around to gear up for our “Game Days” and 
“Tailgating”. Come Summertime, it’s “Festy Season”, and “The Northwoods”, and 
maybe some good ole fashioned “Porch Sitting” if they elect to stay. Milwaukee is “The 
City of Festivals”, and “Summerfest” the 3rd largest music festival in the world behind 
Mawazine in Morocco and “Donauinselfest” in Austria, but they even discredit us for 
that. We don’t even make the bottom of their Festy lists. Our festivals are a lot different 
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than “Coachella” and “Burning Man” though, in that they are based on an authentic 
ethnic and/or cultural tradition. Every year, between May - October, this is what 
happens in "Festival Country" (not including 4th of July, indoor-only or sporting events, 
and those with 5,000 or less attendees). Still too slow to realize what Wisconsin Culture 
is? This list should help. Wisconsin’s population is 5.7 million. This is what 
entertainment culture, with almost zero help from the industry, looks like. Many of these 
are the largest festivals of their kind in America. 

“Summerfest” : 1,000,000, 800+ acts, all 
types of music on Lake Michigan 
“Wisconsin State Fair” : 1,000,000 
“Summerset” : 900,000, only a few 
years old 
“EAA AirVenture” : 500,000 
“Taste of Madison” : 250,000, on Capitol 
Square 
“Bastille Days” : 200,000 
“Country USA” : 200,000 
“Bratfest” : 150,000 brats 
“Irish Fest” : 130,000 
“Concerts on the Square” : 110,000 
“Festa Italiana” : 100,000 
“Oktoberfest” : 100,000 
“German Fest”  : 85,000 
“Mexican Fiesta” : 80,000 
“Country Jam USA” 80,000 
“Milwaukee Film Festival”  : 75,000 
“Shake the Lake” : 75,000 
“Bayfield Applefest” : 60,000 
“Saint Patrick's Day Parade” : 60,000 
“Mile of Music”  : 50,000 
“Dane County Fair” : 50,000 
“Milwaukee Juneteenth” : 40,000 
“Hodag Country Festival” : 40,000 
“Freakfest” : 30,000 
“Wisconsin Film Festival” : 30,000 
“Country Thunder” : 30,000 
“Country on the River”  : 25,000 

“Eaux Claires” : 20,000 in 1st year, de 
Bon Iver’s Justin Vernon 
“Chippewa Falls Oktoberfest” : 20,000 
“Country Fest”  : 20,000 
“Lifest” : 15,000, Christian fest 
“Rock Fest” : 15,000 
“Syttende Mai Arts and Crafts Fair” : 
10,000, 
“Corn Fest” : 10,000 
“Eagle River Cranberry Fest” : 10,000 
“Oconomowoc Festival of the Arts” : 
10,000 
“Cow Chip Arts and Crafts Fair” : 10,000 
“Spirit of the St. Croix Art Festival” : 
10,000 
“Spring Green Arts & Crafts Fair” : 
10,000 
“Mount Horeb Art Fair” : 10,000 
“Midsummer Festival of the Arts” : 
10,000 
“Wo Zha Wa Days” : 10,000 
“Cedarburg Wine & Harvest Festival” : 
10,000 
“Warrens Cranberry Festival” : 10,000 
“Prime Choice Craft Show” : 10,000 
“Pantherfest” : 10,000 
“Lumberjack World Championships” : 
10,000 
“Strawberry Festival” : 10,000 
“Balloonfest” : 10,000 
“Fall Festival Weekend” : 10,000 
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“Autumn Harvest Fest” : 10,000 
“St. Croix Art Festival” : 10,000 
“Mount Horeb Art Fair” : 10,000 
“Winnebagoland Art Fair” : 5-10,000 
“Arts and Crafts Fair” : 5-10,000 
“Fall Heritage Festival” : 5-10,000 
“Musky Jamboree” : 5-10,000 
“Holy Hill Arts and Crafts Fair” : 
5-10,000 
“Driftless Area Art Festival” : 5-10,000 
“Green Lake Harvest” : Fest 5-10,000 
“Faire on the Green” : 5-10,000 
“Waupaca Arts on the Square” : 
5-10,000 

“Middleton Good Neighbor Festival” : 
5-10,000 
“Cheese and Sausage Fall Family Fest” 
: 5-10,000 
“Mount Horeb Fall Heritage Festival” : 
5-10,000 
“Greensville Fall Craft Fair” : 5-10,000 
“Lakefront Artist Fair” : 5-10,000 
“Downtown Baraboo Fair on the Square” 
: 5-10,000 
“Art in the Green” : 5-10,000 
“Festival of Spring” : 5-10,000 
“Winnebagoland Art Fair” : 5-10,000 

 
Rural life is harder than living in the city, yet there's been this mainstream idea floating 
around, at least during my lifetime, that it's the other way around. One moves from the 
country to the city if one has the socio-economic status that the big city permits. 
Entering the city, you’re also lumped into a demographic with many other groups who 
often have starkly different views and experiences than you do. City folk dislike 
outsiders. One enters the city by becoming a measurable statistic. You face competition 
as an independent of a Foreign Culture and either “Assimilate” to a certain point or “Go 
Home”. These problems exist in the reverse scenario but not to the same extent. 
Underneath it all, the Coastie argument sometimes boils down to a simple: “We have 
more people, so do what we want, because we’re considered the pioneers of everything 
in the 21st Century by the status quo.” 

As a social mask, Coasties employ the “Resting Bitch Face”, a Privilege Frown of sorts, 
where one is Pretend-Sad in an exclusive, out of reach situation for the general public. 
Coasties try to appear sad in order to create the idea, in our, but also their minds, that 
they have serious impending problems stemming from the discord in their lives. It’s 
sorta like the “Duck Face”, which is usually employed by those who lack authentic 
romance and relationships in their lives. Wealth and abundance should be celebrated, 
according to their politics, as they support capitalism and emotional expression, yet 
these are the same people frowning at the Working Class as they go about their days, 
saying “I love you” to everyone except their romantic partner or family. This is largely 
because genuine expression takes effort. Relationships take emotional maturity, a 
commitment of honesty, self-control and genuine vulnerability. Out in LA, I see a lot of 
models, actors and otherwise White Collar workers purposely looking depressed, or 
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trying extremely hard to invent a new mental or physical disorder to claim. They’re born 
rich, healthy and make a point to talk about diets, food, workouts and mental illness a 
lot. They dress in designer clothing and avoid genuine interaction and communication 
with the general public whenever possible. I’ve met musicians, cashiers, bankers, store 
owners, journalists, doctors and dentists out in Cali that do this exact same thing. By no 
means is it everyone, but it’s very fashionable right now among Millennial Coasties, and 
I think it partially stems from the “Rock Star” mentality of the ‘80s, which I’ll get to. 

Most working people in Cali are concerned with the top level of Maslow's Hierarchy of 
Needs. They’re typically either the Covert-Racist-Democrat or Social Justice Warrior 
(SJW) kind. Both types fold over their ideals like origami as soon as they see a crease. 
The Racists expose themselves to me all the time. The SJWs fight for “Equality” 
politically but won’t blink an eye to talk down on anyone for nothing at all. They go, 
“Yea, everyone’s got an ego out here”, indifferent or even proud. These people are 
given huge advantages from Day 1 yet they foster below average skillsets, work ethic, 
creativity and education. It must be because they spend so much time grooming 
themselves, dress in such extensively planning outfits and whine loudest – because 
that’s the only consistency I see among those with an “Ego”. I’m confident, and 
confidence is great, but an ego is as positive a quality as one of those annoying guys 
with the uncontrolled libido. I have more testosterone than most Earthen Men but I’m 
not constantly talking about casual sex or forcing uncomfortable sexual conversations 
on women all day. I’m not whining about everyone else’s lack of virility or prowess in the 
bedroom. Why not? Because that’s some weak lil boy shit. Donald Trump Shit. I love to 
get cocky and clown around when I can. Expressing pride and humor is a big part of 
Midwestern culture. We rep the hardest, we go through the most, and we are definitely 
the funniest. At the same time, just one part of our journey can overshadow our 
accomplishments, since we are so exceptional as a culture. I actually don’t really want 
fame as it is now. I’m a “Local Celebrity” and I love that, and I wholeheartedly 
appreciate every ounce of support that y’all amazing folks pass my way, but I would 
much rather share that love than hog it to myself. I want everyone to feel like a celebrity 
and have the power of association. It takes a real trough eating pig or chickenshit too fat 
to leave the nest to farm their community under these current conditions. Self-absorbed 
Coasties and their Light Despairs float around everywhere in Coastieland, filling our 
brains with their poison on the daily. I’m Beef. I got alotta stomachs bigger than my eyes 
and I plan to fill em all up. They are not on The People’s side. To each their own, so go 
“Get Money” if that’s as far as your brain can function, but ay, we all gotta know 
somebody to reach the next level, and you’re lying to yourself if you think that you and 
your money are the only things that have helped and/or been there for you. You are 
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thinking how I was thinking – when I got my first paycheck in my early teen years – 
around age 11 or so. Also, if you are “All About The Money”, you are literally not “Real”.  

Let’s look the other largest North American agrarian society next to the Midwest 
– Mexico. Mexicans are often lumped in with all Latinos. There’s no room for freedom 
for thought there. In old Spain, the Muslims enslaved the Christians and vice versa. 
Then the Spanish and Portuguese Conquistadors built their “Encomienda” system of 
servitude in the Caribbean, Central and South America. But most Latin American 
nations in the New World went to a form of dependent independence from slavery, not 
into an industrial revolution, but to a lot more “Civil War”, then into states of martial law. 
The Black, Native and “mixed-race” people became the most impoverished, working in 
mines and on small farms, or on Haciendas “Plantations” for wealthy “Great Owners”. 
Strong ethnic groups lead by Caudillos fought each other in a long series of revolts 
against the Conservative Catholic state, although the most marginalized populations 
didn’t participate as directly in political uprisings. California (Mexico) had gold, Mexico 
had silver, and there was a Railroad Boom just like the U.S. Then there was a Labor 
Movement in the city, and Unionization, while the vast majority of impoverished were 
still living in rural communities. The rural ethnic enclaves benefited little from booms and 
manufacturing but continued to be a target of their government and the U.S. (United 
Fruit Company). The “Great Depression” shook the world, hurting the rural and native 
folks the most. Then Communism plagued with corruption lead to U.S. backlash. Even 
though policy was Progressive, the framing of all Communists as immoral made Cuba 
and other communities easy targets of hate speech and propaganda. Anti-Imperialist 
Socialism has been rapidly rising since the ‘90s. The rural people went to war for many 
years in Latin America, and have been fighting monopolistic seed companies and the 
U.S. government (International Monetary Fund) since. From 2002 to 2015, billionaires 
increased by 21% per year in Latin America, although most accounts are still held 
offshores. 

I first started speaking Spanish at work to help our abundance of Latino customers… in 
Wisconsin! Wisconsin is interesting in that it’s one of the only places in the country that 
fosters many different rural farming subcultures within its borders. Of course, there are 
the many Native American tribes, then the Cornish, Amish, German, Polish, Irish, 
Icelandic, Norwegian, Chinese and Hmong. Now the Mexicans have started working on 
Midwestern farms, as all of these people have been doing for years. So what about the 
Mexicans? Their past Spanish Catholic Fathers were eerily similar to the Protestant 
English Fathers we had in the United States. The varying and covert adversity that they 
face, and movements that they get behind, are much more like those out of Great Lakes 
than the West Coast or Southwest. Being the size that it is, having its diverse economy, 
and considering how close the culture center is to an affluent part of the U.S. border 
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(California glamour and Texas oil), we need to concentrate more on similarities between 
Mexicans and Midwesterners. Super critical. Muy importante. The Mexican community 
has aligned more with the Black community during this nation-long Color War, but like 
the Black community, the Mexican community will find solidarity with the Midwest – in 
the city or elsewhere. 

Wisconsin is still known for maintaining more Family Farms than most of the country, 
but today, the vast majority of American farmers are Commercial Farmers, forcing 
commercial output from non-commercial “competitors”. With rising competition, rising 
prices of machinery, seed, herbicides, and irrigation on top of the regular struggles of 
the backbreaking work – farming has become extremely difficult for the Rural 
Entrepreneurs. Dairy Farming also takes a greater commitment of Time than most 
forms of agriculture, and requires Scientific and Technological knowledge. Big families 
are no longer financially viable situations for the Working Class. Running a Family Farm 
has also become increasingly difficult, and the average household size for independent 
workers is declining, causing new problems. And who is holding these large 
conglomerates liable for Obamacare? Family farmers weren’t given government health 
insurance in the past, so they had to pick up another full-time job just to cover their ass. 
Now, Obamacare would hypothetically take care of that, but since most farmworkers are 
undocumented Mexicans, it adds a whole other complication when they’re required to 
account for their workforce. The Fed imposed the “Death Tax” aka “Estate Tax” that 
affects farmers similar to other estates of that dollar amount, but only the wealthiest 
ones. Question has arose regarding that. Regardless of so much noise coming in from 
all sides, and a few years of more people leaving the state than coming in, a group of 
20,000+ gathered at this gigantic rally called "Day Without Latinos" in Madison, WI in 
early 2016. Wisconsin farmers need Mexicans to do the work that their large families 
once handled. Many of the Latino immigrant workers have made their way north to work 
side by side with Wisconsin family farmers, and now, Mexican-Americans make up a 
higher percentage of the population in Wisconsin than in Minnesota and Michigan. Now, 
the various colored farmers fight for rights together, unificado. 

Folks are tough and thrifty outta Wisconsin. There's less access to Transportation, 
Private Schooling, Government Programs, Media, Entertainment, and all Cities are 
Under 500,000. It's the combination of a Disconnected Working Class Economy, paired 
with Race-Based Government Programs and National Under-Representation that 
makes it seem like The World Is Against The Wisconsinite. They're being attacked from 
all sides, told that they’re Wrong, Don’t Matter, and ultimately, exist. Wisconsin is not 
wrong to be mad. This move by Wisconsin is Anti-Wall Street, Anti-Hollywood, 
Anti-Mass Media, Anti-White Supremacy, Anti-Washington, Anti-Big Banking and 
Corporate Business. “Folks are sick of it”. The catalyst is Major Change. Cheeseheads 
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are the Soldiers, Creators, Teachers, Artists and Unsung Heroes. If anything 
exemplifies that America ain’t a Meritocracy, it's that this Highly Educated Working 
Class, Politically Active, Self-Starting Community and Culture struggles with anything at 
all. The Midwest maintains the beating Heartland of our country, but folks are slowly 
dying, breaking their backs working full time for their entire lives, whilst living in a 
regional war zone plagued with a drug epidemic and corrupt politics, as an 
underrepresented and underserved working class economy located in the harshest 
climate in the country (behind Alaska) – all for (maybe) a shit Social Security check – as 
those who write and represent them own 3 homes, fly around the world in private jets, 
blowing millions on clothing, food and other fufu bullshit. Wisconsin modernized 
Western Thought and Politics, and operates the most innovative, expansive, affordable 
Public University in the country. Coasties represent us as dumb drunk "Wiskys" (or 
“Sconnies” – a popular clothing brand). UW creates more Fortune 500 CEOs than most 
Ivy Leagues. They call us fat Cheesehead "Hicks". We founded and fuel our nation's 
collegiate and professional athletics. They say we know nothing about food. We harvest 
the crop that North America eats, brew the beer that it drinks, write the recipe, cut the 
lumber, craft the furniture, and dig the oil for the fire. They call us religious 
conservatives. We're a global leader in Primary Care, Aging, Cancer, Cardiovascular 
and Respiratory Sciences, Neurosciences, Population and Community Health Sciences, 
Rural Health, Women's Health, and Stem Cell research. We don't gossip. We don't 
complain. We work and make change. We can take the shit, so we're treated this way, 
not because we’re this way. 

Kanye said something about keeping youth mouth shut if you if you’re just “gon end up 
apologin”, but he now goes by the say whatever and then apologize for it later credo. 
What Kanye is doing is Donald Trump-esque, in the asshole aspect of celebrity life, 
almost random but vaguely directed at a future of a different kind. Like many other 
marginalized populations, Wisconsin, the Midwest and myself don’t like them as people, 
but we do low key respect them for having the balls to say sumn different. They’re not 
literally speaking violence into America either. The intrinsic mission of journalism or 
broadcasting or whatever is to inform the people of the important truth. So what 
happens when these truthtellers become a part of an uber exclusive group and don’t 
take direct action to fix the problems they previously spoke out about or commented on? 
The American Music Industry is like the American Mass Media in this way. Take a look 
at Kanye West and Eminem. They’re great. Actually, these two (like most Midwest 
superstars), collaborate a ton and “put on” many other artists from many different 
backgrounds. They’ve conquered insane circumstances and said some brilliant shit, and 
to each their own, but they’re also holding onto money that could save lives in their old 
communities. Literally just shipping a box of vegetables to homes in an urban 
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neighborhood, paying to put street lights up on a block, or buying computers for a urban 
or rural school. That’s it. Simple things that make a difference… but they don’t ever do 
it. Actually, most Hip Hop stars and fans are strongly Anti-Philanthropic. It’s the 
Black-Jewish Drake “No New Friends” sort of deal, ya know, where you’re excused out 
of doing any good, ever, for the rest of your life regardless of color. Most Rap Stars are 
little different than Rock Stars, Country Stars or EDM Deejays, politically, in practice. 
They talk a lot of shit and “Rep Their City” but they’re hardly doing anything outside of 
that to literally help out their old neighborhoods. 

That said, Midwest Rappers are by far the most Philanthropic, even though they 
factually lead more difficult lives than the Coasties and Southerners. We need to hold all 
pop culture figures more responsible, especially if they’re preaching for change or hope. 
These Capitalist Artists have a pass to farm the people for cash just like the news. The 
media gets a pass, not for their artistic ability, struggle or social value, but because they 
have money, history, and a certain mastery of the English language. They have a pass 
to shamelessly rob working Americans of objectivity – as long as it passes the screen 
test and rules provided by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). This is 
historic British-Yankee-Coastie behavior. They tell us what to do or think socially as an 
excessive source of income. Mass media is literally “not doing a good job”. Racial and 
religious conflict is all over the radio and news every night. Even if you don’t differentiate 
positive versus negative stories in this scenario, the statistical likelihood of exceptional 
positive stories would be much higher in Hip Hop and Mass Media. 

The media today still twists and turns stories like the old days, which plays a critical role 
in that. Now it’s just through a different lens. Today, they conjure up and broadcast a 
heavily distorted monster of a reality to the masses of America, dubbing it "News", and 
a lot of other things I get to. Rapid developments in technology have led to the 
convenience of Radio, TV, Internet and convenient forms of travel – just in the past 100 
years or so – moving us along as Humankind quickly, but also getting Americans, 
specifically, so used to hearing Mainline Media’s General Convenient Slant, that we 
often, as a country, overlook flaws that come with their wide reaching rhetoric and 
strategy. Also, we, as humans, absorb the most compelling parts of new information the 
fastest – directing our attention to anything outside our norm – or even the things most 
outside of our norm before the things that we see every single day of our lives on the 
regular. Mainstream Media preys on the humanity of all those outside their “Class” 
– Black and “White”. 

Accessibility to the public has never been higher, yet Coasties continue to 
sensationalize the negativity between Regions, Races and Religions as they’ve defined 
them. But in this day n age, they’ll pretty much speak out against anything except for 
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themselves. The media feeds us the negative – almost exclusively – with the claim that 
it gets better numbers. What they actually mean is that it makes them a lot of money. 
What else is blasted to us as important? That would be: New York, Los Angeles, 
Washington, D.C., Foreign Policy, Law, Big Business, Banking and Government. Funny 
how that is huh? Even though these Firms have done little to nothing for us since the 
1600s, if not only tragically harmed our communities, they're still broadcasted as 
Legitimate Civic Entities. Under our national system, we’re trained to believe that “They 
must be doing something right”, when in reality, the media’s overall negligent stances, 
especially on “Race” and Religion, have helped guide us into this collective pit of rage 
that we live in today. 

This in mind, it is a conscious choice to revel in the new and positive parts of one's life. I 
choose to celebrate the critical support and collaboration along the way, anticipate it, 
hope for it, pray for it, thank for it, and reflect on it. My friends know who they are and 
that goes a long way. Let me tell ya, I’ve had my most enlightening conversations just 
by listening and giving sincere answers. Every culture has its own standard for how they 
interact with outsiders, and you’ll favor some over others, but I’ve found it more a matter 
of where someone is from and what they do than what they look like. Learning these 
differences also takes initiative. As a general rule, if we know one exception to our 
otherwise polarized understanding, we can’t use that blanket stereotype as a weapon 
with integrity. To say we mean it this way and not that means we've made a mistake 
that needs correcting. We need to educate ourselves more or else our messages will 
keep getting lost be in the gauntlet of the ever-widening public eye. 

The law will protect and put chains on you. The press will tell you what is important and 
what ain’t. Government will pass the policy, and we as a people are assured that the 
courts and police should be the final parties to interpret it. We’ve been allowing some 
basic ideas slip by us since The Internet opened many American Minds to Macro 
Thinking. We can now clearly see that Americans vocalize distaste more than 
appreciation. This is something we probably assumed before but couldn’t prove. 
Positive or Non-Violent Intercultural Stories are more likely to occur but not as likely to 
be Vocalized. Negative Intercultural Stories are less likely to occur but more likely to be 
Vocalized. Think about the first time you left a Yelp Review. Probably wasn’t a “Positive 
Review” was it? I remember, recently, seeing a rapper from Chicago say something 
along the lines of, “People see the real right in front of them, they imagine the fake”. I 
love it. Most folks in the Midwest, Hip Hop or otherwise, are listeners far before talkers, 
so me speaking out like this online is extremely rare, and borderline non-existent 
altogether, but this is how a lot of disenfranchised people feel in that area, so I’m getting 
loud for us – to help get us back on track and remind them of the beautiful triumphs 
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alongside the grimey nose shit that we come from – that they don’t want us to 
remember and maintain. 

A lot of Coasties speak socially progressive values but practice a Camouflaged 
Conservative Agenda behind closed doors. Even Academics stay spinning the same ole 
tired ass shit, over and over, like they've got the keys. Virtually none of them have ever 
had to fight for anything physical. We all need to check our privilege, but definitely and 
especially the Coasties. Also, the young woke boys, conscious pilates, gods, ghosts, 
ghouls, giants, giraffes, manatees, those that are "Not Feeling This," choosing to 
exercise that privilege, to the “Middle Class” Coasties "Whitesplaining" culture, 
complaining about “Upper Middle Class” Coasties… Skip the Hollow Advice and 
Pseudo Intellectualisms. The Lower-Middle-Upper class model is basic. You are all the 
exact same to us in the working world. Try to bend the backbone of our society any 
further and this supposed "Backlash" and “Black on Black” violence – that the Coasties 
have coined – will get more and more militant with each passing year. The Middle of the 
Map is owed compensation from this nation, but for now, we just need to get down 
some basic pieces of information. It’s been tough so far. I feel for all of these groups I’ve 
mentioned. I love your people for their effort and fight. 

All of these vultures that I’m speaking to are just as worried as us victims, though. All 
they’ve known historically is entitlement and reactionary thinking. This is confusing to 
them and doesn't fit into their Phantom Street Cred plan conveniently. It will take a 
serious wave of support to get these new ideas through to them, as they try to belittle 
and squash anything out of line as quickly as possible. Coasties don't know what they're 
talking about from a scientific, social or personal perspective, but they will take 
advantage of this transition in leadership however they can, while figuring out how to 
effectively syphon the passion away from any culture into their pockets. In fact, this 
recent trend towards "Thought Piece" aka “Think Piece” journalism and “Twitter Politics” 
aka “Facebook Politics” is giving them even more ammunition. For example, now it 
takes even less effort to succeed as an “Intern”, "Independent Artist" or "Freelancer" 
(often prerequisites to full-time employment in my generation). Now, a literal number 
can represent a certain level of "Success", so of course Coasties have the outright 
advantage. As soon as the already advantaged Metropolitan Coasties catch onto what 
is actually culture and progress, they come flying in, squawking and scaring away all the 
other voices. Then they get to snatching up any nuance the up-and-coming student or 
artist has, and proceed to claim them and their alternative perspective. Now, Passion 
and Innovation are just a click away, which Coasties openly exploit to further their 
careers – without running the risk of copyright claim or budgetary restraints. Now 
Coasties can snatch quicker, with less work, from a longer distance. They steal original 
ideas from Basement Made – daily. I will post something, and then they will reword it, 
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post it on their channel or site and get thousands of likes and shares for it. I’m one of 
the only Artists and Writers in modern Hip Hop journalism that formulates his own 
thoughts. 

“Technology Age” business starves the life out of “Workaholics”, who are seen as 
"Non-Factors". Instead, Coasties give their attention to those who are most connected, 
willing to do either run of the mill or outlandish shit. They’d rather not give someone 
credit than give someone credit, even though they didn’t build their own. They say they 
“Did It Alone”, somehow forgetting their daily support from family, friends and working 
associates. These Lil Boys and Lil Girls I've met give a halfass effort at best, and 
constantly remind us of their distorted reality, and how they think one can simply do a 
shit job and succeed, whereas where I’m from, we have to learn, work, endure and 
innovate in order to succeed just to arrive at the baseline they started with. I've met a lot 
of uneducated, lazy, disingenuous people from the coasts. I haven’t met many people 
from the Midwest that have those characteristics. Coasties grew up with access to every 
modern convenience, went to a private, suburban or otherwise highly-funded school, 
and have only worked jobs that they were given through private association, that they 
like to do, or that contributes to their "Career" and gets them closer to a "Real Job". 
They whine, constantly. For example, look at this kid Grayson Allen of Duke University. 
If you tried to pull this shit in the Midwest, you’d be immediately cut, beat or otherwise 
eliminated from all serious conversation. Even though Coasties are literally the most 
privileged people in America, they would never admit it or accept fault. Instead, they 
deflect, make excuses, and – if all else fails – fall back on their dusty bed of money, cry 
themselves to sleep, and wake up with a new psychological disorder to justify any 
wrong they’ve done. Coasties can’t technically be “exposed” because they’re the ones 
that do the exposing. It’s a very neat little sitch they got going on. Sometimes it seems 
like our government and media operates like a corrupt communist society. We’re just a 
lot more diverse ethnically, so the Americans, instead of Chinese, gives us color codes 
in instead of barcodes. 

Truth is subjective to these people. Tell them that we exist right here in this moment and 
they’ll tell you that we’re just a fragmentation of light or our difference of consciousness 
differs our interpretation of reality. To me, Coasties are equally as foul as the Redneck. 
They don’t have the backbone for genuine work or honesty, much less anything close to 
an objective look at America. This culture puts its efforts towards tricking the system in 
place of pursuing classic or grassroots knowledge to improve it. This is not as simple as 
throwing Generalized Hate Speech around at as many people as possible, talking bout 
“You're a Man, so you hate Woman! You're a Woman, so you hate Man! You're Black, 
so you hate White! You’re White, so you hate Black! You're Straight, so you hate Gay! 
You're Gay, so you hate Straight!” This is where I say: Grow the fuck up lil children. Our 
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country is young, but if you said this shit haphazard back before Cameras, Cellphones 
and The Internet, you woulda been killed. I don’t long for those times, not at all, but 
there were times of higher Social Responsibility. I am forever grateful for those that 
worked and went to war for America, the Midwest, Wisconsin, my town, my community, 
for innovation, positivity and progress. God Bless You. Some of these talkers could use 
a resolute slap upside the head – Rich, Poor and Everything in between – and that’s 
gonna have to come from all of us at once. 

Working Americans will be upset as long as America is run as a Modern Feudalism and 
Coasties are compensated with a Living Wage for doing little more than existing. Of 
course what I’m saying is unfathomable to many people with jobs, who have never 
faced dangerous unavoidable adversity or literal compartmentalization. How could they 
be at fault, they’re so smart and pretty and fun! I try to explain some of this to the Artsy, 
Street and White Collar Angelinos on the daily but they usually just say "I can't talk to 
you". They just don't have enough malleable brain space behind their empty, 
self-fulfilling eyes. They get butthurt and avert away almost immediately when they hear 
the struggle word for word. It doesn’t make them feel good. They don’t like hearing all 
the factual things that they have done to harm the culture I come from. Just explaining 
my last year to these people is often unbelievable to them. Of course, they “Don’t 
Believe” anything beyond that. Here's another fun fact: The “White” Population of LA is 
30%, but throughout the insanely priced and protected coastline towns and suburbs, the 
percentage is often well over 70%. I take the subway and bus all over the metro area on 
the daily, and I’m almost always the only non-European person of noticeable European 
descent in the car or on the bus. Not only is the Midwest not a “White vs. Black” 
narrative, but this type of shit should absolutely not be happening in “Liberal California”. 
Or how about this Washington Post writer joking about something he doesn't have the 
current mental fortitude to understand, finding humor in the demise of our communities, 
uneducated on simple differences between cultures – as a “Professional” with 
“Integrity”. 

"Since this article was published, a number of people have pointed out that the proper 
term for people from Wisconsin is not "Hoosiers." It is "Buckeyes." I do not regret the 
error, as it was intentional." 

Simple, and seemingly harmless, but this tells me a few things when I read it: 
1. He recognizes an error and does not fix it. 
2. He either makes another mistake or a sarcastic comment regarding his 

ignorance and lack of cultural knowledge. 
3. He makes fatal mistakes on purpose. 
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The writer doesn't even know his basic history, yet his write ups have the same effect 
on his millions of readers, because the Washington Post has legitimized this person. 
They deem him at least worthy of publishing, yet someone like me, who uses his own 
brain to think, will be mugged and batted aside by mainline public eyes, and the 
Coasties (and affiliated parties) will attack me as the living corpse they have framed me 
as since 2009. Keep sucking that dick, though. That's America – True Capitalism – 
where you’re supposed to be rewarded for being more intelligent, skilled and harder 
working, but in practice that ain’t the case, and these people keep floating by with their 
finely crafted boats made of daydreams sitting atop America’s endless ocean of coastal 
ignorance. It is working for them. That's apparent. 
Coasties are caught up in a movie and I know the only way to get through to them, or at 
least more people, is with a smack to the face. They’re constantly reaching to fit shit into 
their dichotomies because they have no core values to breathe life into. Coasties only 
know what privilege has taught them. There’ll always be separatist Coastie Manchildren 
(and women) as far reaching as foreign powers trying to nitpick at petty shit from a 
distance, taking no time to tear another person down and name call without ever putting 
forth effort to understand the implications of just that – much less the situations 
surrounding another culture other than their own. They do it for the brand, themselves… 
or whatever is most “Relevant”. 

Our two leading local vultures in the Madison Hip Hop community couldn’t put 10 toes 
down standing barefoot in a swamp. You can be sure they get the buzz, though. They 
have been an ongoing misrepresentation of Madison and Wisconsin for over 5 years 
now. These two Madison vultures wrote an entire piece on me, attacking me as a 
person – claiming both Wisconsin as their own and a stake in its blossoming music 
scene – all because they misread an article, or in other words, made an uneducated 
mistake. Uneducated. Then they continued to stand by it, refusing to acknowledge the 
harm they’d done to the Local Culture and Myself, perpetuating that type of attitude 
around a music scene that wasn’t theirs to begin with. Stereotypical Coastie Behavior. 
It’s been time and time again with this shit ever since college, although it’s clearly been 
a phenomena throughout the Midwest for a long time. 

Simply put, these metropolitan new age fantastical, removed, privileged artists do much 
more harm than good. In recent news, the founder of Tone Madison just deleted the 
entire comments section of his “local” online “culture” magazine due to negative 
feedback. The rapper between them recently apologized for dissing F. Stokes – local 
legend and progressive monolith – on his latest Coastie Record. This trend of 
Fly-In-Culture is a perfect example of Coastie phenomena that happens all throughout 
the Midwest. I don’t know if they’ll read this but both of em will just continue to complain 
about everything under the sun until the newest version of their thought process drops 
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via artsy blogs or mainstream rap music. Or maybe they’ll learn from this and pretend 
that they arrived at these conclusions by their own brainstems. Either way, I won’t be 
getting an apology from anyone. That ain’t how it goes for us. 

I do not condone aimless name calling or violence in America but I do condone 
“Ignance” (easily mistaken with “Ignorance”), arguing, joking around, and in some cases 
whooping the shit outta toxic members of the community – especially if they have a 
history of negative behavior. Shooting someone, no, but some of these people need to 
know what it’s like to get reamed and knocked the fuck out. Knowing Emotional Control 
and Empathy are two big parts of being an Educated Individual, and they go hand in 
hand with improvement in social awareness, attention span, and a reduction in 
outbursts – be they anxious, angry or sad. I seriously doubt either of those lil boys know 
what’s it’s like to be in a bloody fistfight or a riot, to be shot at or have a gun pressed to 
their temple, a knife put their neck, to be beat to shit by the opps, to be jumped or 
assaulted by the media, know how to move in jail, suffer through the effects of 
Low-income, probation, addiction and mental illness, start losing hair at age 18, or have 
nerve damage, Scoliosis, Tendonitis and Plantar Fascitis from employment and law 
enforcement related injuries. I do know what all of those feel like because I have 
experienced them, physically, on Earth. 

This makes people uncomfortable, I understand that, and I would never wish these 
things on anyone else, but I do think Coasties, like these two, need to understand what 
is actually happening, physically, in the world. They also need to understand the 
possible emotional and physical consequences of their overreaching actions in Working 
Class Culture. 

A big part of Coastie Strategy is inflicting punishment and marginalization upon an 
individual, and then leaving them, afflicted, to find a way around it – as they watch from 
a distance. This is nothing new to me. My old roommate (Anglo-Jewish, New York) did 
that. My old producer did it (Anglo-Atheist, Southern Indiana). My ex-girlfriend 
(Anglo-Catholic, California) did it to me last year. Hip Hop undercuts me 
(White-Black-Jewish, Coasts, Chicago). American Journalism either maliciously attacks 
me or ignores me altogether (White-Jewish-Catholic, Coasts, Chicago). Shit, old 
bosses, academics and cops did it to me (White). Ultimately, it’s a game to the Coastie 
Masters, and their sheep, but life to someone like myself, who suffers from not one 
easily identified type of discrimination, but many forms, from many sides, from often the 
same groups that have historically marginalized Working Class Wisconsinites and 
Midwesterners – regardless of “Race”. 
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By no means do I think that a Erin Andrews or Conan O’Brien should have to get their 
hands dirty. I know everyone has their style but I’ll tell ya this: those two have a lot more 
street smarts than most athletes and pop culture figures that have wide-reaching social 
nets. Andrews and O’Brien are not regular in the head, and that’s fantastic. For some 
reason, in the arts, it’s different. There’s an excuse for ignorance. I think it’s largely a 
part of the “Pop Star” and “Pop Culture” mentality of the ‘80s that attributed the musical 
success of a Pop Star (or Rock Star) to a care free lifestyle and materialistic success. 
This was in contrast to the ‘70s, but little different than today. Many aspects of American 
music have since been permitted as parts of local culture and community, although the 
FCC, city government and business owners have often stood in the way of expression. 
The FCC was often the scapegoat too, though. By the progression of the Freedom of 
Speech, Press and American Capitalism, there have been advancements in Freedom of 
Expression, but other than the accessibility, caliber and grandeur that technology has 
allowed, music industry culture is still pretty much the same as it was at this time. We 
can say more violent, sexual, illegal and political things as artists and critics – but hard 
lines have been drawn for years between the industry and those creating and listening 
to the music. To those in charge, as long as the problem is not with them or in the way 
of the economic progression of the industry, there is no problem. You’re considered to 
be outside of society as an "Independent Artist" or "Fan" – and even as a “Producer”. 
The facade, that the currently validated rosters of widely distributed and covered artists, 
lead the country in skill, creativity and social support – is a business tactic. This is 
harmful to the public, who rely on the arts for for many reasons, often times for 
alternative news or progressive values. Many of the artists, locally and nationally 
perpetuated, are just expressing new school variations of Old Anglo-Jewish-American 
values – largely due to trends that started 30 or so years ago in Pop – but also 
according to factors that go back to the beginning of American Business. It’s the same 
in Hip Hop, which got going in the ‘90s. Listen to Jay-Z and swap out “Nigga” with 
“Working Class”. Look at the diversity among the artists he works with. Zero. Sounds 
like the Rap Donald Trump doesn’t he? In other words, as long as one knows the right 
person, has a particular amount of skill musically, and is willing to work on someone 
else’s rules, they can achieve at least one thing that every Musician wants to do – make 
a living off of their craft. Now that a "Bad Boy" or “Criminal” can be a “Sellout” all the 
same, and The Internet, plucking has become incredibly easy for the local and Coastie 
heads of entertainment to fit the bill. The desperation is so bad out here it’s causing a lot 
of us to go crazy, break and blow shit up, get in fights, hit licks and abuse drugs over 
the process. Meanwhile, an Executive, A&R, DJ, Promoter or Journalist can choose a 
certain sound, light, moderate or extreme rhetoric, and racial category, without meeting 
or forming a relationship with starving artist, and be almost certain that the artist will be 
interested in working together just like the old days. Labels don’t give you Economic 
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advice or a Psychiatrist to help you through all the fucked up shit you’ve been through. 
Black people aren’t considered capable of having Mental Disorders or Accountants, 
they’re just Black, and the Industry treats them as such – Blacks. Coasties don’t give a 
shit about anything but the bottom line. If you’re rapping about Selling Crack to Addicts, 
Killing your Neighbors and Pushing Gang Violence – that’s great business for them. 
You’re a perfect Placeholder. These are all Red Flags. There should be more options 
than this in a “Free Market”. Streaming and Social Media help. There’s no denying that. 
That being said, there are businesses for creating numbers now too. Since Online 
Advertising and Apps have grown, the ability of an artist to connect to his local music 
community has again gone down. The Hip Hop Industry aka Popular Music is not 
diverse on Stage or in the Office. TV and Film is a little different, and more expensive to 
pursue, but comparable in organization. Separation between the Executives, Crew and 
House, Talent, Fans and Extras is operated just like all of our other Traditional 
American Bureaucracies. 

Coasties don’t even have the backbone to mind their P's and Q's. Why would they be 
capable of respecting a person, much less a community or culture any further than that? 
“New Yorkers are assholes”. I've heard that a lot from New Yorkers. They are proud of 
being entitled. These people choose not to take effort to learn. Now, they and other 
Coasties make a point to exploit catchphrases and regional trends in order to draw 
attention to the agenda they’ve deemed as exceptionally genuine. Seriously. They have 
turned social progress into a popularity contest. Now they call themselves or others 
“Conscious” and “Woke”. They’re “Reaching”. While this would be a cool new way of 
bragging, this is not Midwest Nice, this is Coastie Nice. Ya know, where Roleplayers 
give one word explanations for highly complicated macro and micro phenomena, or 
justify complex social or economic trends with words that could fit in a text message or 
social media post. They use their power to remain complacent. They saw how long this 
book was and said “Fuck that, I already know what he’s going to say anyway”. 

My family got to Madison and Milwaukee from Northern Wisconsin. We have many 
types of people in our family. I’ve only heard one family member use a Racial Slur, 
once, he was the same person to continually use Misogynistic and Xenophobic insults, 
and I’ve never heard any Anti-Semetic or Gay Slurs, ever, in my 27 years, from family. 
These are Working Class Entrepreneurs, Genuinely Awesome People, 
College-Educated by one of the Top State Programs on the planet. These are 
Self-Made Folks that fuel Progress. We generally stick to ourselves but often don't have 
patience for advantaged metropolitan people that can't figure out how to pick up a book 
or find work with all of modern day’s conveniences. I'll never know what it's like to have 
little trace of my ancestors, face racism looking for housing, jobs and loans, lovers, or 
go through deadly excess violence from police – as a result of the Coastie’s 
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Race-based Culture – but they have been coming at me for years, and have called me 
a lot of names too. I get death threats all the time. Coastie Critics assure me that I'm 
something other than myself, that I’m not exceptional, that I’m from Wisconsin, I’m 
Retarded or Uneducated, Untalented, a Criminal, Racist, Woman-hating, Gay-bashing 
Nazi with White Privilege. It would all confuse a lesser man. I’ll be damned if I keep 
allowing people to talk down on Me, my Family, Community, Culture, State and my 
Green Bay Packers, though. 

Wisconsin has driven an absolutely irreplaceable component of our nation's culture, 
education, politics, workforce, military, science, production, environmental preservation 
and progression of civil rights – only to be shitted on. But not just shitted on… Covered 
in shit. Our identity has been falsely communicated since the beginning. The Midwest 
saved America and gave it almost every positive connotation that it currently has. I’d 
even argue that Madison, WI would make a better national capital than Washington, 
D.C. I mean, it is the second tallest Capitol in the country… Midwesterners should be 
richer and more privileged than anywhere else in America, but in reality, we’re more 
marginalized now than ever and the U.S. has the highest Income Inequality in the world. 
That money is in the big cities, and the most prosperous White Collar Metros are in the 
Blue States this go round. “Folks are tired of it”. I’ve heard that a lot, but never once 
from a Coastie. I’m tired of a lot of things too. 

This “White vs. Black” Social Experiment needs to end now. Really, we’re still on that? 
People really think culture is as simple as “Black and White”? That’s pretty much as 
basic as it gets. Again, there is no such thing as White Culture, or maybe the better of 
way of saying it is: The Mainline American colloquial use of “White Culture” is not 
accurate or representative of the facts and practices surrounding its implication. Here’s 
another fun example: In the White Majority rhetoric that the Coasties currently consume 
and perpetuate, they categorize the "White Male" as a Vulturing Capitalist, Ignorant 
Suburbanite, or an Uneducated, Racist, Woman-hating, Gay-bashing Redneck. Never 
at the same time, though. So which one is it? Do I as a male of lighter skin complexion 
fit into all of these categories at the same time, or do I fit into none of them because 
they’re “not talking about me” or I “knew what they meant”? If I answered your question, 
you're a part of the problem. “It’s just a generalization” is what brought us Slavery and 
hundreds of years of Coastal Vulturing. 

It has been very hard for me to arrive at these thoughts, as I’m not supposed to be 
having them under the Coastie Plan, so I’m constantly attacked and being told what I 
am, instead of being treated as an individual, tapped for my story, opinion, expertise, or 
represented with ideas rooted in word or fact. Another example: I implore you to find a 
single other person in my generation that has a resume and life story minutely close to 
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mine, that works full time independently, but is in constant search of employment in his 
field of expertise. I had to write this book to (maybe) get an entry-level job, just to live 
comfortably. I fucking dare you to try and justify why, specifically, Wisconsin and myself 
haven’t been granted Recognition, Accurate Representation or Socioeconomic Success 
relative to our Positive Contributions in Civil Progress, Innovation and Production. 
Economically, they’re leaving “Cash On The Table”. I’m a Cash Cow. Grant me the 
stage and resources I’ve earned and America as a whole will start improving the first 
day. Zero question. That’s their problem with me. 

Coasties have literally every modern convenience that the world has to offer and they’re 
still dumber n the rocks under my size 13s. They lack in almost all areas of intellectual, 
physical and emotional intelligence. You can be almost certain they’ve thrived through a 
prosperous life void of innovation and adversity, whether they look “Ethnic” or not, have 
long Blonde Hair and Orange Skin or a Square Hairline and Tattoos. A better measure 
for Relative Success, actually, is a combination of: ethnicity, how someone sounds, 
where they’re from, what types of adversity they have faced, what they believe are the 
most important things in life, the types of work they’ve done on their own and for 
someone else, what different types of education they have, the status and diversity of 
their personal relationships, and what types of opportunities they’ve been given to 
succeed beyond their peers. Put that shit in doctrine. Matter fact, make this whole thing 
policy. Level the field and people like me will crush everyone. This is what they’re 
scared of. 

Too many people from Wisconsin and the Mid are amazing at what they do but 
discredited because of their community or culture. As far as popular music, aka Hip 
Hop, I’ve seen phenomenal Black artists from Wisconsin shaded over and over by 
Coasties solely because of where they’re from. It’s been the same thing for me, only it’s 
even more difficult to make it in the “Genre”, since I’m also considered an unacceptable 
White from the Midwest on a Black platform. Coasties of all colors happily call our 
Midwestern communities “Flyover States”. They don’t want to “Put On” for us – another 
way of saying “We’ll use our privilege to help you but only if it benefits us directly” – 
because Wisconsin is actually struggling, which comes with actual marginalization as an 
entire population. Fake Shore Drive, ran by a Coastie, has been poisoning the area for 
years with the exact same rubric and style as coastal outlets. He helped establish a 
platform, but didn’t start posting Wisconsin Hip Hop consistently until just 
recently – after I came up – and they’re based in Chicago. Of course they won’t post 
anything of mine, though. Also, Worldstar Hip Hop has been posting the most Racially 
Stereotypical videos of our cities for years. But now that I’ve emerged with Basement 
Made, the entire Hip Hop Journalism Industry has started trying harder. Of course, 
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Basement Made is prime territory for vulturing. They’re snatching up my words right now 
while reading this. 

The Coasties have turned entertainment, arts, media, culture and politics into a 
Popularity Contest, so of course we’re losing. At least they’re vulturing my ideas now, 
though. Also, maybe that means a friend of one of these vultures might see this and be 
interested in building something big. If I happen to sound anti-Anything, that’s probably 
because I’m taking a stance against something. Yes, that’s how it works. You need to 
understand all of the factual information I have presented first. Then, after that, listen to 
my opinions, if you want, and then, after that, if you’re not all in your feelings, decide 
what you stand for as a person. I’m making concrete observations, on the job, in the 
street, in the field, constantly researching and speaking clear enough now for a high 
school graduate to understand. Speaking of which, Wisconsin currently has one of the 
highest rates for Public High School Graduation, for Low-Income Students, and for 
Students with Disabilities.  

“Generation X” is a big reason for the lack of national progress in the last 30 years. 
Overall, Gen X, the lost “Latchkey Generation”, has done a lot of complaining, and 
priding themselves on being tough “‘80s babies” of the “Crack Era”, which has definitely 
trickled down into my generation of “Millennial Bullshitters” – who genuinely think that 
they’re more “Socially Conscious” than previous generations – as they keep their eyes 
locked to their phone screens with headphones in every time they step in public. 
Parenting styles have changed, which has forced a lot of kids to take care of 
themselves for more of the day. I think it’s more important for a parent to physically take 
care of their kids than work, but we all make our own decisions there.  Some of the 
mainline concern for children has gone away with these newer generations though, 
some in my generation even saying “I hate kids”. There are physically less role models 
in the home and more negative portrayals of the working class and minority populations 
pouring into our homes faster than ever through modern media. There’s less a concern 
for the youth population, and from the youth population. This ain’t the new Communist 
or Unabomber Manifesto. I appreciate a lot of the technology and nuances of today’s 
world. I’m writing this right now on a computer. Duh. But rapid advancements in 
technology and convenience have also made younger generations less tied to family 
and community, less self-sufficient, less skilled, less committed, more resentful and 
confident all at the same time. People my age develop fantastical characters in their 
(completely sane) minds, to create their own problems now, just to change the 
conversation whenever they want.  

Everyone is empowered now with the Insta-gratification of the Internet, which has 
created a couple of generations of Lonely-less Internet Superstars, that offer little to the 

150 

http://www.governing.com/gov-data/high-school-graduation-rates-by-state.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/national/longterm/unabomber/manifesto.text.htm


world but sarcasm, stereotypes and ass shots. Millennials, especially Coasties, are 
convinced that technological advancements trump adversity of all kind – Social and 
Environmental. They’ll preach to you about The Matrix, 1984 and Hunger Games the 
entire time they’re smoking a square with you, and then as they’re getting ready to walk 
away, they (might) hesitate momentarily before throwing their cigarette into the tree. 
Machine and Money are God to them, although they often identify as Atheist, Spiritual, 
Jewish or Christian. They line up at early hours in the morning to pay full price for the 
new iPhone and follow prayers lead by their Yoga teachers. Along with “Yogi”, these 
extra-Metro Coasties often identify themselves with words including “Foodie” and 
“Techie”, but it can really be anything ending in an -ie. These things alone should show 
us all how immature and out of whack these people are. Keeping the modern 
technology in mind, marketing can now reach more people – who are more likely of 
higher financial backing – which gives Coasties a direct platform to define what is the 
newest high culture trend and forward thinking – at very little cost. Yet, without our help, 
D.C., New York and LA would crumble. No doubt about it. Turn that scenario the other 
way around, and the Midwest would be 100% fine, and as a matter of fact –  Wisconsin 
would probably be much better off. Most Coastie outputs are luxuries, intangibles, 
stolen ideas or the result of foreign-trade. 

So how do Coasties feel by this point, knowing that their people have exploited not only 
Southerners, but also, and specifically, Midwesterners, Wisconsinites, all the other 
groups I’ve mentioned, those present in (some) history books, and myself? Knowing 
their culture, they’re ok with it, because they grew up with the comforts of Illinois, New 
York, Georgia or California in “American Society”, and we’re just a “Majority White” 
population with a strong “Middle Class” that need not be payed any mind. Meanwhile, 
they’re still crutching up their names with the same old excuses – leeching on the 
“Average American” – a machine that they created from the sweat off our backs. We’re 
still just a bunch of "Criminals", “Nappy Headed Hos” and "Trash" to them. Well I guess 
that makes Coasties – Carbon Monoxide. 

The Coasties, right now, are hurriedly searching for Racist, Xenophobic, Misogynistic, 
Islamophobic, Anti-Semitic and all other things on me that will force me into one of their 
categories, so that they can write me off. Good luck you fucking parasites. You’ve 
already publicly attacked me with “Nazi”, “Racist”, “Skinhead”, “White Trash”, 
“Wannabe”, “Thug”, “Slimeball”, “Scumbag”, Narcissist”, “Flunky”, “Loser”, “Meth 
Addict”, “Fake”, “Retard”, “Anorexic”, “Abuser”, “Bitch”, and of course “Donald Trump 
Supporter”, among a hundred other things. You have already publicly told me to hang 
myself from a nose, to shoot myself in the head, jump off a cliff, to kill myself in several 
other ways, and “Go back to Wisconsin”. If all else fails, you and your sheep usually call 
me “Corny” and “Cheesy” (two of Wisconsin’s largest exports), “Fag”, “Nerd”, “Goofy” 
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and “Weird” (which usually comes from the Pseudo-Artist Placeholders, Whitewashed 
Suburbanites, Alt-Reality Rappers and Corporate Zombies). Maybe you’ll try “Anarchist” 
or “Activist” or “Separatist” next? Maybe “Socialist”? 

Put me in a debate, fight or otherwise legitimate competition or comparison with anyone 
that has ever criticized my work in this way and I’ll shred them into tiny, tiny little pieces. 
Or I would fucking love if we brought back “Duels” – a non-lethal version in the form of 
Fistfighting, Mixed Martial Arts and/or Wrestling matches. I promise you, if we did this, 
these Alt-Reality Alternative Fact Coasties would start shutting the fuck up a little more 
often, and start listening, learning, and doing actual work before spreading their halfass 
uniformed shit all over America. Imagine if I were Black. Now remember that I’m not, 
which means that I can be starved, discredited and thrown back into the colorless pile of 
“White Men” – or whatever other modernized 1600s shit they’re working with – to be 
comfortably lost and forgotten. They’ll say “Shut Up White Man” or “He’s just a White 
Boy from Wisconsin” or “I Don’t Believe Him” or something-something “White Privilege”. 
I will not be treated as an Artist, and definitely not an Author, but I will be regarded with 
Hate and Inaction. 

Coasties create Imaginary Enemies and Purposes just to justify their glaringly obvious 
Privilege and Lifestyle. They have been handed their ideals and opportunities, been 
served on the most silver of platters – everything in their lives glinted in golden 
ignorance – and yet they still think they're diamonds in the rough, disadvantaged or 
more deserving than everyone else. And they especially think they’re more deserving 
than those from anywhere off the coast – not from a highly populated city. Coasties take 
the path of least resistance, yet they compare their melodramatic #FirstWorldProblems 
to the struggles of Midwestern Leaders, Artists, Scholars, Athletes, Soldiers, Survivors 
and Innovators. They’re almost always less qualified than their self-made counterpart 
from the land, so they've learned to puff themselves up, and use their head start and 
privatized lives to maintain relevance – regurgitating wide reaching pop culture and 
generic, trending philosophy. These are not markers of hard work, intelligence or 
creativity. These are markers of the overprivileged, uneducated, basic, lazy and 
malicious. Coasties are also extremely unappreciative, and will hesitate at nothing to 
discredit someone else for their own welfare. I've seen it over and over, time after time 
again. They embrace it. This is Coastie Culture. 

It’s also still the same stupid fucks down there in the Deep South advocating for the 
Dixie Flag – as if anything other than slavery and lynching – weren’t the flag’s forefront 
messages to every American Adult of sound mind from outside that area. Some folks, 
including Yelawolf, still need some educating on this. You’ll still see a Confederate Flag 
flying here and there throughout the Midwest. Ridiculous. The Dixie / Antebellum South 
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ain’t any more heroic than Nazi Germany. We all need to accept this. While the Midwest 
has maintained the demeanor in which I’ve described, as has the West – the South, 
East Coast and West Coast cultures have been reinvented in many ways since. Today, 
the South is known for having Great Artists, the East Coast Excellent Academics, and 
West Coast, Technology. The Dixie Flag will never represent an Endearing Culture 
though, and to justify it is little different than Corporate Business painting its picture as a 
Meritocracy, the Mass Media framing itself as a source of Truth or Violent Gangs selling 
themselves on Community Empowerment. 

We’ll always have idiots in the U.S.A., like everywhere else on Earth, but Modern 
American Racists are a puppet show, trying to one up the next guy to get attention in a 
country that will not shy to share the most gruesome and tragic story there is. Do or say 
sumn Racist and the energy will absolutely change in the room. But what if I say White 
people can't dance, Black folks can't swim, Mexicans can't hoop or Asians can't sing? 
Remember we can still joke about it. These are jokes because they’re stupid – untrue. 
Jokes are usually untrue. That’s what places them outside of normal conversation. 
These things should be funny, not aggressive. In my Norwegian-American culture, 
Norskies are known for being stoic but also for making fun of themselves. In 
Black-American Culture, being tough, but also demeaning your friends to the worst 
extent is considered fair play. I’ve met a lot of people of Southeastern Asian cultures 
that don’t hesitate at all to call people out – deadass – and you won’t be able to tell if 
they’re joking or not. These cultures are sorta like the Germans, Poles, Mexicans and 
Italians too. They all talk mad shit amongst each other, in one way or another, but when 
it comes to interacting across “Racial Lines”, it gets real awkward. I’ve been pinpointing 
the actual, literal issues, because clearly, Whoever has been teaching us how to coexist 
– is not an effective teacher. 

But also, at a certain point, ya gotta stop being such a fucking pussy and yelling out 
“Slander” and “Appropriation”, and “Oh my God, he said Pussy”. Pussy Pussy Pussy. 
As far as Millennial Politics...L.o.L. Millennials are soft as muffins – especially the 
Coasties. We should all be able to laugh at some of the “Racial” or otherwise 
“Controversial” jokes of Dave Chappelle, Key and Peele, John Leguizamo, Bill Burr, 
Ellen Degeneres and Aziz Ansari. Their shows, It’s Always Sunny In Philadelphia and 
The Office are also hilarious, and have helped break down stereotypes immensely. 
Shout out Rob McElhenney and Steve Carell. I think some of these acts do too little or 
get too vulgar at times, which turns a lot of the more intelligent working class crowd off, 
but I love what these people here have done with comedy. There are a lot more too, but 
of course, no one from Wisconsin – a culture widely known for being creative, talented, 
skilled, intelligent, progressive, wild and fun. One of the most important things here is to 
get as accurate as possible with whatever you say in conversation, and if you’re joking, 
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you better make it real fucking clear that you’re joking. If you have to generalize other 
people, you should have at least some understanding of their culture, and make sure 
what you’re saying is as close as you can get to what you know to be the factual truth. 
Otherwise, folks like myself are just getting marginalized and confused. Plus, 
Generalization is a pillar of Communism and we don’t want that now do we? Jokes. 
Hypothetically, we as a country could run any form of government, if done properly, and 
with good intentions, but in today’s American economy, it is not possible to “Stay in your 
Lane” and “Play your Role” across Capitalist America to your desired goal as long as 
you “Do what you do Best” and “Work Hard” – although that is the game the U.S.A. and 
Popular Kids sell. There is a lack of information. Old, Non-Independent and Coastie 
Americans get a lot of people to come and work for the “American Dream” though, that’s 
for sure. But they don’t talk about the Colored Class System, and that “Racial Equality” 
here means “Homogeneity”. Whether you think our problems come from Capitalist 
Government, Democratic Policy, Communist Media, Racists, Christians or Criminals – 
doesn’t matter. These are tired ideas and should be left for jokes. Listen to what I’m 
saying. You can bet the Coasties will try n reinvent the wheel as many times as they 
can, but you can also bet that the Midwest will keep producing engineers like myself, 
that will bring out the factual truth. We need to destroy their fuckery from the inside-out. 
No more standing behind this Uneducated and Spineless Coastie Culture that they have 
brought upon us. We just need to be ourselves. The Midwest – Black, Brown, Red, 
Yellow, White – in their terminology, will be where it starts. 

We all have predispositions built into our individual Ethnic Histories, whether it's a 
particular activity, skill, language, diet, or adaptation to a certain area of Earth. These 
parts of us are all at least partially influenced by our bloodline. We should all be able to 
accept that at this point. We do in Science. For example, since I come from Dairy 
Farmers, and Wisconsin, I’m a lot more likely to be able to consume Milk. This in mind, 
many folks are tying ethnic differences in with social archetypes. We need to 
understand that we're (short of disability) all biologically capable of achieving the same 
things mentally and physically, and while some of us are more predisposed to particular 
traits, that doesn't mean we as individuals would choose to pursue these built-in parts of 
our physiology (or even know they exist). All of us were born from a woman fertilized 
with a man’s sperm. As long as we’re alive, those two people are a part of us – whether 
we like it or not. Similarities are more likely between people, that look alike, because 
they are more likely to be of a similar ethnic background. 

In the grand scheme of humans, Americans are still noticeably polarized phenotypically 
and geographically, and thus easily differentiated categorically under “Races”. This 
Government and Media funded Coastie-Redneck perpetuated simplification of 
“Ethnicity” to “Race” amplifies our differences across skin colors, and pushes us to find 
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similar looking people around town to avoid the social lashback of being a Minority in a 
Majority-Anything Else neighborhood. We need to learn to exit the hate that comes 
naturally to us as competitors (particularly men) when we encounter different looking 
people, and concentrate more on the other senses when forming relationships. Ask 
yourself questions like: Where did met this person? When did I met this person? What is 
this person saying? What is this person doing? And of course lastly, what does this 
person sound like? Also, a quick reminder: I speak with a Rural-Urban Upper Midwest 
Accent, but I have been told by uneducated people that I sometimes sound like I have 
an New York, Western, Southern or “Black Accent”. Sounds or words from other areas 
come into play sometimes in multiculturalism, that’s for sure, but as far as that the last 
one – the “Talking Black” thingamajig – that’s impossible. I’m not Black. How could I 
possibly have a Black Accent? C’mon man. Grow up. 

Coasties love to exploit Black Culture. Their understandings other communities are 
Fisher-Price Play-Doh. Rachel Dolezal recently served as President of the local NAACP 
chapter in Spokane, Washington.why wis Dolezal identifies as Black without traceable 
African roots, although she did once falsely claim to have an Black father. She also 
sued the Historically Black College (HBC) Howard University for racial discrimination. 
That takes a sociopathic level of commitment to follow through. Dolezal is nuts but she 
would’ve been shut down sooner if she wasn’t also making some points that had merit. 
“Race is such a contentious issue because of the painful history of racism,” she said. 
“Race didn’t create racism, but racism created race.” This is decent. The popular kids 
say the popular things, though. This Huffington Post writer penned a reactionary piece, 
describing herself as a “Shea Butter Feminist, Senior at Vanderbilt, Beyoncé 
enthusiast”. In her response, she categorizes human beings with crayon colors, 
considers “Black Twitter” an aimed Progressive Voice, insults Logan for the color of her 
skin, for fighting injustice and celebrating ethnic holidays – all because Dolezal is a 
“Cultural Appropriation” – an end all phrase like “Homosexual” or “Commie” back in the 
day. The writer offered no nuanced thought whatsoever, yet she makes a livable wage 
writing, and her piece sits at #2 in Google. This other writer for Ebony said, “Listen, 
Dolezal is entitled to live her life, but why do we all have to be a party to it?” This writer 
does a much better job at breaking it down, but then she contradicts herself, and 
continues to slam Dolezal. Lord give me a sign because these tastemakers are spoiled 
as shit. Regurgitating tired unconstructive ideas = another top write up. The White, 
Black and Texan nationalists are mostly nutjobs but also speak to real concerns. 
Whereas Scott Walker’s side projects are really only supported by the wealthy and 
aristocratic, these groups are exactly that – groups. Remember when the NAACP met 
with the KKK? This should be happening a lot more often if those groups were actually 
pursuing progress and not blind hate. Read that again. The people advocating for 
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sovereign nations, that's, obviously, crazy too, but if you’re still thinking in “Black and 
White” at this point, start over.  

Maybe this will work. Enough with the buffoonery. Do you really not know any cool 
people outside of your skin tone? Y’all are some liars man. That don’t play over here on 
this side. Where I come from, we are not concerned with these mainline understandings 
of race, status and street cred – that were passed down unto us by our previous and 
present slave owners. We just need to remember that Harmony is more beautiful than 
Equality. 

The "This or That" attitude that has been forced on us has lead a lot of people to 
prosperity but many others to a dangerous and/or confusing place. You just wanna live? 
You just want what's best for you and yours? That's great, but unless you knew 
everything I just told you, you've probably made a lot of misinformed statements in your 
lifetime that have had real life consequences. The time is now. I know I've said some 
dumb shit. I’m sorry if I’ve ever hurt anyone, but I’ve been hurt by a lot more people than 
I’ve been helped by. That’s for damn sure. I also know that we can have fun and take 
life seriously at the same time. There’s a time and place for both. Shit, that's the life 
Wisconsin people live. That’s Midwest. That's what I come from. But no matter where 
you're from or where you're at, know that you can always learn, improve and help those 
around you, physically. Also, I read every day. I meet new people every day. I create 
every day. Do you? If you don’t, that’s fine, but don’t go listening to other people that 
don’t do shit, or talk a lot of baseless shit. You don’t have to be smart, innovative or 
hardworking to be “Successful” in America, you just have to have currency or the title. 
Coastie Exceptionalists vocalize that they're more intelligent, hard working, progressive 
and proven. The facts and related social effects state the opposite. 

I’m just reminding this country who will actually “Make America Great Again”, although 
“Republicans” and “Democrats” and “Libertarians” will say childish utopic shit like “This 
is America”, and blah blah blah, “You Get What You Work For”, blah blah blah. They are 
either lying or oblivious, or both. It's about time Wisconsin and the Midwest cliqued up 
like before. If you’re gonna point fingers at anyone, give two birds to the Coasties. They 
definitely deserve that shit. Zero question. Think about it. If they really understood what 
was going on, they'd have addressed all of the things I just did. The culture of the 
Midwest is much different than the other parts of the country, and those in power have 
never allowed us as a community to openly intrude upon their Mainline Coastie 
Consciousness. 

Wisconsinites, regardless of color, were lumped in with the Racist, undereducated and 
malicious Dixies (South) and Yankees (East Coast and West Coast), the privileged New 
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England Aristocrats (D.C.) and slimy Corporate Businessmen (New York) from the 
jump. Those groups still shine bright as ever today, while Midwest Communities, with 
the other groups I mentioned throughout this piece, are still going discredited, exploited, 
and pitted against each other to the point of self-destruction. The Midwest (and 
Wisconsin) should be by far the wealthiest and nicest place to live in the United States. 
It ain’t. And, Coasties make a special point to paint us with the most foul picture 
possible to the rest of the country, so that not only everyone currently in the Midwest 
thinks that they’re inferior, but also everyone else outside of it – including those that 
would otherwise be able to assist our people. 

I vote and I see no need to hold allegiance to a political structure that hasn't credited – 
or reciprocated energy – unto myself, the people I care about, our work or culture. The 
only reason I’ve voted for the people I have is because they’ve been on the ticket. They 
came the closest to my ideals and had the best chance of winning. That is what 
American Politics boil down to now, and the Independent Midwest is really fucking 
pissed off. We can use that energy now. We need to use that energy to build more 
cooperation between socially influential groups, in order to form new or rediscover old 
platforms that are based more off collaboration and less motivated by the actions of 
Placeholders and the Privileged. Also, pushing The Fed and Coasties has historically 
moved us in the right direction. It’s never been clearer to me that America lacks critical 
perspective. No, we typically don't speak out like this, and that’s why it’ll shock a lot of 
folks, but someone has to do it – that’s apparent. 

I don’t at all want War but it absolutely will happen if the Coasties keep exploiting and 
bothering Wisconsin and the Midwest with their noise, and treating us as inferiors with 
every given chance. If this continues, we will absolutely have another “Civil War”, and it 
won’t a “Race War”. This War would have no color. Sorry Charles Manson. The 
Midwest does not want War, as we’ve seen it time and time again, on the homefront 
and overseas. I don’t know about the West (not to be confused with West Coast), but 
the South most likely does want War, and would align with the Midwest in this 
revolutionary scenario – for the betterment of Humankind, and their Neighbors. The 
Coasties definitely do not want War.  

Some Wisconsinites like the health care policy, some don't. Some want to fight against 
injustice overseas, some are strongly against it. Some want to expand business outside 
the country, others look for the job market that we once had locally. Education is 
extremely important. Forward is key. Many have guns and love hunting. Some want 
similar friends, some want a mix of ethnicity, sexual orientations and religions. The 
outdoors are a big part of life – Northwoods to the Great Lakes and Great Plains. How 
bout dem Packers, Badgers, Bucks and Brewers? Drinking is popular, as is eating. 
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Wisconsinites are fun. They're hilarious. Some are loud, others are silent geniuses, and 
there's always a strong character in the mix. The Badger ladies are gorgeous and can 
be free spirited, work minded or wild like the guys. A lot of us are big. Many are fit and 
active. Most are positive, hardworking fun folk. Many have the “Midwest Work Ethic” 
and “Midwest Charm”. Everyone loves music, dancing and movies. Brag about your 
looks, title, fame, or a price tag, and ya better be ready to laugh at yourself – because 
that's funny to us. Materialism is simple minded to us – ”Fake”. We celebrate progress 
and positivity as much as exceptional success. You taking care of your business, going 
to school (or otherwise learning), developing your craft, loving and helping others is 
what the folks want. If you're not doing all of these things, they're not impressed. You're 
not a Badger, Cheesehead or Wisconsinite. You're just another soft outsider. You could 
be the police or someone active in the streets. Doesn't matter what you look like or 
claim, if you're not about these tenants, you're a stranger and a fool. You will have some 
of your most enlightening conversations, strongest relationships, biggest laughs and 
wildest times with Wisconsin folk. They might be a farm hand or machine operator, 
rapper or folk singer, IT specialist or composer, doctor or politician, dancer or 
handyman, professor or fisherman, brewer or engineer, businessman, bartender, 
athlete, writer, anything I previously mentioned, or just bro. James H. Madison wrote in 
Heartland: Comparative Histories of the Midwestern States: 

“"Bucolic Gemuetlichkeit," is concerned primarily with informal social behavior and 
relationships in the intimate areas of life  It constitutes a common bond among the 
state's three sizable blue-collar constituencies: the "jackpine savages" of the north 
country, the industrial workers of the lakeshore and riverfront cities, and the farmers of 
the southern and central sections  It is essentially the adaptation of continental 
European folk culture, with its emphasis on family, church, locale, hard work, food, 
drink, music, entertainment, and recreation, to the diverse environment of America's 
Dairyland.” 

Small towns and rural areas play an essential role in America. They're less populated 
but cover the geographic majority of the country. Each one has its own story. Smaller 
communities typically revolve around a more localized culture and industry. They play 
an essential role in working class America and typically vote Republican. The Grand Old 
Party (GOP) projects economic uplift and policy that empowers the individual and small 
government, attracting those of these communities as well as those from finance, 
banking and corporate sectors. Republicans tend to be more religious, into oil, farming, 
and are more likely to own or manage a business and be less educated in academia. 
The modern day "Republicans" of the National Republican Party openly attack 
foreigners and minority populations. Republicans are considered Uneducated and 
Insensitive by their political counterparts, Unappreciative of their Racial Privilege. They 
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are considered “Conservatives”, and that they’re “Living In a Bubble” with Outdated 
traditions. Republicans are called Old, Abusive, Racist, Xenophobic, Misogynistic and 
Islamophobic. Most of the Southern and Coastie Republicans are. I’ve heard it from 
their mouths. Most of the Midwestern and Western Republicans are not.  

American cities were built on ports, trade, entertainment, industry, oil, schools, 
government, businesses and slavery. Each one has its own history. Cities are urban 
“Melting Pots” and centers for innovation. Today, large metropolitan areas vote more 
Democratic. The National Democratic Party associates with social uplift, policy that 
helps the masses, big government and foreign relations. The new left is backed by 
younger voters, students, academics, creative types, racial minorities, LGBT and 
women. Dems tend to be much less religious, more environmentalistic and open to 
immigration. The Democrats have become stereotyped as Privileged, Lazy, Unskilled 
"Liberals" outside of “Reality”. Liberals are pegged as Weak and Unappreciative, too 
Reliant on Government Programs and the Help of others to make way on their own, and 
Oblivious to the overall makeup of the United States. Republicans think that Democrats 
Talk and Protest too much, and Work too little. 

Millennials vote more Democratic. The Millennial Generation is often described in the 
same way as Democrats, as we have had more modern conveniences than previous 
generations. At the very least, we’re more plugged in. The Millennials voted for Hillary 
Clinton in this election – after a divided Primary last year – and strongly for Barack 
Obama twice before that. America’s National Democratic Party definitely uses an 
uplifting voice, and progress has been made on the social front. The Gender Wage Gap 
has closed considerably, and some consider the remaining difference negligible. I think 
women have the advantage at the ground level but are at a disadvantage at the 
management and executive level. Affirmative Action programs now give minority 
populations much higher chances of admission at the college level and likelihood of hire 
at corporate jobs. Gay marriage has been legalized in many states, allowing Same-Sex 
couples the rights of Heterosexual peoples, and assuring them Affirmative Action 
benefits as well. Green Energy is up. National Healthcare is a reality. Homicides have 
gone down. We caught Bin Laden, and we removed most of our troops from 
Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Over 32,000 Wisconsinites have served in Iraq and Afghanistan, with 115 casualties. 
Respect. But we all need to get over this Islamophobia as well. We all also need to 
accept that ISIS, as well some of our own particular factions of the Islamic faith, are 
negative forces as they are. Not all Muslims are Terrorists, but most international 
Terrorists are Muslim – as America constantly reminds us. That being said, don’t forget 
that all of these people (within our country) that kill on a weekly basis are Terrorists as 
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well. Black and Latino Street Gangs are Terrorists in this way like the White KKK. I have 
met so many countless awesome Muslim people. One of my best friends growing up 
was of the faith. As with anything, we shouldn’t try to stereotype, but I think this recent 
Immigrant group from the Middle East is wildly intelligent, scientific, natural, creative, fun 
and outgoing. They fucking love to dance, and also, they make some great Tobacco 
and Cuisine. We’ve been at war with the Middle East for over half of my lifetime, and 
believe me the politics of it has me agitated too, but we need to quit it with this Baby 
Boomer-Gen X-WASP-Catholic-Jewish-Coastie obsession that Religion is in fact 
omnipresent and omnipotent in everyone’s life in the same way, and that all religion is 
bad. 

Barack Obama (sometimes called a Muslim but is actually a member of the Midwestern 
UCC), and the “Obama Administration”, have created 9+ million jobs and raised the 
Minimum Wage. However, now folks now days juggle Multiple Jobs and have a harder 
time finding a long-term grind. No one can say for sure that this recent upward trend in 
Civil Rights is wholly the result of Dems either. We could just be moving up as America 
at the same rate that Wisconsin, the Midwest, and Globalization have going in this 
rapidly advancing “Information Age”. Tens, maybe hundreds of millions of Americans 
are still going harshly marginalized to this day. It was Bill Clinton who last balanced the 
budget, and the “Bush Administration” was largely the fault of the financial, banking and 
housing market crash – that handed Obama the “Great Recession”. The jobs have 
always been Blue Collar in the Midwest, but now there are now more opportunities in 
Education, Sales, Marketing/PR, Engineering, Healthcare and IT. But as always, these 
opportunities are harder to get to for locals. We need more entry-level positions 
available to more than a select crowd. This doesn’t mean we necessarily need more 
White Collar or Factory jobs – because who the fuck wants to work in a factory? I 
haven’t ever met a single person who works in a factory that really fucking enjoys the 
brutal labor of that Blue Collar work. Is this not obvious to everyone else? These 
workers enjoy using their hands, that’s for sure, but not for menial pseudo-slave labor. 
Going “Corporate” is the dream, but opportunities there are so few, especially for rural 
communities, that everyone's on edge just so they can make a living. It’s fucking 
obvious and ridiculous what Donald Trump and the Media perpetuate into the minds of 
our people. Coasties don’t work hard, so we’re supposed to do it in the name of “Job 
Creation”, as we always have. Trump and his team are cracking that whip as they 
always have, but since they flipped the parties on us, in this day and age, most of the 
color of mind, body and spirit comes from the Democratic Presidents. Hypothetically, 
America would be functioning according to its mission if America, the Midwest and 
Wisconsin were all aligned. But they are not. Both parties still play on it, and it’s 
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ridiculous. Toni Morrison is one of the first Black Americans to liken White to Black in 
cultural terms, when Mr. Clinton had his whole ordeal. 

“African-American men seemed to understand it right away. Years ago, in the middle of 
the Whitewater investigation, one heard the first murmurs: white skin notwithstanding, 
this is our first black President. Blacker than any actual black person who could ever be 
elected in our children s lifetime. After all, Clinton displays almost every trope of 
blackness: single-parent household, born poor, working-class, saxophone-playing, 
McDonald’s-and-junk-food-loving boy from Arkansas" 

We’re still trying to be too “Colorblind” about who we support, as if nothing has changed 
since the ‘70s. I’ve never been celebrated for being White, been a part of an exclusively 
White institution or organization, or received documented help for being White. Actually, 
I’ve really only ever been punished for it. When I tell Black people from more privileged 
backgrounds my story, they tell me, “You’re Blacker than I am”. I laugh because it’s 
funny. I’m not Black. You’d have to be pretty fucking dumb to think I have dark skin and 
an African-American facial structure, but I know what they mean. I have had a more 
difficult life than most Black people, who have historically been exploited by the 
Yankees, Jewish, Coasties, and otherwise all that is considered “White”. I have put in 
more work than most Black people, who historically, have had a harder time finding 
employment. I’m considered by most to be over-average in talent for a human being 
– meaning I’m more talented than at least half of all Black people – a community widely 
known for being artistically brilliant. And I’m involved in Hip Hop, which was created by 
Black people. All of these comparisons can be made to another Working Class Culture 
from American History. The people saying these things are usually referring to the 
adversity I’ve overcome, my non-mainline accent, style and musical creativity. I can 
make a Black Friend like nothing, because generally, they assume I’m none of those 
things, and I’m also a Racist Donald Trump Supporter, so they want to fix me, and 
befriend me, only to be let down and find that I’m a genuinely good person, love Hip 
Hop and Black people. But even though I have always spoken truth, positivity and 
resilience into the world, I do not fit into the Stereotypical White-Jewish-Black rubric that 
the Coasties have created for rappers, for example, or writers, or actors, or citizens, so 
they will tell you that I’m impossible and must be erased. They’ll say the shit I’ve listed 
throughout this piece, or maybe they’ll try to reinflate their cavernous heads with a new 
fun way of racially categorizing people. Obviously, this ain’t just a White vs. Black thing. 
I’ve also had Mexican-American friends tell me, “You’re more Mexican than I am”, ya 
know, because I speak Spanish. Again, funny, because I’m not Latino. Ha. Ha. I’m not a 
Giraffe either. Ha. Ha. Although do feel like one sometimes. Ha. Ha. But even if I do 
speak a Latin Language, and exhibit a stereotypical Brown behavior by knowing how to 
speak Spanish, the critical part (in both cases) is the cultural and communal crossover 
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between our two different ethnic communities. Multiculturalism. This is a Midwest 
Tradition, being open to liking each other while thinking for ourselves. 

The Coastie Norm also looks like what Barack Obama (from Chicago by way of Hawaii) 
had to go through with Trump (New York Coastie) a few years back. Electing BO was a 
huge step culturally for America and he championed through it like a boss and 
persevered through weird Racism, Xenophobia and Islamophobia well after being 
elected President. Trump’s bullshit is not ok. I heard Obama speak 3 different times in 
Madison. I like his ideas and how he delivers them. He has a great presence. I like that 
he has a family, plays basketball, listens to music, dances and tells jokes. I like that he 
has a complicated background because I can relate to that. These things make him a 
person. I despise Donald Trump for being our option and the Racist or otherwise hateful 
faction of his supporters. He's truly a piece of shit for poisoning us with his bullshit, and 
offers nothing new but rash decision making. So far, Donald is creating chaos to feed 
his own agenda not to “Drain the Swamp” like many of his supporters hoped. The 
people will stand up to him in the same way people stood up to Obama. But as far as I 
can see, Trump is bringing his Boys Club together and rebuilding the East-South-West 
tradition of White Supremacy, while farming and containing the exceptional culture of 
the Midwest as much as he can. He’s a bastard, he really is. I hope for the best but the 
Coasties are just battling disqualifiers against each other like it's Pokemon or some shit. 
Today in the news: Racism v. Corruption, and later, Misogyny v. Xenophobia. Many like 
some part of Trump says, and that is not right or wrong, but it's damn near impossible to 
tell which pieces are most important as long as hate is tied in so closely with the political 
party. That’s why I wrote this book. 

Racism Runs Rampant in this Country. There’s no doubt about it. A lot of industries 
thrive on it, encouraging a sharply divided bureaucracy so they can hit their numbers. 
Yankees founded American Capitalism on the East Coast with Racist, Misogynistic and 
Xenophobic undertones. They set the national system in place, the law and justice 
system. It worked for them, the West Coast (and the South), and it still works for the 
"American" Donald Trumps of today – who have been passed this Old Money and 
Yankee set of values over time. To say “He’s Not My President” is ridiculous, because 
obviously, as Americans, he is our President. Government can collectively pass policy 
that favors one group over another. That's the power they have. That being said, the 
Federal Government has not worked for Wisconsin or the Midwest. We didn’t support 
the Yankees then and we don’t support the Coasties now. Donald Trump is pretty much 
the exact opposite of the Midwestern Man. Actually, he is much closer to an East Coast, 
West Coast or Southern Man. I think he’s a Chickenshit and a Pig, but I bet no matter 
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what I say, the Coasties will tell me what I think, what we think, and what is best for 
everyone. 

If Coasties care about Wisconsin, the Midwest or America, or are at least mediocre at 
their jobs, they will share this like wildfire. If “Hip Hop Is Alive”, Cultural Leaders will put 
this piece at the forefront of conversation. But I expect neither group will, because 
Coasties are unflinchingly ignorant and lazy, and will convince their employees to be the 
same as they. They also control Hip Hop. A serious issue can’t be explored or explained 
solely within the confines of Popular Opinion, Capitalist Business, Schooling, Law, 
Social Media, the Holy Bible or Science – but they will assure you that it all comes down 
to race, religion, or gender, or something that fits in 140 characters or less. Anything 
that draws the attention away from their factual advantages, and back towards the 
artificially created inter-hate amongst the Working Class, is again, good business. 
That’s good ole American Business – circa the 1600s. 

A few final thoughts… Smaller government and less federal taxes would help the 
Midwest, especially Wisconsin. Community involvement and social welfare programs 
would be more feasible then as well, as we would be held more directly accountable. 
Making college a part of the public school system is a no-brainer. If college is truly the 
way, and supposed to be about education, we need to make it available to everyone 
who wants it. Also, we need a system where people can opt out of programs like this, if 
they are working, and have not participated in such programs. We gotta get away from 
the government-funded people, over-conveniences, and, in general, over-marketing, 
over-repping and hyper-hypothesizing. Being where we are, a young country, America 
still needs something broadcasted, and some helpful policies, but when these programs 
are brought into play on such a broad scale, they’re filled with holes and 
misconceptions, and seen as throw aways by non-supporters no matter what. America 
needs to grow up. We have done a lot of good but we also need to be more transparent 
with our unpopular accomplishments, covert operations, and brilliant ideas left in the 
dark to shine out. Celebrate your own W’s and learn from your L’s. Do as you will but 
understand that everyone wants to live in prosperity, and deep down, most of us hate 
the exclusionary way that our so-called American Representatives do us justice, with 
their “Politically Correct” aka “Coastie Correct” way of analyzing our lives and the overall 
picture of the country. 

Recycling is cool, man. This is a “Throwaway Society” because people throw a lot of 
shit away, period. Throw less shit away, period. We need more trains and windmills. 
Coasties in Government, Media and most Corporate Business have never heard of 
Public Transportation. Weed is ok, man. We gotta get over our personal drug 
preferences and look at what would actually help people. Businessowners, police and 
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gangs need to come to an understanding on what they believe versus what 
“Washington” and “The Streets” and “The News” tell them to do. We need to question – 
but not criticize – culture, family and religion, and find feasible ways for all of our 
customs and traditions to be practiced safely. Pray to whoever you want, but religion 
should offer personal hope and/or a positive community presence at the very least, and 
not violence or infringement upon another individual’s lifestyle. Celebrate your life. 
Embrace it. Change negative perceptions. People living and working in the same 
communities need to find ways to foster what they have and embrace more Positive 
Cultural Heroes – that have changed this country for the betterment of all. A lot of those 
people are from Wisconsin and the Midwest. We also need to pinpoint the powerful and 
problematic of fallen icons, so we can kick our ass into gear and get back into a 
Forward-moving motion. Wisco is Cold. Living should be easy for the passionate, 
involved, tough, educated, hard working, progressive people that care deeply for others 
and the environment. Mainline American Culture has been slanted downward to us but 
we are also young as a country. We need to learn to work together without negative 
stigmas based on what we look or sound like. The people currently up on stages and in 
studios haven't been explaining much, if not only further complicating our understanding 
of what is happening, literally, in the real world. We’re right here, in person, getting 
along to a certain extent. The noise is what’s bothering us. We need to popularize the 
Positive Multiethnic Working Class Community. This is key. 

I wish I could conclude everything in the last paragraph but that’s just damn impossible. 
Read it all again. And again. And again. One of the biggest things we need to learn here 
is that shortcuts do exactly that – cut off part of the story. That being said, I see the 
“Midwest Renaissance” happening right now, and this time, it’s being documented and 
recorded. This time, we will bring out the True History, and this time, those that are 
working for it, literally, will be treated fairly, with honesty, and with safety. We should all 
take pride in our work, but if any region of the continental U.S. should be proud of its 
culture, it is the Midwest, and if any state within that region should be especially proud 
of its culture, it is Wisconsin. Remember that an American is from the United States of 
America. I’m proud but there are problems in action. Personally, I’ve fought like hell and 
I’m still forced to live in poverty. You can read about that in my bio. I don’t care who gets 
the credit for these ideas, because they will bring the clavicle by way of positivity, but I 
betcha they start creating a different rhetoric now as if they’ve been with us the whole 
time. I betcha they already have a plan. it all started in the basement… But if you have 
the backbone for it, I would appreciate it if you gave Clifton Grefe aka Clifton Beef 
credit, and we would appreciate it if you gave Wisconsin and the Midwest literal, and 
accurate, recognition and representation nationally. We would also appreciate it if you 
helped us fight to get free from this sticky web that America has spun around us – for 
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hundreds of years – as Human Individuals, for Culture, Employment, Neighborhoods, 
and for America. The longer this “Coastie Privilege” is hidden, the longer our situation 
will remain the same, and the closer we get to another “Civil War”. 
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